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TO THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Lord Viſcount MAV O. 


My Loxp, 


ERMIT me to requeſt your 
Acceptance of theſe Memoirs, 


the firſt Eſſay of my Pen, and at the 
ſame Time to pardon my Preſump- 
tion, in offering to your Protection 
and Patronage, a Work, the greateſt 
Merit of which muſt. be your Ap- 

probation. | 
1 will not, my Lord, as is uſual 
in Dedications, enter upon Panegy- 
ricks, though I might, without the 
A Impu- 


Cie) 

Imputation of Flattery, enumerate 

thoſe Vittues you. really. poſſeſs, and 

which are aſcribed to many but as a 4 

Compliment. Thoſe who are honour- 4 

ed with your Friendſhip, and are more 7 

nearly Judges of you Conduct, will 

condemn me Omiſſion: but the Mind, 

| conſcious fo Itſelf of Merit; fed ne 

Applauſe, while the diſguiſed Imitation 

| of Virtue gapes for Praiſe. 

K Amongſt the many who aſpire to 
a Place in your Eſteem, give me 
Leave to ſubſcribe myſelf with the | 


to 


moſt profound Reſpect. g 


M LoRp, 1 
Your Loradſbip's moſt devoted, and | i 
moſt obedient bumble Servant, | 


IS AAC MuKkins. 
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| CHarLoTrE VILLARS. 


| | - — | — 
* r J. 
1 The Reader is introduced to the Family of 


' CHARLOTTE, and in a few Pages paſſes 
over an immaterial Series of fifteen 
4 2 ears, 
h OME Time after the Troubles in 7re- 
land had ceaſed, and that Iſland enjpyed 
an uninterrupted Repoſe under his late 
Majeſty King //illiam III. a Gentleman, whoſe 
Name was Villart, who had given many and 
undoubted Proofs of his ſincere Attachment to 
B that 


11 


that Monarch, having obtained Leave to re- 
ſign his Employment, which was in the mili— 
tary, retired to a ſmall Eſtate, his Services had | 
procured him, to enjoy that real Happineſs 
that can alone proceed from true Content and 
Solitude. His amiable Carriage, and an uni- 
verſal Benevolence in his Actions, rendered 
him agreeable to the neighbouring Gentry, who 
were ſoon ſenſible of his Worth, and juſtly 
laid a Value on his Friendſhip ; the Poor were 
not exempted from his Care, but found a Bene. | Mo 
factor in a Stranger; Prayers that flowed from [ 


grateful Breaſts, Objects of his Compaſſion, 3+! a 
were the Returns made to an extenſive Huma- 
nity. * 
It happened that at a public Aſſembly he { Y 
ſaw a young Lady whoſe Perſon and Beha- P 
viour pleafed bim much, and having found an 1 c 
Opportunity of converſing with her, was con- bs 
vinced ſhe was Miſtreſs of that good Senſe and : 0. 
Judgment ſo neceſſary to render a married State F h 
compleatly happy. He did not ſeek Fortune, 0 0! 
but Merit, and was reſolved, as he had a Com- 9 
petency, to place his Affections on her who 
moſt deſerved them; it was not Beauty alone 
but real Merit that had Charms to win him; B 
in this young Lady they were united, and as be 
his Character was unblemiſhed, his Circum- 10 


ſtances ti | 


One 
m; 
| AS 
um- 
ces 


4 


ſtances eaſy, and himſelf univerſally eſtcemed, 
it was not long before he was put in Poſſeſſion 
of the only Happineſs his Situation ſeemed to 
require, or he could wiſh for. 
0 In a few Months Mrs. Villars proved with 
> Child, and in due Time was delivered of a 
Daughter, who was named Charlotte after her 
Mother, and who is to be the Subject of the 


- 


1 following Hiſtory. 


; Y Four Years had elapſed when Mr. Villar; 
non become a Father] employed his Thoughts 
in Reflection on the Education of his Child, 
reſolving that from the Dawn of its Infancy; 
when ſhe was capable of Inſtruction, ſuch Prin- 
+ ciples ſhould only be inſtilled as might im- 

prove as well as adorn the Woman ; he was 
| conſcious that many culpable Indulgencies 


| { wherewith Mankind gratify themſelves, are 


4 | owing in a great Meaſure to their Education, 


he did nat entirely agree with the Sentiments 
of his favourite Poet, who ſays, 


R 


— — 3 


Naturam expellas Furca, licet uſque vecurret. 


| But ever inſiſted that a. bad Diſpoſition might 
be corrected by the Force of Inſtruction, nay, 
| | totally ſubdued. - In the Courſe of frequent 


{ Convetſation on this Head, he uſed in Support 
of 


B 2 


(4) 


of: his Argument to introduce the following 
Example. 
„There chanced to be at Athens, ſaid he, a 
great Phyſiognomiſt, who had made 8 
Piſcoveries of Mens Tempers and Diſpoſitions 
by their outward Appearances. Socrates's Diſ- 
ciples, that they might put this Artiſt to the 
Trial, carried him to their Maſter, whom he 
had never ſeen before, and did not know he 


was then.in Company with him. After a ſhort oo 


Examination of his Face, the Phyſiognomiſt 


ronounced him the moſt lewd, libidinous, 
drunken old Fellow that he had ever met with 
in his whole Life. Upon which the Diſciples 
all burſt out a laughing, thinking that they had 
detected the Fallacy and Vanity of his Art; but 


Focrates told them, that the Principles on . ; 
which it was founded might be true, notwith- | © 


ſtanding his ſeeming Miſtake, for that he really 


was naturally inclined to thoſe particular Vices | 
which the Phyſiognomiſt had difcovered in his 
Countenance, but that he had conquered the 4 
ſtrong Diſpoſition he was born with, by the | 4 


Power of Reflection and Philoſophy. 


Mr. Villars, who had made Mankind his 4 
principal Study, and was the more capable 6f | 
acting the Part of a prudent Guardian and Ia- 
ſtructor; his Knowledge and Experience ſug. 
geſted to him the many Inconyeniencies that at- 


tend 


4 ; 
= E 
7 = 


3ST 


* tend too early an Introduction into what the 


(5) 


182 World call Life; and that let the Foun- 
dation be never fo ſecurely laid, without the 
| Work is compleated ere we taſte the Enjoy- 


4 | ments of Pleaſure, it is eaſy to undermine and 
render all our Caution uſeleſs. 


As nothing material or intereſting happened 
till Charlotte arrived at her fifteenth Year, we 
ſhall paſs over that Chaſm, and prepare to at- 
tend her in her Journey through Life, Few 
have ſet out with greater Advantages, for 
to the moſt amiable Form was added 4 
Strength of Judgment beyond what could be 
expected at her tender Age, a Time when 
others have hardly entered on the Stage of In- 
ſtruction. Her Father had conſulted every Me- 
thod to improve her Underſtanding, and had 
ſo blended the Authority of a Mafter with the 
Affection of a Father, that bating her natural 
Inclination to Improvement, ſhe could not be 
careleſs or indifterent to Precepts enforced 


> with ſo much Judgment and Tenderneſs. She 
> amply rewarded all his Trouble, and anſwered 
> every Expectation, univerſally admired and 


eſteemed, What Raptures muſt a Parent feel 
whoſe generous Care is approved by ſuch a 
Stamp of | Commendation ? As ſhe: had been 


2 from her earlieſt Infancy in the moſt 


B 3 in- 


16 


indulgent Manner, inſtead of harbouring Sen- 
timents the leaſt derogatory ta a reſpectful Be- 
'haviour,' ſhe ſeemed quite indifferent to 
Praiſes that were ſo liberally beſtowed on her, 
(and which to a Mind more ſuſceptible of 
light Impreſſions might be pernicious) and 


every Action ſhewed an Endeavour to make a 
Return ſuitable to ſuch paternal Fondneſs. Nor 


was this barely ceremonial but ſincere; for ſhe 
had ever looked on her Duty as the ſureſt 
Foundation of a ſolid Satisfaction; and per- 
taps to ſuch early Inſtructions was ſhe indebt- 
ed for. her Fortitude and Reſignation in the 
many ſevere Trials that occurred as Proots of 
her Virtue. f 


ir. Lilias having ſome Buſineſs to tranſact 

in Exrlard, that required his immediate Pre- 
fence, prepared to ſet forward on his Paſlage ; 
and as he was ſenſible of the many Accidents 
that might poſhbly prevent his Return, he 
thought common Prudence ſhould oblige him 
to ſettle his Affairs in ſuch a Manner, as to 
prevent, in caſe of any unforeſeen Misfortune, 
Difficulties ariſing in the Partition of his Eſtate ; 
and after diſpoſing every thing moſt agreeable 
to his Inclinations, took a Farewel and fet out 
for England, leaving his Family and Friends 
under the maſt violent Concern, es if they had 
a 
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a ſecret Preſcience of what was to happen ; 
nor were their Fears groundlets, for the ſirit 
News they heard was, that the Ship in which 
he had ſailed meeting with a hard Gale of 
Wind, was unable to reſiſt the Impetuoſity of 
it, and in a violent Squal foundered e'er ſhe 
could make any Port, and it was imagined all 
the Crew and Paſlengers had periſhed, 

It 3s difficult to expreſs, and can only be 
conceived the Diſtraction that raged when a 
Certainty of this Misfortune arrived to his Fa- 
mily ; not all the Confolation of their moſt in- 
timate Acquaintance, for a long Time, was 
able to mitigate their Grief; his innate Worth 
and Goodneſs were too recent in their Memory 
to be ſoon obliterated ; for among the many 
Calamities that are incident to human Life, 
there are none that touch ſo ſenſibly as thoſe 
that befal Perſons who eminently love, and 
meet with a fatal Interruption of Happineſs 
when they leaſt expect it. Nor was this Loſs 
confined to them alone, his Friends ſhared a 
mutual Concern ; for never was private Man 
more eſteemed or more regretted, and the 
Neighbourhood which lately ſeemed the Re- 
ſidence of Happineſs and Content, was now 
changed to a Scat of Mouraing and Diſtreſs. 


B4 Time 


68) 
Time and Abſence, the uſual Remedies 


preſcribed for the moſt melancholy Accidents, 
or Diſappointments, here loſt their Efficacy; 


and Mrs. Villars and Charlotte retired ſtill more 


from the Company of their Friends, as their 
confolatory Remonſtrances grew more fre- 
quent; but this could not continue, for an 
Exceſs of Grief had ſo diſordered Char- 
latte's Conſtitution, that it threatned ſome ill 
Conſequence, and alarmed her Mother ſo much, 
that to prevent the impending Danger, it was 
judged neceſſary to carry her to the Metropo- 
lis, where a conſtant Succeſſion of Variety 
might divert her Thoughts, and by Degrees 
efface the Impreſſion her Father's Death had 
made on her Spirits. The Arrival of a Perſon 
hitherto not mentioned forwarded this Scheme, 
though for a different Purpoſe than was at firſt 
intended, 


CHAP, 
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CRF. 

A Brother of Mr. Villars arrives at 

Caſtle-Villars, and inſinuating himſelf 

into the Eſteem of the Widow, endea- 

vours to deprive her of the Eſtate, and 

commences a Law Suit againſt her, in 
which ſhe 1s caſt, 


AIR. Villars was originally of England, his 

Father was a Gentleman of a mode- 
rate Fortune, who by living up to the Extent 
of his Income, and giving his Children a libe- 
ral Education, was at length much embarraſſed, 
and obliged to retrench many ſuperfluous Ex- 
pences, in order to procure Employments for 
his Sons, the eldeſt of whom, (Charlotte's Fa- 
ther) obtained a Commiſſion in the Army, the 
other deſigning for the Law ; but never, ſurely, 
was there ſo great a Contraſt between the 
Diſpoſitions of two ſo nearly related. The 
Officer was brave, humane, and generous, 
making the Diſtreſſes of Mankind his own; 
and always, to his Ability, benevolent in re- 
lieving the oppreſſed; his happy Education gave 
him an Opportunity of ſearching into the 
Works of Nature, and of improving by his Ob- 
B 5 ſervations 


(„710% 


ſervations on Mankind. The Uſe he made of 
theſe Excellencies rendered him a valuable 
Friend, and an agreeable Companion. 

The younger Brother, in every Reſpect, dif- 
fered from the other; he had the moſt ſubtle 
Art of diſguiſing his Sentiments, his Words 
ever conveyed a double Meaning; no Bars of 
Honour were an Impediment where aught was 
to be obtained, and one, who from his Know- 
ledge in the baſe Quirks of the Law, was to 
be feared, even as a diſtant Acquaintance. 
The Money he had acquired (for he was rich) 
was the accumulated Spoil of the Orphan and 
the Widow ; he had the Art to impoſe upon 
his Brother, who, by his long Abſence, could 
not be ſuppoſed to have Opportunities of in- 
ſpecting his Conduct, nor forming ſo juſt a 
Judgment of his Actions, as thoſe who were 
more nearly Spectators of his Male practices. 

On the Confirmation of his Brother being 
loſt, he eagerly coveted his Eſtate, and with- 
out paying any Regard to Affinity of Blood, 
the Ties of Honour, or indeed common Hu- 
manity (to which he was an entire Stranger 
reſolved to leave no Scheme unpurſued to ſuc. 
ceed to the Poſſeſſion. 

When he arrived at Ca/tle-Villars, he put 
on the Appearance of a genuine Concern, con- 
doled with the diſconſolate Pair, and by the moſt 

wy in- 


(OJ 
inſinuating Behaviour endeavoured to pain their 
Confidence. So perfect a Maſter of Diſſimula- 
tion found no great Difficulty in impoſing on 
their too eaſy Credulity, and under the ſpeci- 
ous Appellation of a Brother and a Friend, 
was plotting at the Time he was ſo much 
careſſed: The moſt ungenerous Return to fo 
hoſpitable a Reception ! | 

He had ſeen and read his Brother's Will, 
and finding the Witneſſes to it were Servants 
in the Family, was determined to tamper with 
their Honeſty, and bribe them to be guilty of 
the blackeſt Ingratitude and Perjury. He, on 


. every Occaiion, behaved to them with a more 
particular Shew of Regard, and only waited 


an Opportunity to ſound them ; he was con- 
ſcious from his own Mind and Experience, 
that Self-intereſt is a moſt prevailing Principle, 
and that thoſe in a State of a Poverty were 
ſooneſt ſeduced by a Proſpect of Affluence: For 
this Purpoſe he prepared a Will ſuitable to his 
own Intereſt, and did not long wait e'er an 

Opportunity offered to execute his Scheme. 
One Morning when Mrs. Villars and her 
Daughter had gone out to viſit ſome Ladies in 
their Neighbourhood, he called theſe Witneſſes 
to him, and when he had enjoined them Se- 
crecy, told them how great his Concern was 
at the Loſs of ſo good a Brother, who, he ſaid, 
had, 


612) 
had he lived, did not intend two ſuch faithful 
Domeſtics ſhould long have long continued in 
ſo ſervile a Situation; I would not endeavour, 
ſays he, to inſinuate any thing to the Prejudice 
of his Widow, but would, and ever have made 
it my Study to do Juſtice to Mankind; this In- 
clination over- ballances whatever Affection I 
can have to my Siſter, and makes me act a 
Part that perhaps does not appear conſiſtent with 
that falſe Notion of Affection which frequently 
triumphs over Juſtice, I am convinced there 
has been ſome Injuſtice done in regard to his 
Will; for here, continues he, is a Will I found 
amongſt his other Papers, which I am firmly 
perſuaded is the one he intended to have exe- 
cuted, as he had already ſigned it; in it you 
ſhall ſee he has made a Proviſion for his Ser- 
vants, and particularly mentions you both as 
old faithful Domeſtics, bequeathing to each the 
Reverſion of a beneficial Farm: Now, as in 
all Probability your Miſtreſs might have ſeen 
this, and judging ſuch Legacies to be a Detri- 
ment to her and her Daughter, ſhe has un- 
doubtedly ſubſtituted. another in the Place of 
this, and has in a moſt fraudulent Manner de- 
prived you of what is legally yours. For me, I 
am entirely diſintereſted, the Part I a& only 
proceeds from Humanity; I cannot in Con- 
ſcience ; nay, I will not be aęceſſary to the 
| | - Impo- 


— 


' (a3)? 


' Impoſition. Was it not ſufficient that my Bro- 
ther left her a genteel Competency, but ſhe 


muſt endeavour to defraud the Labourer of his 
Hire? No, I will from this Moment do all-I 
can to ſerve you, and have already thought of 
a moſt effectual Method to put you in Poſſeſ- 
ſion of what ſhe has ſo artfully deprived ye; 
it was deſigned for ye, would have been yours 
by this Time, had ſhe acted juſtly by you; 
who can blame you for an Endeavour to ſecure 
your Rights, or call you ingrateful when the 
Affair is made public? the Odium and Reflec- 
tion will fall on her: And it only now remains 
for me to inform you how this muſt be execu- 
ted. As the Will your Miſtreſs is poſſeſſed of 
(but has not yet proved) was evidently not the 
intentional one, I have conſidered how you may 
invalidate that, prove the Legality of this, and 
become Men of ſome Conſequence in that Sta- 
tion of Life my deceived Brother deſigned for 
you. I myſelf, who can be ſuſpected, you both 
muſt imagine, of no Partiality, will take the 
Part of the injured and diſtreſſed. I can pro- 
poſe to myſelf no Advantage, but the Satiſ- 
faction of doing Juſtice, though my Brother 
had here made ſome kind Mention of me, yet 
his Favour was too ſmall for me to make a 
Demand of it. I will ſpeak to my Siſter to re- 
ſtore you your intended Legacies; if ſhe does 

A | not 
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had he lived, did not intend two ſuch faithful 
Domeſtics ſhould long have long continued in 
ſo ſervile a Situation; I would not endeavour, 
ſays he, to inſinuate any thing to the Prejudice 
of his Widow, but would, and ever have made 
it my Study to do Juſtice to Mankind; this In- 
clination over-ballances whatever Affection I 
can have to my Siſter, and makes me act a 
Part that perhaps does not appear conſiſtent with 
that falſe Notion of Affection which frequently 
triumphs over Juſtice, I am convinced there 
has been ſome Injuſtice done in regard to his 
Will ; for here, continues he, is a Will I found 
amongſt his other Papers, which 1 am firmly 
perſuaded is the one he intended to have exe- 
cuted, as he had already ſigned it; in it you 
ſhall ſee he has made a Proviſion for his Ser- 
vants, and particularly mentions you both as 
old faithful Domeſtics, bequeathing to each the 
Reverſion of a beneficial Farm : Now, as in 
all Probability your Miſtreſs might have ſeen 
this, and judging ſuch Legacies to be a Detri- 
ment to her and her Daughter, ſhe has un- 
doubtedly ſubſtituted another in the Place of 
this, and has in a moſt fraudulent Manner de- 
prived you of what is legally yours. For me, I 
am entirely diſintereſted, the Part I act only 
proceeds from Humanity; I cannot in Con- 


ſcience z nay, 1 will, not be agceſſary to the 
| - Impo- 
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Impoſition. Was it not ſufficient that my Bro- 
ther left her a gentee] Competency, but ſhe 
muſt endeavour to defraud the Labourer of his 
Hire? No, I will from this Moment do all-I 
can to ſerve you, and have already thought of 
a moſt effectual Method to put you in Poſſeſ- 
ſion of what ſhe has ſo artfully deprived ye; 
it was deſigned for ye, would have been yours 
by this Time, had ſhe acted juſtly by you; 
who can blame you for an Endeavour to ſecure 
your Rights, or call you ingrateful when the 
Affair is made public? the Odium and Reflec- 
tion will fall on her: And it only now remains 
for me to inform you how this muſt be execu- 
ted. As the Will your Miſtreſs is poſſeſſed of 
(but has not yet proved) was evidently not the 
intentional one, I have conſidered how you may 
invalidate that, prove the Legality of this, and 
become Men of ſome Conſequence in that Sta. 
tion of Life my deceived Brother deſigned for 
you. I myſelf, who can be ſuſpected, you both 
mult imagine, of no Partiality, will take the 
Part of the injured and diſtreſſed, I can pro- 
poſe to myſelf no Advantage, but the Satiſ- 
faction of doing Juſtice, though my Brother 
had here made ſome kind Mention of me, yet 
his Favour was too' ſmall for me to 'make a 
Demand of it. I will ſpeak to my Siſter to re- 
ſtore you your intended Legacies ; if ſhe does 
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had he lived, did not intend two ſuch faithful 
Domeſtics ſhould long have long continued in 
ſo ſervile a Situation; I would not endeavour, 
ſays he, to inſinuate any thing to the Prejudice 
of his Widow, but would, and ever have made 
it my Study to do Juſtice to Mankind; this In- 
clination over-ballances whatever Affection I 
can have to my Siſter, and makes me act a 
Part that perhaps does not appear conſiſtent with 
that falſe Notion of Affection which frequently 
triumphs over Juſtice, I am convinced there 
has been ſome Injuſtice done in regard to his 
Will; for here, continues he, is a Will J found 
amongſt his other Papers, which I am firmly 
perſuaded is the one he intended to have exe- 
cuted, as he had already ſigned it; in it you 
ſhall ſee he has made a Proviſion for his Ser- 
vants, and particularly mentions you both as 
old faithful Domeſtics, bequeathing to each the 
Reverſion of a beneficial Farm : Now, as in 
all Probability your Miſtreſs might have ſeen 
this, and judging ſuch Legacies to be a Detri- 
ment to her and her Daughter, ſhe has un- 
doubtedly ſubſtituted another in the Place of 
this, and has in a moſt fraudulent Manner de- 
prived you of what is legally yours. For me, I 
am entirely diſintereſted, the Part I act only 
proceeds from Humanity; I cannot in Con- 
ſcience z nay, 1 will not be agceſſary to the 
| | - Impo- 
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Impoſition. Was it not ſufficient that my Bro- 
ther left her a gentee] Competency, but ſhe 
muſt endeavour to defraud - the Labourer of his 
Hire? No, I will from this Moment do all-I 
can to ſerve you, and have already thought of 
a moſt effectual Method to put you in Poſſeſ- 
ſion of what ſhe has fo artfully deprived ye; 


it was deſigned for ye, would have been yours 


by this Time, had ſhe acted juſtly by you; 
who can blame you for an Endeavour to ſecure 
your Rights, or call you ingrateful when the 
Affair is made public? the Odium and Reflec- 
tion will fall on her : And it only now remains 


for me to inform you how this muſt be execu- 


ted. As the Will your Miſtreſs is poſſeſſed of 
(but has riot yet proved) was evidently not the 
intentional one, I have conſidered how you may 
invalidate that, prove the Legality of this, and 
become Men of ſome Conſequence in that Sta- 
tion of Life my deceived Brother deſigned for 
you. I myſelf, who can be ſuſpected, you both 
mult imagine, of no Partiality, will take the 
Part of the injured and diſtreſſed. I can pro- 
poſe to myſelf no Advantage, but the Satiſ- 
faction of doing Juſtice, though my Brother 
had here made ſome kind Mention of me, yet 
his Favour was too ſmall for me to make a 
Demand of it. I will ſpeak to my Siſter to re- 
ſtore you your intended Legacies 3 if ſhe does 
& not 
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not comply with this Demand, you. ſhall ſign 
this Will which is ſo much in Favour of you, 
and to which you may, with the ſtricteſt Juſ- 
tice, ſwear, as I ſhall take effectual Means to 
remove every Obſtacle we may meet with 
from the other Will. Leave the Management 
of the whole to me, and the Farms will indiſ- 
putably be your own. Accept of this as an 
Earneſt of my future Favour, and conſider of 
it ; at the ſame Time making them a Preſent 
he diſmiſſed them. 

This Diſcourſe, which was calculated to the 
Meridian of their Underſtanding, had its due 
Effect, and the Lawyer exulted in the. Succeſs 
of his Addreſs ; and though the Proſecution of 
his Scheme would be attended with repeated 
Perjuries, he ſtill thought 6 


Oaths are but Mord, and Wards but Wind. 


And this was one material Article of his Be- 
lief; as to the reſt, we ſhall introduce our 
Reader to a better Acquaintance with him. 
Having made repeated Trials how far he 
could rely on the Conſcience of his ſuborned 
Evidences, and having given them every In- 
ſtruction neceſſary in the Courſe of executing 
their Undertakings, he thought .it high Time 
to put his intended Scheme in Execution, and 
5 : told 
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told his Siſter, that for ſeveral Reaſons 
he begged ſhe would indulge him with 


the Peruſal of his Brother's Will. This Re- 


queſt Mrs, Villar readily complied with, and 
delivered it into his Hands; he catcfully put 
it in his Pocket, and the next Morning deli- 
vered the one he had forged, endorſed, and 
ſolded as the Will was that he received from 
her. She gave it to Charlotte to lock up, with- 
out once examining the Contents. 

Some Days paſſed without his proceeding 
further, when ſome trivial Diſpute ariſing, 
which he purpoſely fomented, he ſaid he was 
quite tired with living in a Houſe in which his 
Company was become ſo obnoxious, and that 
nothing ſhould have detained him ſo long 
there, but that he waited the Execution of his 
Brother's Will; that he had now loſt all Pa- 
tience, and his Buſineſs in London ſuffering by 
his Abſence, he inſiſted on the Performance of 
his Brother's laſt Commands. 

Mrs. Villars was piqued at an Aſperſion ſo 
baſe, and with ſome Reſentment replied, that 
her Conduct had been always ſuch as needed 
no Apology, and that as to her Huſband's 
Will, ſhe was conſcious. ſhe had executed it 
with the ſtricteſt Juſtice, but effectually to fi- 
lence all Clamours, and to prevent any future 
Diſputes on that Subject, ſhe would once more 


read 
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read the Will to him, and convince him of the 
Falſhood- of his Aſſertion. Charlotte was de- 
ſired to produce the Will, which Mrs. Villars 
no ſooner opened, than it occaſioned ſo ſud- 
den an Alteration in her Countenance, that her 
Daughter immediately perceived it, and with 
the moſt tender Emotion / enquired the Cauſe 
of it ; ſhe anſwered, you will not be ſurpriaed, 
my . at the ſudden ſhock I have felt, 
when I tell you that this is a forged Will, and 
as the Original was never out of my Poſſeſ- 
ſion but one Night when your Uncle had it, 
it is but too evident that a Scheme is formed 
to defraud us. As for you, Sir, addrefling 
herſelf to the Lawyer, you may applaud your- 
ſelf for your Dexterity, but I truſt too much to 
the Juſtice of my Cauſe, to be under any Ap- 
prehenſions from your Deſigns ; in the mean 
Time I ſhall efteem your Abſence the greateſt 
Favour you can conſer on me. As to my Ab- 
ſence from hence, replicd the Lawyer, though 
I might juſtly diſpute your Pretenſions, yet 1 
am willing to accommodate every Thing with 
Juſtice and Friendſhip to you and to myſelf ; 
you ſurely are acquainted with my Brother's 
Writing, and as to the Witneſſes, the Identity 
of their ſigning is ſoon proved ; the Servants 
were immediately called, and both acknow- 
_ their Hands. This was a moſt con- 

vincing 


(17) 
vincing Proof to Mrs. Villars, that they had 
been corrupted, and were concerned in the 
Plot with her Brother ; ſhe blamed herſelf for 
ever truſting the Will out of her Cuſtody, and 
was ſenſible that her Situation was worſe than 
ſhe at firſt imagined. However, in a few 


Days Mr. Villars ſet out for Dublin, and took 


with him the two Witneſſes whoſe Honeſty 
he ſaid might be tampered with, and to pre- 
vent any ill Uſage that might attend their Ad- 
herence to Juſtice. They needed not much 
Perſuaſion to comply; abandoned entirely to 
the Intereſt of their Director, they were pre- 
pared to be guilty of the higheſt Ingratitude, 
never reflecting how much it was their Duty 
to protect a Family they had ſo long ſerved 
with fuch Fidelity ; and entirely forgetting, nay 
inſulting the Memory of the beſt of Maſters, 
But what will not Self-Intereft make ſome ca- 
pable of doing? that Bane to Honeſty, that 
Seducer of every virtuous Principle! They 
had now gone too far to retreat, and ſet out 
accordingly with with Mr. Villars, who was 
exulting in the ſecure Proſpect of his Suc- 
ceſs, 


On his Arrival in Dublin, his immediate Care 
was to commence a Suit at Law againſt his Siſter, 
for endeavouring to exclude him from receiving 
any Benefit from the Diſpoſition of his deceaſed 

A Bro- 
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Rrother's Eſtate, in his Favour ; and, in ſhort, 
took every Method that could ſerve to caſt an 
Odium on the Widow, and prejudice the Pub- 
lic in his Favour. 

Nor was Mrs Villars unemployed, ſhe was 
conſcious ſhe had every thing to tear from the 
Artifice of a deſigning Villain; ſhe applied to, 
and conſulted with all her Friends; and, having 
taken all the neceſlary Meaſures, ſet out for the 
Metropolis, where ſhe found fo ſalſe a Repre- 
ſentation had already been propagated, as left 
her no room to expect Favour, but from the Ju- 
ſtice of her Cauſe. Her Counſel gave her but 
little Encouragement to hope for Succeſs, when 
ſhe aſked their Advice ; ſome of them had heard 
of him in England, and told her their Senti- 
ments of his Principles, with ſuch aggravating 
Circumſtances as his Conduct had given Founda- 
tion to rcport; and, at the fame time, adviſed 


her, if ſhe ſhould meet with no Redreſs in their 


Courts, to transfer her Cauſe to London, where 
he was more known; and his Character ſo in- 
famous. But, as ſhe had faithfully diſcloſed every 
Circumſtance, they much feared that no Mea- 
ſures could be taken to confute or expoſe him, 
but by endeavouring to ſound his Evidence, 
This, ſhe ſaid, was an hazardous, and, ſhe 
feared, an ineffectual Method, for certainly they 
were highly bribed, and had already been too 
often 
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aten catechiſed to be deficient in their Leſſons; 
that if an Endeavour to gain them over was her 
only hope, ſhe would not entertain ſo weak an 
one, but did not deſpair that Providence in timo 
would explode, and bring to light, ſo great a 
Villany. 

The Term began in which her Cauſe was 
to be determined; but Mr. Villars had fo 
well managed his Proceſs, the Evidence were 
ſo poſitive, the Will proved with all the Energy 
of Perjury, that, notwithſtanding the Appear- 
ance of Truth in the perſuaſive Eloquence of 
Innocence, a Verdict was given againſt the Wi- 
dow with Coſts of Suit, and ſhe adjudged a 
Jointure of One hundred Pounds a Year, and 
Two thouſand Pounds for Charlotte. 

Indeed Mr. Villars, in his forging of the Will, 
mentioned this Bequeſt with ſome Reluctance; 
and, had he obeyed his avaritious Inclination, 


would have totally excluded them; but the 
Friends of his Brother, he knew were well con- 


vinced of his Affection to his Wife and Daugh- 
ter, and that he would not have left them deſti- 
tute. The allotting a Sufficiency for them was 
a refined Policy, as it took off all Suſpicion; 
and he has ſince been heard to acknowlege that 
this was his Maſter- piece; but, being informed 
that his Siſter intended to lodge an Appeal in 
ſome ſuperior. Court, he ſet out for England, 
2 taking 
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taking his Accomplices with him, that he might 
have them more immediately under his Inſpec- 
tion,' and ready for the next Emergency. 


_ 


CHAT. II. 


Mrs. Villars and her Daughter are adviſed 
to proſecute their Suit in England. An 
Admirer of Charlotte's is diſguſted at ber 
Behaviour, and takes a fatal Reſolution, 
but is prevented by his Friends from ſuf- 


feria by 11. 


HOUGH Mrs. Villar's Affairs were far 
from being reduced to an Extremity, yet 
the Loſs ſhe ſuffered was too conſiderable, not 
to attempt retrieving it; the Jointure provided 
for her was ſmall in compariſon of what ſhe en- 
joyed before ; and ſhe was determined, in con- 
ſequence of the Advice of her Friends, to proſe- 
cute her Aﬀairs in England, and to reduce her 
Family ſuitable to her preſent Circumſtances, 
To this End ſhe retrenched many ſuperfluous 
Expences, retaining only one Maid who had 
lived with her ſome Years, and begged an Ex- 
emption from the general Diſcharge. 
It was not however with that Regret natura] 
to People who are about to quit their native 


Country, 
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Country, that our Travellers leſt Ca/tle Villars ; 
it was much alleviated by the Proſpect of re- 
trieving their Loſs in an Engh/ſh Court of Judi- 
cature ; and, after an affectionate Parting with 
her Friends, ſhe quitted the Country, and ſet 
forward on her Journey. As to Charlotte, her 
Charms had already made ſome Conquelts ; and 
amongſt her Admirers, thoſe of a more gay Turn 
inſiſted on ſceing her on board, while others, of 
a more ſedentary Diſpoſition, indulged their me- 
lancholy Ideas and Reflections at home. Amongſt 
the latter, there was a young Man, whoſe Cir- 
cumſtances were but indifferent; but through 
Simplicity his Vanity was great; he had, by 
ſome Means, unaccountably entertained a No- 
tion that Charlotte had particularized him in 
Marks of her Eſteem ; which Suppoſition was 
only founded on that Sweetneſs of Temper and 
Complaiſance with which ſhe treated every- 
body. Infected with ſuch a weak Underſtand- 
ing, we need not be ſurpriſed if Self-opinion 
blew ſuch a Notion into a Flame; and he re- 
ſented fo highly her Indifference at Parting, 
which he imagined to be intirely owing to the 
Levity of the Sex, that, as he could not up- 
braid her perſonally, he determined to take a 
deſperate Courſe, and cure himſelf, by putting 
an End at once to his Paſſion, with his Liſe. 
One 
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One Inconvenience however ſeemed to attend 
this Reſolution ; the World, he was ſenſible, 
would not fail to paſs the moſt ſevere Judgment 
on ſuch an Action, the Heinouſneſs of which, he 
imagined, was much palliated by its Cauſe. 
Havi. g conſidered a Jong time, and wearied his 
Brains in planning the moſt plauſible Explana- 
tion, he at laſt determined to inform an intimate 
Acquaintance with the whole of his Reſolution; 
and, big with the important Secret, went to 
him. His Friend, who was throughly acquaint- 
ed with his natural Foibleſſe, perceiving an un- 
uſual Melancholy ſeated on his Brow, and know- 
ing his Paſſion ſor Charlotte, readily conjectured 
that her Departure was the Reaſon of it; but 


little imagined, that it could have been attended 


with any ill Conſequence to the Lover, who, 
after ſeveral incoherent Attempts to ſpeak, with 
much Difficulty at laſt informed him of his De- 
termination, and its Cauſe, but at the ſame time 
ſeemed to heſitate about the Manner of putting 
it in Execution. His Friend was much concern- 
ed at this Proof of his Simplicity, but was in 
Hopes of finding out ſome Expedient of curing 
him of his Love, and, at the ſame time, pre- 
ſerve his Life. After fome Pauſe: he told him, 
That he applauded his Conſtancy, and admired 
his Reſolution; but really, ſays he, as to your 
Petformance, and the Method, I am niuch per- 

plexed 2 
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plexed ; Inſtances of this Nature are ſo very un- 
common, that I am intirely at a Loſs for a Pre- 
cedent. Some of the greateſt Men in the World 
have made Reſolves like you, and, though for 
different Cauſes, have ſought for Eaſe in Death, 
why then ſhould I be ſurpriſed at you? But to 
prevent the Cenſure of the ignorant, and to give 
my Advice as you have required it, are the only 
Proofs of Friendſhip in my Power ; you muſt 
be informed, continues he, That I had once 
contracted an Intimacy with a Man well experi. 
enced in the Knowlege of Simples, their va- 


rious Qualities and Effects; he often commu-— 


nicated his Secrets to me; and, amongſt the reſt, 
he ſhewed me a Plant, the Juice of which op- 
perates by ſlow Degrees, and in time affects the 
Vital Parts, without the leaſt Pain, or leaving 
the leaſt viſible Marks of Violence; thus the 
Patient ſinks with Eaſe to Reſt, and while he 
ſets himſelf at Liberty from Adverſity or Reflec- 
tion, prevents the Imputation of Suicide. This 
is a moſt effectual as well as an eaſy Method, 
and the only one I can propoſe. I will procure 
the Draft; and, by ſerving you in this laſt Act 
of Life, convince you of my Friendſhip: To 
Night you may expect me; and, in the mean 
time, ſummon all your Refolution to exccute 
with becoming Fortitude ſo praiſe-worthy a De- 
termination. | 

2 His 
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His Friend according]y retired, and he employ- fl 
ed the Interval of Time to write a pathetic Epiſtle a 
to Charlotte, which I cannot inform the Reader Y 
with any Degree of Certainty whether it ever T 
reached her, or, if it did, whether ſhe paid any a 
Attention to it or not. Be this as it will, at 
Nine of the Clock at Night his Friend came to 
him, and brought with him a Phial, in which 
he ſaid was contained the neceſſary Draft. The 1 
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Lover eagerly ſeized it, and had, for ſome Mo- I 

ments, beheld it with a Look in which was 1 

painted all the Variety of Paſſions that affect a t. 

Breaſt overwhelmed with Deſpair, before his | 

Grief could find Utterrance ; at length, Happy 3 © 

Phyſician, ſays he, of all my Care, Prelude to ſe 

more real Satisfaction than the Smiles of a de- | 

ceitful Woman ! Oh Charlotte, Charlotte ! little a 

did I imagine, when you ſeemed to diſtinguin Aa 

me from the Number of your Admirers, that I 1 

ſhould at laſt be treated with ſuch Indifference: h 

| Not one kind Look to feed my Paſſion in your e 
Abſence, unworthy Girl that you are: Is this b 
| my Recompence? is this the Return made to 4 
if the moſt ſincere Paſſion that ever warmed a © 
| youthful Heart ? Cruel and ungenerous Maid, 1 &! 
unworthy of the Sacrifice I make thee, and ig- h 

norant of the Fate attending the moſt faithful 0 
Lover, little doſt thou think of what I undergo, - 


| nor doſt thou dream of a Reward for my Con- 
ſtancy ! 
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ſtancy ! Malignant was the Planet that preſided 
at my Birth ; and all my Joys are blaſted by 
your Ingratitude. But I will complain no more; 
my Reſolves are fixed, This I drink off to Love 
and thee, 

Having finiſhed his Declamation, he ſwal- 
lowed the Draft, and, with much Compolure, 
thanked his Fricnd for this laſt Inſtance of his 
Regard ; then ſeating himſelf, he waited the 
Effects of his Reſolution. After a few Minutes 
Intermiſſion, the Candle by Accident was ex- 
tinguiſhed, and his Friend went down Stairs to 
light it, ſhutting the Door after him; but who 
can deſcribe the Terror and Aſtoniſhment that 
ſcized the unfortunate Hero, when being left 
in the Dark and alone, on the Back of the Door 
appeared a ghaſtly Head which ſeemed to burn, 
and over it, in legible Characters that lamed— 
Die, and be danned—This frightful Apparition 
had ſuch an Effect on his Spirits that he ſcream- 
ed aloud, and fainted ; his Friend, who ex- 
pected this Accident, had previouſly deſired an 
Acquaintance of his, with whom he had con- 
certed the Scheme, to be ready ; and, hearing 
the Noiſe, immediately haſtened up Stairs to 
his Aſſiſtance ; but on their opening the Door 
ſuch an Effluvia, not of Sweets, but the natural 
Effects of the: Draught (which was Jallap) aſ- 
faulted their ſenſative Faculties in ſo violent a 

Cc Manner, 
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Manner, that it was ſome time before they 


cduld lend the neceſſary Help to the wretched 
Lover, who, being a little recovered from his 
Fright, was ſoon ſenſible of his Situation; and 
imputing this Accident, and ill Succeſs of the 


Poiſon, to his Strength of Conſtitution, was 
almoſt mad at the Condition in which he found 
himſelf expoſed; and the continual Operation 
of the Doſe ſo effectually weakened him, that 


they were obliged to put him to-bed, and 


give him ſuch Medicines as were judged proper; 


but, notwithſtanding all their Care, the violent 


Agitation of his Spirits threw him into a Fever, 
in which he continually raved of Charlotte and 


the Apparition ; which was no more than the 
Effects of Phoſphorus, his Friend had made uſe | 
of during his Addreſs to the Phial, to render his | 
In his Intervals of F 
Reaſon, a worthy Clergyman was ſent to him, 
to whom he communicated his Intention of 
making an End of himſelf, his taking Poiſon, | 
and his ſeeing the Apparition ; of all which the 
Divine was already informed, and made uſe of 
his Apprehenſions to ſet before him in a proper 


Scheme more effectual. 


Light the Folly he had been guilty of; and 


added ſuch good Advice, that the Lover was 


once more reconciled to Life, and convinced 


of the Abſurdity of his Proceedings. He was 1 


ſoon after reſtored to his Health, and was one 
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4 of the firſt to relate and laugh at the story 
is amongſt his Acquaintance. | 

id | | — 390! rope gli 
2 CHAP IV. 

1 


hn Mrs. Villars and her Daughter ſet out for 


at England. Their Entertainment during 
un 3 their Paſſage, and their Arrival at Lon- 

55 don. 

nt | 

er, FT ER ſettling every thing material, and 

nd N having engaged with a Maſter of a Ship 

* for their Paſſage, Mrs. Villars went on board 

uſe with Charlotte, and joined in Company with the 


reſt of the Paſſengers, conſiſting of an Engliſh 
Gentleman and his Wife, a Clergyman, and a 
young Officer his Brother. After the uſual 
2 Compliments were paſſed, and an Intimacy ea- 
ſily contracted between Perſons of Politeneſs in 
the lame Circumſtances, there was the faireſt 

Proſpect of an agrecable Paſſage; every one en- 
dcavouring by an eaſy Chearfulneſs to contri- 
bute to the general Entertainment; the Offi- 
cer alone ſeemed at Intervals to be violently 
1 diſturbed, by ſows, ſeeret.,Piforder ; and, not. 
Tvithſtanding his Endeavours-to conceal his Cha- 
rin, the Marks of his Uneaſineſs were but too 
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legible in his Countenance. He ſometimes ; 
ſeemed to ſuppreſs a Sigh, and then the Paſſion, | i 
as if diſdaining Oppoſition, forced its Vent in 
Tears: He could not bear a Moment's Reftec - 
tion, but inexpreſſible Anguiſh harrowed his 4 
Soul. The Company, willing to alleviate his F. 
| Concern, tried every Method to amuſe him, 
but in vain, his Grief ſeemed rooted in his 
Breaſt. 
Such an Appearance of Diſtreſs in ſo young a 
Perſon, excited the general Curioſity ; they 
ſcrupled hinting to him any Defire of Informa- 
tion, but were determined to addreſs his Bro- 
ther, in hopes of learning the Occaſion, The 
Clergyman on the firſt Application of his Que- 
riſts, told them, that though he was young he 
had met with ſuch Misfortunes, as required all 
the Experience and Philoſophy of Age, to bear 

with Reſignation ; and that if a Recital of them 
could afford any Satisfaction to the Company, 
he was ready to oblige them. They acknow. 
leged the Favour, and he proceeded: 

We are, ſaid he, the Sons of a Gentleman 
in the North, who, having it in his Power to 
indulge our different Inclinations in regard to 
Choice of Profeſſions, was reſolved to ſpare. no 
Coſts in rendẽring us fit for our reſpective Da- 
Thations. When I was of a proper Age and 
Capacity, I was fent to the Univerſity, and in 
| | two | 
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two Years after a Commiſſion was purchaſed 


for my Brother, whoſe ſprightly enterprizing 
Genius was more ſuitable to the military Life 
than mine, which has ever been of a more re- 
ſerved Turn. He had not been two Years in 
the Service when he married; and, on his pro- 
poling to ſpend a few Weeks at my Father's, I 
obtained Leave of Abſence to partake of the 
Pleaſure of his Company, as I had not ſeen him 
ſince my firſt Admiſſion to the Univerſity. It 
will be neceſſary to inform you, that, durin£ 
my Studies, I contracted an Intimacy with one 
Mr. Manly, a gay young Gentleman, who had 
been of infinite Service to ine on many Occa- 
ſions. One Morning early he came to my 
Chambers, and with his uſual Freedom, which 


our Friendſhip privileged, told me, he had an 


Affair of the utmoſt Conſequence on his Hands» 
and defired I would accompany him in a ſmall 
Jaunt to the Country; and as we went he 
would let me know it, I immediately dreſſed 
myſelf, and we began our Excurſion, My dear 
Friend, fays he, it is near twelve Months, you 
know, ſince I was obliged to go into the Coun- 
try to aſſiſt at the Celebration of my Uncle's 
Marriage, and to ſhare the Mirth uſual on ſuch 
an Occaſion. I had been hunting one Day, 
and meeting with fome ſtrange Company we 
Joined Parties, and continued our Sport the 
C 3 whole 
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whole Day; towards the Cloſe of the Evening, 


one of the Gentlemen inſiſted on my going 


home with him and ſtaying all Night, I was ' 


eaſily perſuaded, and went with him. His Wife 


and Daughter gave me a genteel Reception; 


and there was ſomething ſo airy and agreeable 


in the Behaviour of the latter, that my Eyes 


were fixed on her during Supper. I was not 
fuch a Novice in Intrigue, as not to perceive 


that this ſilent Admiration was pleaſing to her; 


and I was determined to take Advantage of it. 
We had no ſooner retired from Supper to 
our ſeparate Apartments, than I began to 
plan Schemes of executing my Deſign, when 


the dear Girl, I ſuppoſe on purpoſe, paſſed by 


my Door, as if to give a Servant ſome frivo- 
lous Orders; and as ſhe returned I followed 


© 4 - . 
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her ſoftly to her Room, which we entered to- J 
gether. She ſeemed prodigiouſſy ſurprized, and 


reprimanded my Rudeneſs; but on my apoli- 
gizing for it, and attributing my Boldneſs to 
the Vehemence of my Paſſion, an Explanation 
enſued which completed my Succeſs. In the 
Morning I returned to my own Chamber; and 
in two or three Days quitted my hoſpitable En- 
tertainers. Since that Time we have kept up a 
literary Correſpondence, in which ſhe informed 
me of her being with Child. We have con- 
certed Meaſures to deceive the old Folks ; and 
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F have lodged her. at a neighbouring, V inage 
where ſhe has been delivered of a fine Gu), 


to which I beg you will ſtand Godfather, 


This was the Purport of his Diſcourſe: 
When we arrived at the Houſe, we were in- 
troduced to a genteel Apartment, where L ſaw 
the Lady and the Infant. She ſeemed to be 
about eighteen, a peculiar Elegance in the Sym- 
metry of her Features, and her whole Perſon 
really charming ; yet I thought there was a 
certain Forwardneſs that ſeemed to indicate no 
great Stock of Modeſty, and if I was charmed 
at her Form, I was diſguſted at her Behaviour ; 
however I concealed my real Sentiments of her 
in Complaiſance to my Friend, who ſeemed too. 
much bigotted to her Perfections to regard her 
Faults. As ſoon as the Ceremony was over, 
we took our Leaves and returned to. Town, 
and in a Fortnight after Mr. Manly informed 
me that ſhe had retired into the Country, and 
I never gave myſelf the Trouble to enquire 


further about her. 


On my Arrival at my Father's, the Meeting 


| between my Brother and me was attended with 


that ſincere Affection we had ever entertained 
for each other ; but what could equal my Aſto- 
niſhment, when in his Wife I recollected the 


X Features of the young Lady I have juſt men- 


toned it gave ſo violent a Turn to my Blood, 
C4 that 
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that I was obliged to retire and recover myſell. 
I did not wonder at her Ignorance of me, for 
fince I had ſeen her, the Small-Pox had en- 
tirely changed my Looks; however, I reſolv- 
ed not to let a Syllable eſcape me, that ſhould 
betray any former Knowledge of her; for I 
entertained ſome Hopes that ſhe might have 
repented of her Folly, and make a good Wife 
beſides, I had too great a Tenderneſs for my 
Brother to diſcloſe any Thing that ſhould give 
him Uneaſineſs. This was acting the moſt 
prudent Part, though at the ſame "Time I was 
determined ever to preſerve a ſtrict Obſervance 
on my Siſter's Conduct, and if I found her de- 
viating in the leaſt from the Duty ſhe owed 
my Brother, that I would at all Events expoſe 
her Behaviour to him. He did not remain 


long at my Father's, but returned with his 


Wife to his Quarters, which were a confider- 
able Diſtance from the Metropolis. In about 


three Months after I received a Letter from a 
Gentleman in the ſame Regiment with my Bro- 


ther, giving me moſt convincing Reaſons for 
his Suſpicion of my Siſter's Fidelity. 1 haſten- 


ed into the Country on this Occaſion, and at 
my Arrival found my Brother in a high Fever, 


and his Wife, by Order of the commanding 


Officer, turned aut. of the Garriſon, where eve- 


ry one adviſed her to quit the Town, and 
retire 
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retire into the Country. This Advice ſhe re- 


jected, in Hopes of ſeeing her Huſband, and 
ſoothing him to Forgiveneſs; but I intercep- 
tec all her Meſſages, and wrote her a Letter 
2 couched in the moſt reproachful Terms. I 
told her of what I knew of her Conduct before 
Marriage, and cenſured her for her Behaviour 
ſince, aſſuring her that nothing ſhould ſhelter 
her from my Reſentment, but her Abſence; in 
ſhort, I omitted no Arguments to induce her 
to a Compliance, At length ſhe ſet out for 
Dublin, having previouſly informed her Gal- 
lant with her intended Journey, During my 
2 Brother's Illneſs, I begged my Correſpondent 


to inform me of the Particulars of the Affair, 
and by what Means they were detected. He 


very readily complied with my Requeſt, and 
he began in the following Terms. When, ſaid 
he, your Brother and his Wife came hither 
they were very much careſſed, not only on 
Account of their being a moſt amiable Couple, 
but likewiſe for that Sweetneſs of Temper 
7 which has endeared him to all his Acquaintance. 
] Among the gay young Gentlemen of the Town, 
there was one whoſe very Appearance was as 
remarkably ordinary as your Brother's was 
2 agreeable ; between him and your Siſter there 

grew ſo ſcandalous a Familiarity, that the Pub. 
_ Flig cenſured her highly, and wondered at your 


C5 Brother's 
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Brother's Blindneſs, who, indeed, had too 


much Confidence in her Virtue ; but repeated 


Inſinuations at length prevailed on him to in- 
ſpect her Conduct more narrowly, and he em- 


ployed two or three Friends to give him Infor- 4 
mation; they were not long eier they had an 


Opportunity to dete them at their Rendez- 


vous when they leaſt ſuſpected it; here, how- © 


ever, your Brother was convinced of the Cer- 
tainty of his Diſgrace, which had ſo violent an 


Effect on him, as- abſolutely prevented him 


from infliting the Puniſhment due on the Au- 


thor of it: It was ſome Moments e'er he reco- | 
vered his Apprehenſion; his Wife, in the mean 
Time, had retired ; not through a Principle of 
Shame, but in Hopes that when the Height of 
his Reſentment was abated, ſhe might with a 
ſeigned Penitence obtain his Forgiveneſs. - A 


violent Fever that ſeized your Brother, and 


your obliging her to quit the Town, has pre- 1 


vented that. 


I thanked my Friend for his Information, and 
toon after, on my Brother's Recovery, he ob- 
tained Leave to ſell his Commiſſion in that Re- 
giment, and bought another in one that was 
going abroad, where he continued for three 


Years ;-.but neither Time nor. Abſence could 


eraſe the cruel Remembrance from his Breaſt ; | 
for at his Return he: made frequent Enquiries | 
about 


80 


. 
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about his unhappy Wife, but for a long Time 
without any . Succeſs, as none of his Friends 


1 choſe to aggravate his Sorrows by any further 
Information of her Infamy. He was reſerved 
for a more ſevere Trial, which. I fear will im- 


bitter eyery future Minute of his Life. Com- 
ing home late one Evening, he was frequently 
joſtled by a young Fellow who had overtaken 
him; and my Brother imagining it was one of a 
Gang of Thieves that infeſted the Town at 
that Time, drew his Sword, and was deter- 
mined to be on his Guard. He was ſtill fol- 


7 lowed, and going through a dark Court the 
Man ran up to him, and not perceiving his 


Sword, received the Point of it in his Boſom., 
People paſſing by immediately ſecured him, 


and upon examining the Corpſe, it was found to 
be a Woman, My Brother's fatal Curioſity 
prompted him to ſee her, but a Flaſh of Light- 


ning could not have had a more inſtantancous 
Effect, than the Face of his murdered wretched 


Wife, He was with much Difficulty ſeparated 
from the Body, and his diſtracted Com- 


plaints on the melancholy Occaſion moved 


every Breaſt to Pity. He afterwards was tried 


—# 


more for Form's Sake than Deteſtation of the 


Fact. But not being able to beat a Climate that 


has been productive of nothing but Miſery to 
bim, be ie going to travel, and I bear him 
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Company, that I may not leave him too much 
in the Power of his own Reflection. 

It will be neceſſary to inform you, that her 
Gallant, on her quitting the Garriſon, carried 
her to Dublin, but in a Month's Time finding 
her quite abandoned to Vice, he quitted her, 
leaving her to experience the utmoſt Diſtreſſes 
of Proſtitution and Poverty. She, at laſt, was 
fo profligate as to dreſs in Man's Cloaths, as 


ſhe did that night my unfortunate Brother met 


her. 
The Gentleman has ſince entered into boly 


Orders and lives a moſt auſtere Example, con- 


feſſing to his Friends, that he never would have 
engaged in ſuch an Intrigue, had ſhe not made 


the firſt Advances. Thus have I to the beſt of 


my Recollection informed you of the moſt ma- 
terial Incidents of my Brother's Life, and his 
Misfortunes, whoſe Reſolution I fear will never 


ſupport him in the midſt of ſuch Affliction. 

The Company thanked him in the politeſt 
Terms for his Favour, and made ſuch Remarks 
as their different Sentiments ſuggeſted to them, 


when the near Proſpect of the Britzh Shore in- 
terrupted the many melancholy Reflections that 
muſt naturally ariſe from ſuch an intereſting 
Hiſtory. They agreed, as their Rout was to 
terminate ãt the ſame Place, not to ſeparate, 
r continue their agreeable Union. In a 
few 


þ ge 5 
F 


er 


(+ 
* 
oY 
1- 
at 
8 
to 


< & 


dn — 
4 1 
by, 2 HT F h % r 
OY we "Ez; N rg. 1 pK "x 7 


(37) 

few Hours they landed at Cheſter, and having 
hired proper Conveyances ſet out for London, 
where, as nothing material happened upon the 
Road, they ſoon arrived; and after mutual 


Promiſes of cultivating a further Intimacy, re- 
tired as their reſpectiye Buſineſs called them. 
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CHAP: M 


A new Cbaradcter introduced by the Name 

of Mr. Ruſtick, who pays his Addreſſes 

to the Widow ; they go into the Country 

with him to his Eſtate, where he projects 

a Match between his Son and Char- 
lotte. 


RS. Villars and her Daughter had no 
ſooner recovered the F arigues of their 
Tourney, than they applied themſelves to the - 
Proſecution of the Suit, and conſcious that Mo- 
ney is equally the Sinews of Contentions in 
Law {as of War) were liberal in Fees to their 
Couneil; and, as her laſt Reſource, intended to 
appeal to Parliament, where ſhe hoped the Ar- 
tifice of her Brother could have no Influence. 
As to his Conduci, it was conſiſtent with the 
Oharafter we have already given of him: 
aban- 
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abandoned to Villany, and void of any Prin- 
ciple of Humanity, he ſtudied only to encreaſe 
their Expences by protracting the Suit, and by 
depreſſing theit Circumſtances, render them 
more incapable of moleſting him in the hey po 
ſion of his Brother's Eftate, 

Some Months after their Arrival in Town, 
a Country Gentleman took an Apartment in 
the ſame Houſe in which they lodged, where 
the Landlady being of a very communicative 
Diſpoſition, he did not long remain ignorant 


of the Situation of their Affairs, and by making 


the kindeſt Enquiries into the Progreſs of her 

Suit, ſoon contracted an Intimacy with them. 
Mr. Ruflick (for that was his Name) was 
about forty Years of Age, the moſt Part of 
which Time was ſpent in the Country, where 
he enjoyed an Eſtate of Four Hundred Pounds 
a Year. He had by his firſt Wife an only Son, 
who was near eighteen, and whoſe Diſpoſition 
fuited with the Name he bore, yet was he in 
his Father's Eyes adjudged a proper Huſband 
for Miſs Villars, whoſe ripening Beauties now 
attracted many Admirers, Slaves equally to her 
Charms as her Senſe ; of this Mr. Ruſtic was 
conſcious, which inſpired him with a Deſign | 
* he ſoon i to 2 in Execution ; ; 
ts this 
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this was no leſs than to marry the Widow 
himſelf, and afterwards oblige Charlotte to 
marry his Son, intending to proſecute the Law- 
ſuit, which, he thought, if decided in their Fa- 
vour, would be a conſiderable Augmentation 
to his Eſtate. Full of this Scheme, he parti- 
cularly attached himſelf to Mrs. Villars, and 
ftrenuouſly concerned himſelf in her Af- 
fairs, and when their Acquaintance was ce- 
mented by ſeveral little Acts of Friendſhip, he 


made his Addreſſes to her. 


Mrs. Villars conſidered that the Event of 
her Suit was precarious, and that by a ſecond 
Marriage ſhe had a Proſpect of providing for 
Charlotte in a better Manner than ſhe could 
poſſibly do, ſhould it be decided in Favour of 
her Brother; however ſhe reſolved not to be 
too haſty in giving him an Anſwer, till ſhe 
could form a more certain Judgment of her 
Succeſs, and behaved to him ſo, as ſtill to 


keep his Hopes alive, and fo as at the ſame Time 


not to embarraſs herſelf. During the long 
Vacation he prevailed on her and Charlotte to 
viſit his Eſtate, which he ſaid would ſerve. to 
amuſe them a few Weeks. The Offer was 
too obliging. to be refuſed, and at the Expira- 
tion of the Term they ſet out for Orſan-Hall, 
in! the County of Nerfoll, and without meet- 
ing with any Adventure worth particularizing, 

they 
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they arrived ſafe at hig Country Seat, where 
they were received by his Son Mr. Roger Ruſ- 
tick, and another Perſon, who ſcemed to be 
very intimate in the Family. The latter 
being materially concerned in ſome of the fol- 
lowing Sheets, it may not be improper to in- 
form the Reader of a few n en 
to him. 

Part of Lord Beouville 5 Eftate joined to Mr, 
Ruſlick's, and his Game-keeper, whoſe Name 
was Flight, having frequent Occaſion to enter 
his Ground, foon contracted an Intimacy with 
him. He had formerly been poſſeſſed of a hand- 
ſome Fortune ofhis own, but by giving into the 
faſhionable Vices of the Age, ſoon ſquandered 
it away, and was obliged to accept of this 
Place from his Lordſhip to preſerve him from 
ſtarving. Thus it generally happens to thoſe 
who are ſo fatally attached to a Gaming Table, 
they impoveriſh their preſent Income, as not 
doubting to indemnify themſelves out of the Pro- 
fits of ſome future lucky Throw : In ſhort it is 
this fooliſh ſanguine chimerical Dependance 
on accidental Futurities, that often make a 
Man who has lived beyond the Extent of his 
Cm; nr to re ab much ve 
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Mr. Ruflick haing ſucceeded. ſo far in bis 
Views, as to prevail on Mrs. Villars and her 
Daughter to leave Town, drew favourable 


Omens from this Conceſſion, and made no 
Doubt but when he had given her Time for Re- 


* fletion, ſhe would be induced to agree to the 


Match he propoſed. In the mean time, he laid 
ſtrong Injunctions on his Son not to omit any 
Opportunity of paying his Court to Charlotte, 
Indced the only Fault his Father found in him, 
was apparent when he was firſt introduced 


to her; an aukward Baſhfulneſs confounded his 


Manner of Addreſs, and a Contraction of his 
Muſcles into an Idiot's Grin, expreſſed his 
Admiration 'of the Fair ; but no ſooner had he 


received the abovementioned Injunction, than 
he imparted the joyful Tidings to his Compa- 


nion and Confident, the Game-keeper, who 


> having ſeen the Object of his Addreſſes, waz 


already enamoured with her Form, and was 
ſomewhat uneaſy at the News; but being a 
perfect Maſter of Diſſimulation, he concealed his 
Chagrin from young Ruftich, and after wiſhing 
him Succeſs, returned home to ruminate on 


What had happened. Mr. Ry/tick took Care to 


ſhew Mrs. Villars the Extent of his Eſtates 
enumerating the many Ages it had continued 
in the Family, and omitted nothing that he 


thought might prove an Inducement to her 
Conſent. 


| (42) 
Conſent. But when ever he commenced a Con- 
verſation on that Topic, ſhe always waved it, 
by introducing ſome other Diſcourſe, or by 
giving him evaſing Anſwers. At length, he 
grew ſo very importunate on that Head, that 
ſhe was drove from every Subterfuge, and pro- 
miſed that if her Law Suit was not finally de- 
termined the enſuing Term, ſhe would then con- 
ſent to the Marriage. As this was as much 
as he could reaſonably expect, he ſeemed well 
fatisfied, and now as carneſtly wiſhed for the 
approaching Term, as Mrs. Villars did for a 
Deciſion in her Favour. He told her when 
they ſhould be married, the Suit ſhould be 
carried on with the ſame Spirit as before, and 
that he would ſpare no Expence, but proſe- 
cute it till ſhe had full Satisfaction. Indeed 
he muſt have been blind to his own Intereſt 
had he acted otherwiſe, 


Mrs. Pillars was not ſo ignorant of the 


World, or ſo void of Senſe, as not to ſee thro? 
his Deſign ; but as ſhe knew there was a 
greater Probability of recovering the Eſtate for 
her Daughter, ſhe ſeemed to be eaſy in that 
Reſpect, though the Particularity with which 
Roger behaved to Charlotte in his Father's Pre- 
ſence, could not but give her ſome Concern ; 
and her Fears made her frequently entertain her 
on that Topic, who already began to ſuſpect 
the 
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the Plot to be a Contrivance of Mr. Ru/tict's, 
but had too- mean an Opinion of his Son's 
Talents to fear the Influence of his Paſſion ; 
and being young and gay, regarded his in- 
tended Addreſſes as an Amuſement in her rural 
Excurſion, . | 

But Mr. Ruftich finding his Son had * 
no Progreſs in his Courtſhip, was determined 
(as he uſed often to do) to make Uſe of mi- 
litary Diſcipline, and by Virtue of a few Stripes 
make our Hero a very Ovid in Love. He did 
not long delay the Exertion of his paternal 
Authority, which convinced his Son how ne- 
ceſſary it was, that for the Eaſe and Safety of 
himſelf, he ſhould put his Oratory to the Teſt. 
Mr. Rugſtict was as earneſt for giving him an 
Opportunity, as Mrs. Villars was vigilant in 
preventing one; but Charlotte, who anticipated 
the Pleaſure ſhe ſhould have in this Court- 
ſhip, indulged him in his Wiſhes ; and meet- 
ing Mr. Roger Ruftich by himſclf, hoped then 
a Declaration of his Paſſion; but Nature was 


* prevalent one Moment, the Fear of Diſcipline 


the next; ſo that between the two Diſpoſitions 
of his Mind, his Countenance, the Index of 
his Heart, gave Charlotte an agreeable Enter- 
tainment. At length ſhe tapp'd . him gently 
on the Shoulder, and aſked him, Why fo pen- 


fire, Mr. Ruftick ? I don't know Miſs, ſays 


he, 
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he, 1 am ſometimes ſo, but may be I have 
Reafon. Why, ſays Charlotte, I hope you 
are not in Love. Eh! fays Roger, I hope no 
Offence, but if I am, I know who is the 
Cauſe of that, and a great deal more; but be- 
cauſe I wont be rude, and be unmannerly, 
my Father hufts and dings; but I'cod 'tis well 
he is ſo, or I woudn't bear it. But indeed, 
Miſs, I lead a Dog's Life, becauſe I won't af- 
front People; that is the Truth of it. In- 
deed, Mr. Ruftich, ſays Charlotte, that is very 
ſevere. But who is this Lady that has occa- 
ſioned you ſo much Uneaſineſs? Miſs Char- 
latte, ſays Roger, if I would tell you, you 
woudn't believe me, but another Time will 
do as well. Lord, Miſs, my Father has the 
pureſt Pack of Hounds, and if he were dead — 


You don't wiſh him dead, I hope, Sir ?— 


Don t I, ſays he, (with a muſt ſignificant Grin) 
but I do, for then I ſhould be my own Maſter. 
Howſomdever he can't live for ever, and I am 
his only Son and Heir; ſo that che ſooner he 
dies, the better. But here comes your Mamma, 
Miſs, belike ſhe may want you. Mrs. Villar, 
was really coming, having received ſome Let- 
ters from London, the Contents of which ſhe 
wanted to communicate to her Daughter, and 
prevented young Ru/iic& from making any fur- 
ther 
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ther Progreſs in his Courtſhip. Indeed nothing 
could have induced him to have ſaid even ſo 
much, but the perſuaſive Arguments of his Fa- 
ther, which were enforced with ſo much Seve. 
rity, that the only Method to avoid ſuch un- 
equal Diſputes for the future, was for him to 
pay implicit Obedience. 

Mrs. Villars was no ſooner alone with her 
Daughter, than ſhe received a literal Account 
of what had paſled, Charlotte making herſelf ex- 
tremely merry at young Ru/tic#'s Expence ; but 
her Mother could not be fo, ſhe was too ſen- 
ſible of the unhappy Conſequences attending 
ſuch an Aﬀair, and was now more than ever 
convinced, that it was premeditated. She in- 
treated, nay, ſtrictly commanded her, never to 
give the leaſt Encouragement to it, and con- 
cluded with aſſuring her, that ſhe had ſtudied 
Mr..Ruſtick's Temper, and was convinced ſhe 
could enjoy no Satisfaction with a Man of ſuch 
a Diſpoſition ; but that ſhe would make a Sa- 
crifice of all her Happineſs, to make her Daugh- 
ter compleatly happy, and aſſured her that no- 
thing would prove a more ſevere Shock than 


her Encouragement of Mr. Roger Ru/'ich's Ad- 


dreſſes, Charlotte did not fail to give her the 


a ſtrongeſt Aſſurances of her Duty and Aﬀec- 


tion, and that ſhe would never make an ungrate- 
"IM 
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ful Return to ſo great a Proof of her Regard 
and Conſideration. 


— 


CHAS: v5 


Mrs. Villars and her Daughter leave Mr. 
 Ruſtick's. An Adventure in their Jour- 
ney to London ; and their Arrival there. 


R. Ruftich, having ſucceeded ſo far in 

his Views as to make his Son court 
Charlotte's Eſteem, next engaged himſelf in a 
cloſe Purſuit of the Widow, whom, as he knew 
the Neceſſity of her Return to Town, he did 
not preſs to remain there longer than ſhe thought 
convenient. He was already aſſured by Mrs. 
Villars, that the Concluſion of the enſuing Term 
ſhould join their Hands; and the ſooner he 


could gain that material primary Engagement, 


thought himſelf ſo much nearer the Succeſs of 
his Deſigns. 

He was conſidered, or at leaſt he conſidered 
himſelf, as a Party now concerned in the Pro- 


ſecution of the Suit ; and hat frequently made a 


Tender of his Service in ſharing bf the Expences 


naturally. conſequent to ſuch Litigations; ; which. | 


Favour was always rejected by Mrs. Villars, 


who 


8 nn pn | : —— 
as 4 of "2 . 1 A i 18 : 
r *. e 


_ s i. *& a oo 


—_ a = VFKca©| == «=o fff Stood 


rd 


+ 
8 3 22 E . *4 : — 5 
4 e - 8 2 RI 5 n . 
n 3 how © ME. 8 * — TIO” 


oe N n — 92 2 © «a © SW.» WY 
_ 


( 47.) 
who would not lay herſelf under unneceſlary 
Obligations. And, notwithſtanding his Secu- 
rity in her Promiſes, as ſhe was conſcious his 
Addreſſes were. intereſted, ſhe did not think 
herſelf obliged to a punctual Performance of 

them, in caſe ſhe ſucceeded, 
Having remained but a few Days after the 
Receipt of her Letters, ſhe communicated to 


| Mr. Ruftick her Intention of ſetting out for Lon- 


don; and would with great Pleaſure have diſ- 
penſed with the Offer he made of his Company, 
which however ſhe did not think prudent to do 
at this Junture. And each pleaſed with Hopes 
of Succeſs in their. reſpective Views, they ſet 
out for London, to the intire Satisfaction of Mr, 
Roger Ruſlick, who was thereby freed from the 

moſt uneaſy Reſtraint, 

Their firſt Stage afforded nothing but com- 
mon Occurrences. The next Morning, intend- 


ing to proſecute their Journey, their Ears were 
on a ſudden aſſaulted with a confuſed Noiſe of 
Rabble, which raiſed their Curioſity ; and, 
having rung for the Hoſteſs, inquired of her 
the Cauſe of it. An it pleaſe your Ladyſhip, 
ſays ſhe, you muſt know that a young Gentle- 
man, as proper a-Man as you would delire to 
ſee on a Summer's Day, came to Town: Aye, 
it was two Years laſt Barnaby 1 ſhall remem- 
ber it above al Days.i in the Vear; for that very 

Day 
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Day my poor Huſband, Heaven reſt his Soul! 4 
was ſeized with a pluralitic Fever, and died 


that Day Week, leaving me a Widow with 
five fatherleſs Children to maintain. He. was 
as good a Man, an pleaſe you, as ever ſtept 
in Shoe-leather ; and, thoff he ſerved all the 


'Pariſh-offices, no one could fay of him, black 


was his Nail: But, poor Soul, he is gone. 
Well, Landlady, ſays Mr. Ru/tick, we are 
concerned for your Loſs: But pray inform us 


of this Noiſe in the Yard ? I beg your Honours 


pardon, ſays ſhe ; but indeed I cannot forget 
my poor good Man ; howſomever, as I was 


telling your Worſhip, this young Gentleman, 
if he is a Gentlemen (but, I ſay, handſome is 
that handſome does), he came here only to 


breed Miſchief; and, God knows, he has done 


enough, whereof he has gotten three Baſtards, | 
and put them out to nurſe ſince he was here; 


and now, forſooth, wants to be gone without 


paying a braſs Farthing. But the Nurſes are all 
here, and have ſent for a Juſtice's Warrant to 
' ſtop him; and are now waiting for Simon Long- | 
flaff the Conſtable. Indeed, pleaſe your Ho- 


nour, it's very hard that we ſhould be obliged to 

keep other Folks Baſtards, ** we can hardly 

maintain our w]. Lk £00 
Mr. Ruſtic thanked — hoy . ; 


and, being deſirous of ſeeing tlie Concluſion ot 
the 
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the Aﬀrir, opened the Window, and in the 
Yard fr the younre Man ſurrounded by his 
three evil Genii, and the Fruits of his Labours, 
attended by a numerous Mob, attentive to the 
Reſult of their Conference. What, ſays one 
of the Nurſes, you would-have ſneaked off with» 
out paying us, would you? You have a Con- 
ſcience, with a Pox to your Worſhip, Why, 
ſays he, you are a Set of unreaſonable Women, 
to call you no worſe; and, if any one has Rea- 
ſan to complain, I think I have the moſt, who 
hive been your Huſbands Deputy. And as for 
von, Neil Squint, Ik no you owe me a Grudge, 
becauſe I did not give you ihe reſt of the Children, 
when you called the other honeſt Women a Cou- 
ple of old ugly B—t—hes, Call me a B—tch 
fays one of them; a ſaucy Jade! but every- 
body knows what ſhe is, fince ſhe was whipt 
ar the Cart's Tail for having a Baſtard by the 


' Offler at the George, and ſtealing his Oats, 


She call me a B—tch ! She may kiſs my —— 


3 clapping her Hand, at the ſame time, to that 


Part of the Body which Naturaliſts affirm to be 
moſt ſenſible of an Aifront, becauſe it generally 
ſooneſt ſufters, This aggravating Action was 
tucceeded by a mutual Altercation, in which 
all chree partook, and ſerved as a Prelude to a 
Battle-Royal. In an Inſtant, there was formed 
a Ring for the Female Combatants, who, im- 

.D mediately 
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mediately laying down their reſpective Burdens, 
engaged with the utmoſt Vigour. Happy was 
fhe who had the beſt Tecth and longeſt Nails. 


Their Heads were ſoon ſtript of their Covering, 
and their Hair diſhevelled wantoned ir: the Air, 
not equal to the enchanting Locks of Berenice, 
but like the Bacchanalians celebrating the Orgia of 
Bacchus; or, gentle Reader, to modernize the 


Compariſon, haſt thou ſeen, or, perhaps, thou art 
ignorant, where fœtid Streams obſcenely ruſh into : 
the ſilver Thames, and with the vile Refuſe of 


Vaults and Shores, infect the ambient Air, 
the Mart of Fiſh, the Academy of vulgar 
Tongue; there if thou haſt ſeen in loud Dif- 
pute, or Heat of Broil, two luſty Amazons, 


enraged with Baulk of Bargain or conteſted Pre- 
ference, how inſtantaneous, how prompt their Þ 
Hands to execute Revenge ; nor long delay | 


but iwift to the Deſtruction of each other run, 
and Tooth and Nail engage, till ſome deciſive 
Blow, ſtruck by the Arm of the more experi- 
enced Combatant, decide the unequal Strife. 
None of our female Warriors would quit o: 
yield till the Arrival of a Perſon long expected, 
bearing in his Hands the Emblem of Authority, 
for ſome time ſuſpended the Combat; when 
ſeeking to execute his Warrant, to the Wonder 
of all, the Delinquent had fled the Premiſes, 

| and 
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„ina could not be found. Indeed he had, with 
as much Prudence and Secrecy, withdrawn from 
dhe Field of Battle; and the Attention of the 


o, | Mobility had been too much engaged to admit of 
Ir, any Regard for the Security of the G Giender's 
e, Perſon. This was an unforeſeen Diſappoint- 
of . ment, for which there was no immediate Re- 
he | : medy, fave Patience; and that was not agree- 


art able to the preſent Diſpoſition of the Women, 
= who, joining in a common Cauſe, unanimouſly 
agreed, that the Spark had cſcaped by the tardy 
Motion of the. Conſtable; and coming to 
ſpeedy Reſolution of venting the Remainder of 
their Fury on him, with upliſted Hands, and 
elevated Notes of Diſcord, they ran, or rather 


1h : flew upon the Victim, the Repreſentative of ſu- 
135 f perior Power, whoſe awful Head in a few Mi- 
$8 5 nutes humbly ſaluted the Earth; from whence 
„ne did not riſe, till the Vengeance of his Anta- 
35 N goniſts was ſatiated, and bs Face in viſible 
live * Marks confeſſed their Reſentment. It was in 
2 ” vain for him to argue, or exert his Authority : 
11 7 : He found his Forces were unequal, and, like a 
IJ prudent General, made a ſpeedy er 

IT : The Women, find' ing they could obtain na 
10 other Satisfaction, amicably adjuſted their Dif- 
men ferences, and adjourned to. the Landlady's 
ade Kitchen, to ſeal their Reconciliation with a 
ah Morning - Draught, 

an 
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The Crowd aſſembled upon this Occaſion, 

expecting no further Entertainment, retired ; 

as. did Mr. Nuſtic to the Ladies, to inform 

them of what he had been a Spectator; the 

Recital aſtorded much Mirth, to them, And, 

as the Equipage Was ready, did not chuſe to 

_ .continuc amidſt ſuch 2 Scene of Confuſion; 

but immediately ſet out, and the following Day 
arrived ſafe at their former Lodgings. 


CH AP. VI. 


Containing ſome Circumſtances neceſſary to be 
read, for the better underſtanding the 


Subſequent Part of this Hiſtory, 


AVING reſted a few Days, to recover 

themſelves ſrom the Fatigue of the Jour- 

ney, Mrs Villars viſited her Lawyers, and from 

them learned their Diligence in the Proſecution 

of her Suit; and, at the ſame time, was pre- 
ſented with Bills amounting to Three hundred 
Pounds and upwards, the Charges and Expences 
that already had occurred. She took it Home | 
with her; but this unexpected Demand, and the 
ſeeming Impoſſbility of diſcharging it (haying 3 F "oe 
already been obliged to One her Annuity), be 
 occaſigned, , 


683.) 


occaſioned Reflections that eould not fail paint- 
ing their Effects upon her Countenance. Char- 
litte immediately perceived it; and, with the 
moſt tender Concern, intreated' her to inform 
her of the Cauſe. Dear Madam; ſays ſhe, 
what can occaſion this Uneaſineſs? What hare 
you heard? or what has happened, that you are 
ſo diſcompoſed? Permit me to inquire the Rea- 
fon, and be a Sharer in your Concern. Dear 
Charlotte, ſays Mrs. Fillars, it is owing to the 
exceſAve Fatigue I have undergone to-day, and. 


: nothing elſe, 


This was not an Anſwer ſatisfactory enough 


> to Miſs Villars, who was ſenſible her Mother's 


Chagrin was owing to ſome intereſting Accident, 
and not Fatigue. Sometimes ſhe imagined» 
the had heard ſomething relating to her Suit 
that perplexed her; and feared her Uncle 


had commenced a Proſecution againſt her on 
ſome other Account. In Reality, ſhe con- 
jectured ſo many different Things, that ſhe was 


in a Situation of Mind little differing ſrom her 


Mother, Mr. Rvffick was not a little alarmed 
himſelf, but could obtain no Satisfaction as to 


„ : the Cauſe of her Uneaſineſs. 


The following Week cleared up the Myſtery 


f to Charlytte; for one of the Lawyers came, ag 
be ſaid, to receive Mrs. Yillars's Commands; 
7 but, in T ruth, as a civil Dun: Which Manner 
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of Proceeding was no Novelty to her, who J * 
knew that the Gentlemen of the Law give not H 
long, Credit; and that their Bills muſt be diſ- lo; 
charged, though the Client is thereby ſo impo- or 
veriſhed as to be unable to conzinue the Suit. ve 
He aſked her, If ſhe had examined his Bill; le 


and whether, ſhe had not an evident Proof in w 
the Peruſal, of their Diligence in ſerving her- 7 H 
dhe ſaid, ſhe had been too particularly engaged, in 
but hoped their Endeavours were really propor- 
tioned to an Amount fo conſiderable; and that, 4 
if they were, ſhe thought her Succeſs indubita- * 
ble. As to the Charges, Madam, ſays he, I pl 
will appeal to your own Judgment; and will le 
ſubmit the Bill to the Inſpection of any prac- 1 
tiſing Lawyer. I obſerve, continued he, that ſ 
the Exceptions made to our Bills, are only by BY * 
thoſe who have not been converſant in Law; h 
and, of conſequence, are ignorant of the many | | Pp 
Difficulties that uſually ariſe before a Suit can be h 
brought to a Hearing. And as to theſe Charges b 
they are but trifling, in Compariſon to ſome, i L 
Mrs. Villars ſaid, She did not doubt, that the FF J 
Articles of it were neceſſary, but that the Ex- c 
pence, in proſecuting this Affair, would, in ; 
time, amount to more than the Eſtate was þ f 
worth, ſhould ſhe be fortunate enough to have | 
a Decree in her Favour. As to that, Madam, F 4 

r 


ſays he, it is not in our Power to pervert the Þ 
ordinary þ 0 
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a:dinary Courſe of Law,; but I entertain ſome 
Hopes, that this Term we fhall be able to do 
ſomething in your Affair. You may fully rely 
on our Diligence and Endeavours ; and I will 
venture once more to ſay, that you will acknow- 
lege, We have ſpared no Pains to ſerve you, 
when you have peruſed the Bills with Attention. 
He then took his Leave; and Mrs. /:!lars was 
in the utmoſt Perplexity, knowing that they 
would not proceed without being regularly paid; 
and, to diſcharge their preſent Demands, ſhe 
was ſenſible, was not in her Power: Thus em- 
ployed in the molt uneaſy Reflection, Char- 
latte, ever attentive to her Mother's Tranquil- 
lity, entered the Room; Deareſt Mamma, ſays 
{he, with the moſt tender Concern, what Cauſe 
is there for ſo much Uneaſineſs? I have over- 
heard the Converſation between your Lawyer 
and you. Pardon me, Madam, nothing could 
have obliged me to he guilty of ſuch Rudeneſs, 


but the Situation I have ſeen you in for ſome 


Days paſt : And which, if I fail not in my Con- 
jecture, has been owing intirely to that Bill ; but, 
dear Mamma, why ſhould that make you un- 
ealy? All I have is yours; I only enjoy it to be 
of Service to you ; and I think myſelf happy in 
having it in my Power to prove my Duty and 
Affection. You ſhall go with me to Day, and 
raile the Money upon my Fortune, which I 

| D 4 would 
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would diſpoſe of with Pleaſure, to make yoy | 
happy. I muſt confeſs, dear Charlotte, ſays Mrs, 
illars, that your Suſpicions are juſt ; but why, | 


dear Child, ſhould I deprive you of that which 
will be your only Support, and can alone con- 


tribute to your Happineſs. I would much ra- 
ther ſuffer myſelf, than diminiſh what you muſt 
regard as a Gift of Providence. But do you 
conſider, Dear Madam, ſays Charlotte, that my 14 
Vertune is now our common Stock: Is not the 
Eſtate, you are now ſuing for, as much for my 
Intereſt as your own ? If you ſucceed, am not 


I fole Heireſs to it? How then can my Money 
be employed to better Advantage, than in the 
Recovery of Fur Right? Can you be ſaid to 


take from me, when you do it with an Inten- 
tion of procuring me a Reſtoration ſo much 


; 
kv Þ 


more conſiderable ? Pray, dear Mamma, let 
me prevail on you, to go with me to Day to 
Mr. Traffick, who has been ſo much our Friend, 


and adviſe with him on the Means of raiſing it, 
Perhaps, ſomething may be concluded on, in 
our Favour, this Term ; you would then 'þe 
convinced of the Juſineſs of my Intreaties ; and 
of the Neceſſity of proſecuting a Suit, you have ſo 
deeply engaged in. Charlotte added to theſe ſuch 
perſuaſive Arguments, that, at length, her Mother 
was prevailed on, to go with ber to- Mr Traf- 
fick's, who e—_— to be at Home, 

and 
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and diſengaged; and, having communicated 
their Buſineſs to him, the generous Merchant 
told them, that, as it was impoſſible to raiſe 
the Money immediately without a conſiderable 
Loſs, he himſelf would advance it, to be repaid 
when it ſuited with Conveniency. At the fame 
time, he propoſed, that Mrs. Yillars and her 
Daughter ſhould give him an Acknowlegement 
ol having received ſo much. They could ſcarcely 
contain their Raptures, at fo diſintereſted an 
Act of Generolity ; but expreſſed their Grati- 
2 tude in Terms, that conveyed to Mr. Traffic's 
* Breaſt a Satisfaction not to be conceived or felt; 
but by thoſe who ſtudy to relieve the Diſtreſſes 
of Mankind. This was not the only ſhining 
Part of the worthy Merchant's Character. He 
was very rich; and had, by his own Induſtry 
and Application to Buſineſs, accumulated that 
Wealth of which he conſidered himfelf only as 
the Steward of thoſe whom Misfortunes had re- 
duced to Penury and Want. He was at this 
time advanced in Years ; and had formerly 
married a, Relation of. his own, whoſe only 
Dowry was her Virtue; but her good Senſe 
balanced the Deficigncy of a Portion. They 
had one Son, the Inheritor of their Worth and 
Fortune, whoſe Inclinations being attached to 
Commerce, for the Improvement of his Know- 
lege therein, his Father had ſent abroad to 
D 5 Smyrna, 
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Smura, that he might be more converſant 
with the Manners and Cuſtoms of the —_— 9 


with whom he traded. 


Vr. Traffick had always been fond of Char. | 


latte, and often wiſhed his Son might be hap- 
py in the Choice of a Woman poſleſſed of fuch 
Beauty and Merit to recommend it ; but as he 
was not of an Age yet to think of Matrimony, 
it was never hinted to him; though, from the 
Time Mrs Villars and her Daughter were in- 


troduced to his Father's Acquaintance, he had 


expreſſed a more than ordinary Eſteem for her- 
which did not eſcape the Notice of his Parents, 
and aftorded them all that Satisfaction that muſt 
be the Reſult of an Approbation of their 
Son's Judgment, whoſe Choice they were de- 


termined ſhould be his own, therein conſulting 17 


the Happineſs of both, as at his Father's Death 


he would be poſſeſſed of a Fortune ſufficient | 


to make a Perſon worthy of OY it with 
him, happy. 


Mis. Pillars and her Daughter ae ſpent | 


the Day very agrecably, returned home in the 
Evening with more Satisſaction than the Mon- 
ing ſeemed to preſage. 

The ſollowing Day ſhe diſcharged her, Law- 
yer's Bill, and with them conſulted on the moſt 
effectual Means of obliging the Defendant. to 
bring .the Cauſe to a Hearing: This, they af- 

ſured 
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ſured her was very difficult, and magnified 
much the Progreſs they had already made, 
though, in Reality, very little had been done, 
Fat leaſt to the Purpoſe ; for Mr. Villars had 
exerted all his Judgment and Artifice to pro- 
tract the Suit, for Reaſons I have before men- 
+ 7 tioned, and was in Hopes thereby of diſtreſ- 
#7 ſing his Opponents beyond a Poſſibility of their 

T7 Succeſs. 
| The next Term came on, but the joint Endea- 
vours of Mrs. Villars's Counſel met with no better 
Fortune than uſual, for the Hearing was put 
off till the ſucceeding one; ſo that that the 
Widow ſaw herſelf reduced to the Perſorm- 
ance of her Promiſe to Mr. Ru/tict, which ſhe 
could not comply with without the utmoſt 
Reluctance; but conſidering how great a Di- 
minution in Charlotte's Fortune the Payment of 
another Bill would make, ſhe concluded to 
* ſacrifice her own Happineſs that ſhe might not 


*27 diſtreſs her Daughter. Indeed it was Time 
2 for her to determine upon ſomething ; for Mr. 


Ruflick was eternally claiming her Hand in 
Conſequence of her Promiſe in the Country, 
and made uſe of every Argument to ſucceed ; 
his naturally capricious Diſpoſition indu- 
ced Mrs. Villars the ſooner to comply, leſt 
he ſhould grow tired of ſolliciting. and change. 
| ö | his 


Eno oy 
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his Mind. For this Reaſon every Thing ne- 


ceſſary was concluded, and in a Week aſter- 


wards they were married, to the infinite Satiſ- 


faction of Mr. R >, who now thought of | 


nothing leſs than the Poſſeſſion of the. Eſtate in 
Diſpute. And Mrs. Ruftick was more eaſy 
in her Mind, being aſſured that Charlotte would 
not ſuffer a further Loſs in her Fortune, and 
yet have an equal Chance of enjoying the 
Fruits of Succeſs. As her Father-in-Law, 


from Motives not unknown to the Reader, was 


reſolved to proceed, yet was he uneaſy, leſt 
her Eyes ſhould make Conqueſts that might 
prove Obſtructions to his Deſigns ; and as he 
Knew no Place abounded more with Tempta- 
tions than where he now was, he thought it 
but Prudence to return as. ſpeedily as he could 
into the Country, where his Authority would 
have more Weight, and under his Tuition ſhe 
would be more ſecure from the. Addreſſes of 
any Rivals to his Son. He communicated his 
Intentions to Mrs. Ru/tich, whoſe Duty and 
attd Intereſt was now to obey, 1815 
Immediately, after, the Conſummation of their 
Marriage, Gharlotte depoſited the Remainder of 
her Fortune in the Hands of Mr. Traffich, with 
the Conſent of Mr. Ru/tick and her Mother, 
who hoped by this Means to ſecure a valuable 
F ad to her Daughter, in caſe any unforeſeen 
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Misfortune ſhould happen to her ; and how ſer- 


er- bviceable this Precaution was, we ſhall have 

il. Reaſon to obſerve in the Sequel. 

of 1 ; ET WAGE" 

. ATA Yo dee 1s | ILL 

In Fi 2 ren X - - 

ily a a ek 

1d 5 C H A * VIII, 

nd bY | | : | 1 | 

de An Introduftion to @ new Scene, and ne- | 
1 | 

w, 1 ceſſary to be read, though it has little or | 

as  - 0 Connection with the preceding Sheets. þ 

fi ; 


ht 5 AVING conducted Mr. Ruftich to the 
Enjoyment of his Wiſhes, ſo far as they 
regarded the Mother of our Heroine, and his 


b 
a- 
it K Spouſe to the Ne plus of her Tranquility, we 
d | ; ſhall beg Leave to divert the Reader's Atten- 
d © tion to another Subject, which perhaps he may 
1e think an unneceſſary Digreſſion; but we Au- 
f 7 thors are, and muſt be allowed the beſt Judges 
ss in theſe Caſes; nor muſt he expect I {ſhould 
d . proſtitute the Rules of Biography to ſatisfy his 
importunate Curioſity. 
r When Mr. Ruftick with his Gueſts had quit- 
f | ted the Country, his Son, who had lived un- 
1 der much Reſtraint during the Reſidence of the 
, Ladies, no ſooner found himſelf Maſter of his 


own Time, and in the Management of his Fa- 
ther's Houſe' during bis Abſence, than he be- 
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took 
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took him to his cuſtomary Diverſions, making 
up, in the Company of Lord Beauville's Game- 
keeper, the Time he thought miſpent in the 
Company of Mrs. Villars and her Daughter. 
Flight we mentioned to have been formerly a 
Man of ſome Note, but ruined by the faſhion- 
able Vices of the Age. He was ſo much a Slave 
to his Paſſions, that no Difficulties, no Dangers, © 
could deter him from proſecuting any Deſign 37 e 
he was once determined to purſue, and it was © * 
almoſt impoſſible for him any where to have ſe- 
lected a Perſon ſo well qualified to be the Dupe 
of his Artifice, as young R»u/?ic# ; who on the 
firſt Day of his Freedom related to his Friend 8 ſo 
and Confident the Progreſs of his Courtſhip, £ 
though in ſuch Terms as convinced the other ſe 
of his Indifference, and indeed confirmed him 
in the Opinion he had ever entertained of the i 
young Squire, that his Heart was too inſet- | 


ſible, his Temper too correſpondent to his 8 
Name, to be capable of that tender Paſſion; t 
yet was he convinced he had Appetites and j 4 
Deſires in a very ſtrong Degree, and as he wass 
not endowed with a Strength of Reafon to 1 . 
ſubdue them, they oſten hurried him into Ex- 7 
ceſſes. N 
The Game- keeper, 1 have already ſaid, was 3 
fired at Charlottes Charms; he was not an- | 
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xious s of A Preference” given by her to Rr/tich's 
Love, 
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{4 Love, but feared the exerted Authority of a 
Father, if the intended Marriage ſhould take 
fect, which by ſeveral Hints he received 
EZ from the old Gentleman he imagined to be 
concluded on, and at the fame Time was con- 
ſcious how much the Hopes of recovering the 
7 Eſtate in Diſpute would influence Mrs. Yillars 
in her Conſent, and perhaps in the Promotion 
of an Union between her Daughter and Rover, 
7 Theſe Difficulties were eaſier to ſurmount, than 
the Rivals Charlotte's Beauty might railc in 
Oppoſition to them both. 

To ſucceed in his Deſigns, he found it ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to ſecure to himſelf a free 
Acceſs to Miſs Villars, and that with the Con- 
ſent of Mr. Ru/tick; next to divert the Atcen- 
tion of Roger to another Object, and in caſe 
Intereſt, or any other Motive ſhould prompt 
> the young Lady to liſten to his Addreſſes, 
and yield to the Importunity of her Mo- 
ther, whom he did not ſuppoſe to have any 
material Objection to the Match, then to put 
an effectual Bar to their Proceedings, by leading 
Roger into a perplexed Intrigue from which 
he could not extricate himſelf. 

There lived in the Service of Lord Beau. 
ville, a young Woman who had been debauehed 
by Flight when he was in a State of Afluence, and 
having ſtill a Love for him, found Means to be 

| 2 admit- 
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admitted as a Dairy Maid into the Family; her, 4 
had young Rigſtict frequently ſeen in his Company; 
and ſome will afirm, that Roger has forſaken tbe 
warm Comforts of his Bed to follow Mall - 


(for ſo was ſhe called) to her daily Vocation, 


hut has been ſo ſenſibly affected with her © 
Charms, that he never had Courage to ad. 
dreſs the fair Milk-maid, while from a Covert E1 
unſeen, he has admired the alternate Motion 
of her well turned Hands, as from the preg- 


nant Dugs, with Preſſure apt, ſhe drained the 
lucid Juice, But be that as it will, certain 
it is he had expreſſed his Sentiments of her 
with ſome Senſation, and envyed the Pleaſure 
he thought his Friend too frequently enjoyed. 
As for Melly, her ſole View was nuw to diſ- 
guiſe her real Paſſion for Flight, and by a 
prudent modeſt Behaviour, induce ſome raw 
Country Youth to repair the Breaches of her 
Chaſtity. At his Appointment, therefore, ſhe 
one Evening took a ſolitary Walk, and was ſoon 
joined in Company by Fight and young Ru/- 
tick, who at firſt did not obſerve ; for he had 
elpied the Form of a Hare, and was employed 
in tracing the Meanders of Puſs, when his 
Companion making a falſe Stumble, took off 
his Attention, and turned his Eyes towards an 
Object prepared to ſurprize him, She bluſhed 
* n from Moree: or Conſcjouſneſs 
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( os) 
of the ärtfül Scene ſhe was engaged in, 1 
cannot determine) and would have retired, but 
Flight, who knew he could have no Depend- 
ance on the Reſolution of the *Squire, ſum- 
moned her back, and fet an Example to him, 
by imprinting a Kiſs upon her Lips ;* which 
to follow, coſt Roger more Pain than he had 
ever experienced from his Father's Diſcipline ; 
his Eyes ſparkled, his Cheeks glowed, and 
fach- an univerſal Tremor ſhook his Frame, 
that a Spectator would almoſt have imagined 
he-was really in Love. It was ſome Time 
before he could - recover himſelf, even to 
make the common Obſervation of its be- 
ing a fine Evening. Aye, ſays Flight, and 
Beauty adds Graces to the Seaſon ; - ſuch 
Smiles as Molly's did Cytherea wear, when 
ſhe won each God to be her Votary. Molly, 
who had been familiarized to ſuch Bombaſt, 


retained her Countenance ; but it was not fo 


with Ru/tick, who was quite a Stranger to ſuch 
Terms.; a' boiſterous Laugh at once expreſſed 
his Ignorahce and Surprize. 

Ia the mean Time, Flighe, whoſe Purpoſe 
in this Meeting was ſtill to be effected, look- 
ing through a Hedge, pretended to ſee a Fel- 
100 ſetting of a Snare, and immediately made to- 
wards the Place ; ; the Youth would have fol- 


lowed,” but was prevented by x framed Excuſe 
of 
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of a ſpeedy Return. Maly then ſeated ber. 
ſelf on a riſing Bank, while her Companion 
with raviſhed Eyes, and giowing Heart, oh. 
ſerved the heaving of her ſnowy Bolom, that 
lay expoſed to his cager View. He yas 10 
wrapt up in contemplating the external Beautics 


of her Perſon, that he did not regard her 


prefling Invitations to fit down, though fre- 
quently repeated. At length, covering het 
Neck with a Handkerchief, he recovered him- 
ſelf and fat down. His Spirits being inflani«« 
to a Degree of Enthuſiaſm, he ſeized her Arm 
with a brutiſh Earneſtneſs ; his Looks were 
wild, his Jaws extended, and Paſſion choaked 
his Utterance. Molly got up in order to with- 
draw, but he would not quit his Hold : At 
laſt, with a faultering incoherent Accent, he 
intreated her to ſtay. I have, ſaid he, indeed 
I have a very great Liking to you, and, 
now we are by ourſelves, don't be ill-natured 
to me; now, when I want to ſpeak my Mind, 
pray don't. Mally, with ſome Reluctance, 
ſeated herſelf again in Expectation of a Decla- 
ration from the Squire; but, alas ! his Guſt of 
Paſſion was ſubſided, and the Fear of loſing her 


Company being vaniſhed, again did Silence lay 


his Iron Rod upon his Tongue, and Dulneſs 


#pread a Cloud before his Eyes, his Attention be- 
ing fixed on ſomething or rather nothing in par- 
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1 cular ; {or lie never thought proper to inform 


ay one of the Subject of his Reflections at 
7 that Time. AZolly waited for a conſiderable 
# Time, in Hopes of his making ſome Advances; 
but being diſappointed, told Mr. Ruſtich, that 


if he had nothing to ſay, ſhe begged he would 
permit her to return, for that it grew dark, 
and there was no Frein of Mr. Fught's 
Return. 

With many inward Strugglee, Heſitations, 
and Attempts to ſpeak, he begged to fee her 
home; but this ſhe refuſed, as a Step that 
might prove detrimental to her Character, if 
they ſhould be ſeen by any of the Family ; but 
added ſhe, if you have the Regard: you men- 
tion for me, I may ſee you. here again, for I 
often walk this Way. He would have ſealed 
2 parting Kiſs, which however ſhe refuſed, 
and retired, leaving our Squire enveloped in a 
Cloud of Admiration. 

No ſooner was ſhe out of Sight, than he 
began to reflect, ſo far as he was capable, on 
this Adventure, and in all Probability would 
have continued there for ſome Time, had not 
a ſmart Shower of Rain rouzed bim from his 
Reverie, and interrupted the Ihre ad of his Re- 
flection; ſo that he was obliged to make a 
ſpeedy Retreat homewards to avoid the Incle- 
reh of the Weather. Ile found the Game- 


keeper 
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keeper at his Houſe, whither he had come not 
only to rally him for his Baſhfulneſs, but in 
Reality to entice him further in the Purſuit 6: 
the Amour he had planned for him. Precept. 
he knew would have little or na Lffect uon the Þ 
Mind of his Pupil, and, like a ſkilful Engineer, | 1 
he plied him on his weakeſt Side, by artſul 
Inſinuations, and looſe Expreſſions, ſo to raiſe - - 
his Paſſions, that nothing but the. Enjoyment | 1 
of his Wiſhes ſhould be able to ſubdue. them. 
This he was ſenſible would prove ſo intricate | * 
an Intrigue to inexperienced Ru/tich, that it 
would render his Courtſhip to Charlotte, a Scene 
of Perplexity, and impede for ſome Time, if 
not totally, obſtruct Mr. Ru/tick the Elder's 
Deſigns, eſpecially if Succeſs ſhould attend his 
intended Schemes. When Flight returned' 
home, he immediately formed with Moliy the 
Plan of their future Operations. In Conſe- | - 
quence of which, the *Squire for ſeveral Even- c 
ings repaired to the accuſtomed; Place in vain, - | N 
and began to harbour diſmal Apprehenſions of buy 
the Succeſs of his Paſſion, his Concern be- L 
ing augmented by the Abſence of his Counſel- | | 
lor, who had artfully avoided him, till he I” 
thought his Impatience ſufficiently hcightened 
to catch at any Bait. So ſoon as young Ruftick | 
firſt met him, he complained of Malis never | 
coming as uſual, and his Diſappointment. Flight | | 

ſaid, | 


Not 


t jn | 


t ot 
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14 to be won by Silence, you wilLonly make your- 
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aid, he imputed her Abſence to her Modeſty, 


but that he would endeavour to prevail on her 


0 give him another Meeting; but if ſhe would 


not conſent, then he would name a Place to 
im where he might certainly meet with her, 


aas ſhe went to perform her daily Employment; 


but, added he, you muft lay aſide that Baſh- 
Fulnels, and exert yourſelf; Women are not 


ſelf appear ridiculous and contemptible ; be- 


ſides your Succeſs in this Affair will give you | 
Spirits to court Charlotte. This Advice was 


ſo well reliſhed by Ruftick, and wrought 


upon his Imagination ſo forcibly as to prevent 
his ſleeping all Night, and at the the Dawn 


of the much expected Day, he was punctual to 


his Poſt. The breezy Incenſe of the opening 
Morn, the ſhrill warbling of the melodious Sky- 


lark, and the Thruſh's Song had now no Charms 


ſor him. All Expectation, all Defire! He 


counted the tedious Minutes as they paſt, till 
Nature, exhauſted with the ſtrong Idea, and 
wearied for Want of Reſt, the poor expecting 
Lover dropt aſleep. 


' Certain it is, Melly having waited for full 


= from her Confederate, had delay- 
ed her Coming later than uſual ; but no ſooner 
did ſhe approach the Place of his Concealment, 
than ſhe PEE * N in the ſoft Arms 
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(70 | 
of Sleep, echoing harſh Muſick from his voca + 
Noſe. She coughed ſeveral Times e'er ſh: 
could awaken him; but when he aroſe, rub. Þ 
bing his Eycs, and looking round, with mani. » 
felt Tokens of Amazement, he ſeemed to forget 
his Deſign of coming thither, till the Sight « 
Moch (who was now preparing a Bait to en. 
ſnare him) rouzed him from his Perplexity d 
Thought: He bcheld her ſeated on the Eon i 
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of her Pail, in ſuch an Attitude, as, to have © © 
ſeen, would have fired the frozen Hermit' Ne 
Breaſt !—In ſuch an Attitude, as to have ſen © n 
the Chloe he adores, the fluttering Spark, ful. | 
ceptible of warm Deſires, would have given 21 2 
Kingdom: In ſuch an Attitude !—But, to drop t. 


an Allegory, we could make prolix, ſhe wa 
tying of her Garter, I ſhall not endeavour to 
deſcribe the Emotion that on this Occaſion 
fired Roger's Breaſt, but they were ſuch as an- 
ſwered the Execution of his Intentions. Inſtcad 
of feaſting his Eyes at a Diſtance, he ruſhed 
with Impatience from his Covert, while A4 
ſeemingly ſurprized at the unexpected Inter- 
ruption, ſoon prevented the cager Gazes of the 
Squire, and bluſhing, pretended much Confu- 
ſion. She wauld have retired, but Roger 
{topped her. Dear Jelly, ſays he, don't be ſo 
ill-natured as to go away now, for I have a 
great deal to ſay to you, and though I am not 
ſo 


ca 


the | : : 
rub. ! and if you would but like me, I would 
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ſo great a Schollard as Friend Fight, yet 
I'cod I can love a Girl, as well as he; 
make a Lady of you. Adslife, Molly, ſpeak, 
for I am now ready to do any Thing to 
make you kind. Nay, don't turn ſrom me, 
for I am in carneſt, and you ſhall love me. 
This Affirmation was ſealed by many Kiſſes 
and Embraces, that added Fuel to his Flame 
and though ſhe remonſlrated againſt his Rude- 
nels, and expreſſed herſelf in T'crms of Reſent- 
ment, and Accuſations of a Deſign upon her 
Virtue, yet his Paſſion was grown ungovernablc, 
and ſeconded her Artiſice. Roger paid no Regard 
to what ſhe ſaid, but rambled o'er her Face 
and Neck with unconfined Rapture. His Eyes 
ſparkled with looſe Deſire, an unuſual Warmth 


glowed in his Checks, and paihtonate ungo- 
vernable Luft raged in his Looks. His Ac- 


tions were not to be controuled ; the weak 
Efforts of Molly, had ſhe been really virtuous, 
could not have protected her from his Vio- 
lence, and ſhe ſell a Victim to his rude At- 
tempt. She upbraided him with being the Au- 
thor of her Ruin, and gave him terrible Ap- 
prehenfions of being proſecuted for a Rape. 
The Reader may perhaps condeinn her for not 
exacting a Promiſe of Marriage before ſhe ſut- 
fered him to proceed fo far, but it muſt be con- 

ſidered, 


(72) 
ſidered, ſhe was but the Dupe of her firſt Se. 


ducer, whoſe Schemes were all the Reſult of 2 | 
deep Machination. In all Probability, this, at 
a convenient Time, may be cleared up, and þ 


his Curioſity ſatisfied in ſo material a Point, 
Melly vras ſoon pacified, and a criminal Com- 
merce ſubſiſted for ſome time between them. 


She connterfeited a Paſſion for her Undoer, a | 
ſhe termed him; and frequently, with Tears, 
intreated him to make ſome Proviſion againſt Þ 


any Accident that might happen; by this 

Means ſhe drew from him ſuch Sums as he re- 

ceived in Allowance from his Father; by whom 
he was informed in a Letter, of his Marriage, 

and Intention of an immediate Return. This 
was a Piece of News that could not fail of alarm- 
ing Roger; and the more fo, as Molly had dropt 
ſome Hints of her being with Child. Theſe ſe- 
veral Circumſtances he communicated to his 
Friend Flight, whom he always conſulted on any 
Emergency; and, confeſſing to him his Want 
of Money, begged his Advice and Aſſiſtance, 
Why, ſays Flight, if you were in London, there 
are many who would lend you what you want, 
to be repaid at your Father's Neath ; but here, 
I do not know any-one that deals in that Way. 
Do you know any Farmers hereabouts, amongſt 
your Father's Tenants, who have Money ly- 
ing by them? Surely they would ſerve you. 
As 
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| As ſure as a Gun, ſays Roger, there is old 


Farmer Thatch has Money enough, but Father 
ſays, as how, he is an old Rogue; for he came 


tom Londan to ſettle here, and rent this Farm. 


They ſay, he is very rich, but got it all by 


| Cheatery, If you will go to him with me, 


© Pcod I will ſpeak to him; who knows but he 


will be ſo kind? 

| ſhould never- have thought of Thatch, ſays 
Flight, if you had not mentioned him. How- 
ever I will go with you, and ſee what is to be 
done. They ſet out accordingly, and ſoon ar- 
rived at his Houſe, | 

This Man had, for ſeveral Years, followed 
the Practice of lending Money upon Uſury; till 


being engaged in ſome ſcandalous Affair, he was 


\ obliged to abſcond; and choſe this Place for his 


Retirement. Him had Flight been formerly ac- 
quainted and concerned with : And, when the 


Eſquire and his Aſſociate entered, were ſoon 


known to each other. 
What, my old Friend ! ſays Flight : Who ever 


- entertained a Thought of ſeeing you here? 


Ah! fays Thatch, Mr. Flight, I as little thought 
of ſeeing you in ſuch a Situation, as you did 


of ſeeing me here! If either of us had any 
Reflection? Pſhaw, d——n Reflection, ſays 


(light; I never liked it. But prithee, old 
Cent. per Cent, what is become of my dirty 
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Acres you had in your Poſſeſſion? Hah ! lightly 


come, lightly go ! I ſuppoſe you underſtand nie,. 
don't you? Ah; you are ſtill a Wag, Mr. Fl; [* 
ſays Thatch. But I beg your Pardon, Squire, 


that I did not take Notice of you before: B 
the Remembrance of old Friends and Times 


N 
5 
N 
0 
\ 


will ſometimes intrude on good Manners. Pray 2 
be ſcated, Gentlemen. Well, what in the! 


Name of Wonder has occaſioned this Viſit to“ 


me? Here a Silence of ſome Minutes intcrvened, 
Roger expected Flight would have anſwered; 


and the other waitcd till he began, The Truth 


is, Fear allailed him; and he would willingly 


have rctired without mentioning the Cauſe of Þ 


his Coming, till the Appearance of a Bottle of ; 


October gave him Spirits; and having expreſſed Þ 


his Approbation ot the Liquor, by ſwallowing Þ | 


a Brimmer of it, I ſee you have Judgment, F 


Maſter Thatch, favs he: Adſlife, there is no- 
thing in the World preferable to good Beer. 


Father, to be ſure, has as good as any-body; *: 


but I'cod I might as well pretend to give away | 
Srbectlips and Ringws2a, as to give away a Drop] 
of it. For, look you now, though I am his 


only Son and Heir, as I may ſay, yet he uſes 
me like a Dog, ſo he does. Young Squire, 


ſays Thatch, yon may ſoon become a Father | 


yourſelf, and then you will think otherwiſe. 
The Appearance of Mr. Ryflick, atmed with tic 
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Terror of a diſciplinary Inſtrument, could not 
have been more dreadful to Roger than ſuch an 


Expreſſion. Conſcious Guilt flew in his Face, 

and Apprehenſion ſtupified him. He imagined, 

the old Farmer was acquainted with the whole 

Affair between him and hy; and doubted 

not, if it was already ſo public, it would not 

long be a Secret to his Father, He was buricd 

in this Perplexity of Thought ; which Flight 

perceiving, and forming a right Conjecture of 
the Cauſe, relieved him from his Uneaſineſs, 

by telling Thatch, that the young 'Squire was a 
little warm in his Temper ; and that he him- 

ſelf made it a common Obſervation, that when 
he reflected on his Father's Uſage of him, it ge- 
nerally had the Effect he was now Witneſs to; 
but, continued he, it is ſoon over. To be ſure 
Mr. Ry/tick does confine him very much, con- 
ſidering his Age and Capacity; and allows him 
too ſmall a yearly Sum for the Expences of an 
only Son and Heir; it will only make him more 
protuſe and extravagant, when he comes to the 
Polleſſion of his Eſtate ; for he is very generous, 
and ſcems to have a true Notion of the Value 
Aye, ſays Roger, if I had it; but 
ſometimes I am fo poor, that I have not a Shil- 
ling in my Pocket. As to that, ſays Flight, 
here is Farmer Thatch, I date lay, would now- 
.and-then aflift you. What tay you? Look ye, 
E 2 


Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen, ſays Thatch, you imagine I am 
worth Money, but you are much miſtaken. |] 
have loſt a great deal; and the heavy Rent of 
this Farm will ruin me at laſt, and I ſhall dic 2 
Beggar. Indeed, I believe I could prevail on a 
Friend of mine to lend it; but then the *Squire 
may die, or it may be ſo long before it will be 
paid, and the Money lying in a manner dead, 
it will conſume the Profit of the Loan. But, 
pray does the *Squire want any now, and how 
much ? A hundred Pounds, ſays Flight. Bleſs 
me, ſays Thatch, a hundred Pounds! It is a 
large Sum to hazard, and perhaps loſe at laſt, Be- 
ſides, how does he mean to pay it? As to that, 
ſays Flight, he cannot immediately diſcharge the 
Debt; and muſt enter into an Agreement with 
you to renew your Leaſe, at his Father's Death, 
at ſo much yearly Rent leſs than you now hold 
it; which in time will diſcharge both Principal 
and Intereſt. Why, ſays Thatch, upon theſe 
Terms, I believe the Money may be advanced. 
But really this Sum might be advanced by mo- 
derate Intereſt, to ten times its original Value 
before it will be paid. However, to ſerve the 
*Squire I will do it; and if you will both call 
To-morrow Morning every thing ſhall be 
ready. 

This Point being ſettled, the Converſation 
turned to indiflerent Matters, and they parted. 
The next Day, they did not fail to meet; and 

; the 
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1 tHe Squire received the Money, and ſigned ſuch a 
A Securities as were agreed upon, Out of it he | 
=Y > made a handſome Preſent to Fliabt, by whoſe 

. x Advice, he placed Molly in a commadia's 
* * Lodging, in a Houſe contiguous to his Father's 
'E Eſtate ; where ſhe might live privately, and he 

d, have an Opportunity of viſiting her when he | 

* | | 

Lis Ihe Day now approaching, on which Mr. | 

n Rubi was expected, his Son omitted nothing | 

a þ tv might convince Ally of his Regard g and, | 

= wing futtled every thing relating to her Lodg- | 

4 ing and Subſfiſtance, prepared to receive his Fa- f 

* ther. : 
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al 


0 Mr. Ruſtick and bis Spouſe ſet out from 
4 | London, meet with an Accident that de- 


o- teins them on the Road. The Hliſtory of 
c FF Miſs Bell. And their Arrival in the 
e Country. 

ll 

e RS. Ryfticts Affairs being now ſettled, 
. in regard to her Suit, and her Huſband 
1 having added a Reinforcement of two more able 
4 | Lawyers, to thoſe already employed, in order 
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the better to execute his premeditated Scheme; 
and all neceſſary Preparations being made fur 
their intended Journey, they ſet forward in 
Coach provided on Purpoſe, and arrived with 
Safety at their firſt Stage. The ſollowing Day, 
in the midſt of a wild barren Hearth, their Plea- 
ſure was interrupted by a moſt finilter Accident; 
the Groom having forgot to greaſe the Whwsl;, 
and the Weather being extremely warm, by the 
rapid Rotation one of the Axlcetrees was fired, 
and might have been attended with very bad 
Conſequences, had not an itincrant Pedlar ob- 
ſerved it as he palled, and called to the Conch- 
man to flop. As ſoon as they were informed vi 
this Misfortune, they alighted from the Coach, 
end walked ſlowly on to the firſt Houſe they 
could arrive at, In the mean time their Car- 
Hare follovicd them in order to be repaired, 
They were obliged to walk three Miles be- 
fore they came to any Houſe ; and the firſt that 
oftered itle!f to their View was a ſmall mean- 
looking Alehouſe : This however Was good 
enough to ſerve their preſent Occaſion ; but, on 
their near Approach, their Ears were ſaluted 
with ſome of the ſouleſt Epithets and Exprel- 
ſions, that the Exgliſb Tongue, ſo eminently 


copious in theſe Phraſes, could afford; and theſe 


enforced with all the Aggravations malicious 


Rage could dictate. On their Arrival at the 


Scene 
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Scene of Action, they found the Landlord and 
! Landlady were the Diſputants; but, on their 
entering the Houle, all was immediately huſhed 
and filent, It was not in their Power to obtain 


any Satisfaction as to the Cauſe of it ; but ſatiſ- 


” fied themſelves with preventing any further In- 
| convenience. ariſing ſrom their Vehicle, which 


being ſoon ready for their Reception, they pro- 


© «ceded to their next Stage, which was not many 
Miles diſtant from where they laſt baited, 


The Landlady ſeeming to be of a communi- 
cative Diſpolition, Mrs. Kutick enquired of her, 
il ſhe knew the People of ſuch a Houſe, where 
they were obliged to ſtop, and what was their 
Character? La, Madam, ſaid the Hoſteſs, it is 


a melancholy Story to be ſure it is, and'I dp 


not remember one half of it: But, an pleaſe 
you, 1 will call my Thomas, he was Gardener 


to Squire Bell when the Affair happened, Here 


' Thomas, Thomas“ Why Huſband, tie, fie ! how 


can ydu {it tippling when you are called fo often! 


My good Man will drink, Madam; but he is 
» a good Hulband for all that, and minds the 
main Chance, By this Time, Thomas entered; 


and, on Mrs. Ry/2ic”s repeating the Queſtion, 


began his Account of them as follows: 


Ah, Madam ! ſays he, poor George Gray, 


| that lives at the Crown and Thiſtle where you 


ſpeak of, was my Fellow Servant; he was a 
E 4 : pretty 


(80) 
pretty young Fellow, and before he came ty 


the *Squire's, had attended a Gentleman on © 
his Travels into foreign Parts, the Lord know 
where : But, howſomdever, when he came to > 


live with us, he was to wait on the two young 
Ladies, my Maſter's Daughters. IT he cle 
of them was a fine Woman, but the youngeſt, 
as the ſaying is, was as wild as a Filley ; fo 
though ſhe was handſome enough, we wa 
not half ſo good as her Siſter, ſor the was al 
ways a Romping and making free with the 
Men. She was called Grace after her Grand- 
mother, my good old Miſtreſs, for I hate 
lived in the Family, Madam, eight and twenty 
Vears. But the Devil a Bit of Grace had ſhe; 
for ſhe fell in Love with George, and he hal 
not beeri there above half a Year, before ſhe 
gave him ſuch fly Looks, that a youny 


Fellow with half an Eye would have found out 


her Meaning; for ſhe uſed to follow him and 
teize him, till he took Heart, and ſpoke to 
her, and then they came to a right Underſtand. 
ing; and as they did not think it proper to be 
familiar in the Houſe, for fear of a Diſco- 
very, they choſe our old Green houſe for 
their Rendezvous as they call it; and here 
they uſed to come and lie a-nights, till they 


 fay Miſs Bell was with Child, and then Gorge 


ave her ſomething to. make her miſcary ; 
but 
1 a ; 
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f but this threw her into a Fit of Illneſs ; and I 
| J thought my Maſter, who was very fond of her, | 
5 would have run mad, if ſhe had not recovered. f 
{ However ſhe would not give over running aſter f 
on George till it was all found out. 
ung The two Siſters had ſeparate Chambers; and 
© it happened, that a Brother of Mrs. Bells came 
elt, to our Houſe unexpectedly ; and, as it was late 
or when he arrived, and moſt of the Family were 
n at Reſt, he went to the eldeſt of the Miſs Bells 
h Bed; and ſhe went to lie with her Siſter Grace; 

the but when the came into the Room, the Bed 
ni was empty: This ſurprited her, but ſhe waited 
ive ſome time, and at laſt went to her Father and 
enty ! tod him; he immediately ſearched all the 
he; Houſe, but neither Miſs nor George were to be 

had found; then he went into the Garden, and 

ſhe coming to the Green-houſe, found Miſs awake, 
ung drefling herſelf in a violent Hurry, and George's 
out Cloaths upon the Floor, he having ſcarce Time 
and to eſcape. My Maſter, with a great deal df 
to Calmneſs, ordered her to follow him; and: im- 
nd. mediately conſined her to her Chamber, not 
be ſuffering any one to go near her: And, in the 
co. mean time, diſpatched ſome People to appre- 

for dend George: 
ere] Te next Morning he went to her, and, 
hey Þ with great Moderation, ſaid, Grace, you have 
e olſended againſt Heaven, me, and yourſelf, by 
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your guilty Conduct. I cannot for all that loge 
the Affection I have cver had for you: There 
is but one Way to regain my Favour, and your 
own Character, ] am willing to believe, that 
this Villain has ſeduced you by fome baſe 
Means; for I cannot imagine you are fo loll to 
Shame, and every Principle of Virtue, as to en- 
courage him in any Shape, But I] am deter. 
minced to be revenged on him : He cannot clude 
my Search; and to Priſon he ſhall go, where! 
will have him proſccuted for a Rape; and com- 
mand your Obedience to an incenſed Father, 
Sir, ſaid Miſs Grace, I have offended too much 
to be forgiven, but cannot think of adding Per- 
jury to my Crime, I am alone to blame ! it 
was me that firſt tempted him, and am the 
guilty Perſon ] No, Sir, I cannot think of it 
without Horror! and you have ever been of too 
humane a Diſpoſition to harbour tuch ſevere Re- 
ſentment. 

It is well, replied my Maſter: Since you pay 
ſo little Regard to the Honour of your Family, 
Force ſhall compel you to a Senſe of your Duty, 
On this, he went out of the Room, locked the 
Door, and put the Key in his Pocket; kept it 
during her Confinement, which laſted three 
Weeks, allowing her a ſmall Pittance, that 
ſcarce kept Life and Soul within her. In the 
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. (eoroe was brought to the Bar. 
© an artful Indiftment, inſtructed by her Father; 

and the Crime was ſo much aggravated by 
© Counſel, that, in Spite of his Defence, he was 


(83) 
| mean time George was ſecured in Gaol againſt 


. the next Aſſizes to be tried, ' 


It was not without the greateſt Difficulty how- 


© ever, that they prevailed on Miſs Grace to yield 


to their Intentions; but the Apprehenſions of 


© {tarving, her long Confinement, and the Pro- 
© miſe of being again received into Favour, had 
too much Influence, and ſhe ſubmitted to be 


directed by my Maſter. At the Aſſize poor 


She ſwore to 


condemned to die, Miſs, no ſooner heard of 


© his Sentence, than ſhe flew to the Judge, and 


at his Feet begged Mercy for the Criminal, and 


confeſled the Falacy of her Accuſation; blaming 
© the Severity of her Father for her Conſent to 


ſuch Perjury. "The Judge, aſtoniſhed at ſo baſe 
a Proſecution, rebuked her Father in very ſe- 
vere Terms for ſo revengefully purſuing the 


+ Life of an innocent Perſon; and gave George a 
Pardon on Condition of his immediately mar- 
trying the Lady: This was too agreeable an In- 
= junction at that Lime, not to be readily com- 
© plied with. Mr. Bell, who has ever ſince en- 
tirely diſowned her as his Daughter, ordered 
her Cloaths to be ſent to her; but would never 
Contribute ia the leaſt to their Support, 


George 


_Y 
6.4 Georpe conducted his Wife to a Relation of 
his, where they lived for ſeveral Months till ſhe 
Was of Age to receive a ſmall Legacy leſt her 
by an Aunt, of which her Father could not de- 
prive her. With this Money they ſet up that 
Houſe you called at: But ſure, Madam, never 
were poor Creatures more unhappy: She is for 
ever upbraiding him with her Ruin, though ſhe is 
conſcious her own Inclinations were the princi- 
pal Cauſes of it : And he, in Return, accuſing 
her of her Perjury, But what adds to their 
Miſunderſtanding is, that her Siſter is ſince 
married to a Gentleman of a conſiderable 
Eftate; and frequently paſſes by their Doors 
in great Splendor, without conſidering the loft 
Mrs. Gray. | 
Having finiſhed his Story, the Landlord re- 
tired. And the next Day they arrived at Mr. 
Ruſticks Eſtate, where they were met by the 
young *Squire and his Companion, They 
alighted from the Coach, and walked flowly on 
to the Manſion-houſe, which was not far di- 
ftant. After the mutual Compliments . were 
paid, Mr. Ruftick advanced with his Son, to 
receive from him an Account of his Proceed- 
ings, and to inforce his former Injunctions;; little 
ſuſpecting Roger's Dilanclination to . Obedi- 
ence. Dn 18 Cyl 4 2 
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In the mean time, light entertained the La- 
dies with great Politeneſs. I hope, Madam, ſaid 


he (addreſſing himſelf to Mrs. Ru/tick), you will 


excule my Freedom; but the Abhorrence that 1 
have to a, premeditated baſe Deſign, will not 
permit me to be ſilent. When Mr, Ru/tick was 
laſt in the Country, he communicated to me 
what I find he has ſucceeded in; but I can aſ- 
ſere you for a Certainty, that your Marriage is 
to ſerve as a Prelude to his Son's having Char- 
lotte; and of this I am confirmed, as Roger has 
made me his Confidant: Nor would L have been 


guilty of this Treachery, if it can be called ſuch, 


but that I am convinced Miſs Villars is deſerv- 
ing of a better Fate. I hope, Madam, you 
will make a proper Uſe of this Hint, and de- 


pend on my utmoſt Endeavours to ſerve you: 


It may perhaps be in my Power totally to pre- 
vent his Schemes. Sir, ſaid Mrs. Ruſtich, this 
is no more than what I have ſuſpected, and your 
Confeſſion has confirmed me; but, I hope, my 
own Conduct will be juſtified by my Views in 


this Match, which have been chiefly to ſupport 
an expenſive Lawſuit: But on the Terms Mr. 


Ruſtick means, I will never conſent, eſpecially 
as ſuch a Match can only end in my Daughter's 
Miſery. Thus they continued their Converſa- 
tion, till they arrived at the Houle, when Flight 

left 
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left them, to pay his Compliments to Mr, 
Rujtick, who had been giving his Son ample In- 
ſtructions, relative to his Deſign on Charlotte; 
who, with her Mother, could not help reflect- 
ing on the ſervile Situation to which Flight's 


Extravagance had reduced him; not doubting 


his Reformation, it Providence ſhould ever fa- 
vour him with another Opportunity. | 

As nothing material happened, during the 
remaining Part of the Day, but common Oc- 
currences, we ſhall conduct them to their Bed- 
chambers, where, no doubt, their Reflections 

were enough. employed on the Subject of their 
late Information; and the Means to diſappoint 
Mr. Ru/tick in ſo intereſting a Project. But, as 
ſome very material Steps had been already taken 
totally to prevent it, the rendering all his 
Schemes abortive, naturally was the Conſe- 
quence ; though Churlotie, not her Mother, were 


inſtrumental in it. 
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Containing a Dialogue, exemplifying a Con- 
traſt between two very common Cha- 
racters. 


HE News of Mr. Ru/tit's Arrival, with 

his new-wedded Lady, was no ſooner 
known in the Country, than he was congratu- 
lated on the Event, by moſt of the neighbour- 
ing Gentry ; every one ſeeming deſirous of cul- 
tivating an Acquaintance with her, and her 
amiable Daughter. Amongſt the reſt were Sir 
Poſitive Stout; Doctor Text, the Rector of their 
Pariſh ; and his Siſter Miſs Text, a Virgin of 
Forty-three. This Lady, who, as ſhe had 
little Employment of the domeſtic Kind, and 
as little cared for thoſe Amuſements which at 
once afford a pleaſing Entertainment, and Im- 
provement to the Mind, of which her Brother's 
Study would have afforded her an ample Va- 
riety, had only amuſed herſelf in the more in- 
ſignificant Vocations of the Sex; and had, ac- 
cordingly, learned even the moſt minute Cir- 
cumſtances relating to every Family, in which 
ſhe was the leaſt intimate: Vet was her Con- 
verſation, abſtracted from that Curioſity of pry- 


ing into others domeſtic Occurrences, extremely 
agrecable z 


( 88,) 
agreeable ; and, indeed, till a thorough Know- 


lege of her Diſpoſition broke the Charm, courted 


by moſt People. As ſhe was Miſtreſs of a fprightly 
Genius, and a fatirical Turn, ſhe ſpared not ſe- 
vere Reflections, when the Conduct of her Neigh- 
bours incurred her Cenſure : Yet had ſhe an 
Heart to pity the Diſtreſſes of the Imprudent or 
Unfortunate. 

With this Lady Mrs. Ruſtict ſeemed much 
delighted, and made many Advances towards 
an Intimacy, which were as readily encouraged 
by Miſs Text, whole communicative Temper 
was often a moſt agreeable Relaxation to many 
a ſerious Hour. 

The Doctor, her Brother, was much charmed 
with the ſprightly, yet modeit Behaviour of 
Charlotte; and no leſs pleated with the more re- 
ſerved Affability of Mrs. R»/?ic4 ; and that mu- 
tual Harmony of Love and Duty that ſubſiſted 
between them, He made frequent Viſits, with 
his Siſter, to their Houſe ; and having himſelf 
been once a happy Father, the Perſon and ac- 
compliſhments of Miſs Villars revived fo many 
Remembrances of his loſt Daughter; and gave 
him a kind of pleaſing Anguiſh, a ſoothing Sa- 

tisfaction; ſuch as the Reader, who is hiniſelf 
a Parent, can only conccive. 

This Gentleman, though he was an excel- 
lent Scholar, a true Proteſtant, and withal a 
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dignified Clergyman, had diveſted himſelf of 
that pedantic Manner, that Air of Pride, which 
but too often diſtinguiſhes Men of that Function. 
He condemned no Man for diftering in Opinion 
from hunfeif;. he only wiſhed the Errors and 
Abuſes, which have, tor ſo many Ages, blinded 
Mankind, might be removed : Delighting in 
good Actions, and with the true Spirit of Cha- 
rity, ſcreening them from the publie Eye. 

Mrs. Ru/tick and her Daughter were ex- 
tremely charmed with the Friendſhip of this 
worthy Divine. And the Squire, though a Man 
not very warm in the Cauſe of Religion, had 
always lived on very good Terms, though not 
an Intimate with the Doctor ; and was rather 
pleafed than diſguſted with his frequent Viſits ; 
giving them many Opportunities of converſing 
alone, while he, with equal Pleaſure and Satiſ- 
faction, purſued his Game. 

It happened one Day, that he returned from 
hunting, and brought Home to dine with him, 
the Knight before-mentioned. Their Approach 
interrupted a moſt pleaſing and inſtructive Leſ- 
ſon, with which the DoCtor was entertaining 
the Ladies. 

Sir Poſitive, who was a perfect Bigot in Re- 
ligion (for Bigots may be found in every Sect) 
had great Enmity with him, on account of his, 
permitting ſeveral People, of different Perſua- 

Hal ſions, 
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ſions, to live unmoleſted in his Pariſh ; for he, 
notwithſtanding he was in 8 for the 
Peace, had frequently tyrannically perſecuted 
them in Proportion to the Doctor's Lenity. 

Having thus accidentally met, that he might 
not be deprived of the Pleaſure he hoped for, 
the Enight checked his Zeal, and ſeemed much 
pleaſed with his Converſation. But Dinner was 
no ſooner over than, in Hopes of exerting his 
Talents, and appearing to great Advantage to 
the Ladies, he addreſſed himſelf to him in his 
uſual declamatory Stile: Notwithſtanding, 
Doctor, ſaid he, the frequent Remoſtrances I 
have made to you, the Feuds and Animoſities 
ariſing, from the Encouragement you give to 
People of a different Perſuaſion from that, for 
which you ſhould be a ſtrenuous Advocate, daily 
encreaſe, 

Sir, ſaid Dr. Text, with great Calmneſs, the 
Encouragement I give to thoſe People you men- 
tion, is no more than letting them enjoy the 
common Privilege of a Br:t;/h Subject, a Li- 
berty of Conſcience unmoleſted ; that Privilege 
which you or] thould murmur to be deprived of. 

I do not know, replied the Enight, what 
may be your Sentiments, but I profeſs the pure 
eſtabliſhed Proteſtant Religion; and, I muſt tell 
you, I do not think it becomes a Man of your 
Cloth, to countenance a Pack of Papiſhes and 

others 


others 
M.A 
Net 
Papiſh 


oo N 


and : 
with | 
Oppo 
Beha 
noun 
Neat] 
(ih 
quen 
the þ 
follo 
deec 
by t 
that 
Tr: 
ſitic 
the 
Ef 
is . 
has 
ke! 
bu 


( 91 ) 


hers that are continually flocking to this 
Neighbourhood. —As for the People you call 
Papiſhes, ſays the Doctor, as they are generally 
oo much biaſed by Prejudice and Opinion, 
and avoid any Converſe or Communication 
with Perſons of my Function; I have really no 
Opportunity of urging to them any thing in the 
Behalf of our Religion, or tempting them to re- 
nounce the Errors of that which they profeſs: 
Neither do I regard this as ſo meritorious an 
Oifice, as we frequently find, that the Conſe- 
quence of a Man's being perſuaded to renounce 
the Religion, in which he has been educated, is his 
following or profefling no Religion at all : Norin- 
deed am] ſenſible of any Diſturbances occaſioned 
by the few of thoſe People there are amongſt us, 
that ſhould oblige me to moleſt them in their 
Tranquility. That there ſhould be ſuch Animo-— 
ſities between People, who, at the ſame time 
they differ in external Points and Forms, in all 
Eſſentials are the ſame, and mean one Thing, 
is to me really a Matter of Concern, I would 
have all thoſe opprobrious Diſtinctions of Qua- 
kers, Anabaptiſts, Preſbyterians, and the reſt, 
buried in one general Comprehenſion; nor do I 
eſteem this a Work of ſo much Difficulty, if 
the Clergy in general would unanimouſly give 
up ſome Points of no real Importance in true 


Religion, =And as for all other Perſuaſions, of 
| every 
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every Donomination, we muſt wait in a paticu; 
Expectation, that God, who ſeeth and pernitteth 
all Things, will one Day vindicate the Truth, 
The Knight, who, during this Speech, had, 
with much Difficulty, bridled his Impaticnce, 
now moſt vehemently exclaimed againſt the 
Doctor; and, being quite unable to exprei; 
himſelf with any Compoſure, uttered many In- 
vectives with great Volubility. Sir, ſays Dr, 
Text, I have no Deſire to engage in Arguments 
of this Nature with any Man ; more eſpecially 
with one, whoſe Bigottry, forgive me Sir, I 
can call it no better, exceeds his Reaſon ; and 
whoſe Impatience renders every Argument too 
weak to convince him. Doctor, replies Sir Po- 
ſittve, his Eyes ſparkling with Rage, I border 
not more on Bigottry, than you on Free-think- 
ing! I ſay, and will affirm, it is a Shame the 
Government does not reſtrain that Indulgence, 
which the People daily abuſe. Do we not ex- 
perience the Inconvenience of thoſe Schiſms and 
Parties, that are continually broaching in every 
Part of the Kinzdom ? Is not every Field, every 
Barn, crowded with Audiences round thoſe iti- 
nerant Preachers, while none of our Clergy, to 


their Shame be it ſpoken, exert themſelves in 


Oppoſition to theſe Wretches, or endeavour to 
recall. their miſguided Flock ? Sir, anſwered Dr. 
Text, your Zeal has now tranſported you be- 
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7 yond your own Argument; which ſhould have 


deen confined to the Differences which we ſee 


only in our Neighbourhood : Notwithſtanding, 


” } allow it is no Credit to the Proteſtant Religion, 
or indeed to the Supporters of it, to ſuffer ſo 
© many of theſe fatal Miſguidings to be practiſed 
© by a Set of artful deſigning Men on the weaker 
Fort of People; yet that Indulgence, to which 


you impute thoſe Grievances, ought not to be 


reſtrained : No, if the great Law of Example 


was inforced by the Rich, the Poor, who from 


them learn to regard Religion as a politic Mats 
ter of Form only, would not ſo eaſily be deluded 
by the Artifices of thoſe, who practiſe on them. 


And, I muſt confeſs, that the Remiſſneſs of the 


Clergy in general has not a little contributed to 
the Degeneracy you complain of ; but that Men, 
who perſevere in the Doctrine of their Forefa- 


thers; which Doctrine, however choaked and 
crowded with Errors, was founded, and is ſup- 
ported, by Men of Learning and Piety, ſhould 
de debarred the Privilege of worſhipping their 


Creator in the Manner they are perſuaded is 
moſt ſuitable to the Grandeur, or moſt pleaſing 
to the Purity of his Nature, would, in my 
Judgment, be very unreaſonable ; and I may, 
with as much Reaſon, quarrel with a Man be- 
cauſe his Complexion is not like mine, as that 


be differs in Opinion from me. 


Charlotte, 
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. Charlotte, who had with much Pleaſure and At. 
tention liſtened to this Diſcourſe, exprelled 
much Satisfaction, and hinted to the Knight, 
that he was far inferior to his Antagoniſt, ad. 
viſing him for the future not to attempt ſo un- 
equal a Diſpute, But this Remonſtrance in- 
cenſed him the more; and with an additional 
Warmth, Doctor, ſaid he, it does not become 
a Perſon of your Character and Function to ex- 
preſs ſuch Lenity for thoſe Sects and Diviſions, 
the Supporters of which would willingly ex. 
terminate all who are not of their Opinion: 
And, replied the Doctor, if you cannot ſub. 
ſcribe to their Opinion, how can you imagine, 
Sir, they would quietly ſubmit to the Enforce 
ment of yours ? or how can you plead for the 
Execution of that Rigour on others, to which 
you would not without great Reluctance ſub- 

mit? | 
The Knight, who hitherto thought his ½ 
dixit was ſufficient to confute every Argument 
he oppoſed, or eſtabliſn any Hypotheſis be 
pleaſed, began now to be convinced that Char- 
lotte had not erred in her Judgment; he had, 
however, proceeded too far to retreat. I am 
convinced, ſays he, that the Religion I profei 
is the only pure one, and therefore ſhall fire- 
nuouſly urge obliging every Subject of Gre 
Britain to adopt this Opinion ; and as I inten- 
. t9 
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to be a Candidate next general Election, will, 
if J ſucceed, bring a Bill into the Houſe for 
that Purpoſe. There is in every Syſtem of Re- 
ligion, replies the Doctor, ſome Men poſſeſſed 
with a Spirit of Perſecution, and from that Spirit 
has ariſen the many Blemiſhes which disfigure 
her fair Face ; and hence is that Duty, which, 
in its original Inſtitution, is but one ſimple uni- 
form Acknowledgment to the ſupreme Creator 
for his Mercies, degenerated to a confuſed 
Anigma, a Sound without a Meaning. I can- 
not better expoſe the Abſurdity of your Scheme 
than by repeating the Words of a celebrated 
Poet : 


o Law divine condemns the Virtuous, 

For differing from the Rules your Schools de- 
viſe. 

Look round, how Providence beſtows alike, 

Sunſhine and Rain to bleſs the fruitful Year, 

On different Nations, all of different Faiths ; 

And (tho' by ſeveral Names and Titles wor- 
ſhipp'd) 

Heaven takes the various Tribute of their 
Praiſe ; 

Since all agree to own, at leaſt to mean, 

One beſt, one greateſt, only Lord of all. 
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The Knight would have anſwered to this able 
Quotation, but was prevented by Mr. Nuſtict, : tiguc 
to whom this Diſcourſe afforded little or no bis! 


Amuſement: he propoſed a Walk in the Gar. * 
den, as a Diverſion from ſo frivolous a Diſpute, ligic 
in which he ſaid neither were like to triumph, 1 Vu. 
The Doctor pleaded in Excuſe, his being ob. a 
liged to viſit a ſick Perſon, and left the tro ,- 
Gentlemen over their Bottle, which they did not 
quit while it afforded any Reliſh to their Pa- 


lates. Sir Poſitive had now ample Revenge on ? — 
the Doctor, who being abſent, could not con- Wy 


| fute his Arguments. And as for Mr. Nit, 
„ he had not made Religion his Study in ay 8 
| Shape, and of Conſequence readily acquieſced MW 


him 

in the Sentiments'of his Neighbour. cen: 
In the mean Time, the Ladies who had re- bein 
tired on the Doctor's Departure into the Gar- pio! 


den, were entertaining themſelves over their Tea, Sch 
with common Obſervations on the late Dia- 
logue, when Miſs Text ſaid ſhe would oblige 
them with the Hiſtory of Sir Poſitive, who, ſaid i old 
ſhe, was not born to that vaſt Eſtate he now i 
inherits; it is to Chance alone that he is in- gan 
debted for almoſt every Thing but his Title ; ly 1 
for his Father, who had many Vices, had ſo Pri. 
* ruined his Eſtate, that he was obliged to mort- 
gage the greateſt Part to one Ms. Ofdern, a 
Gentleman who had —— a conſider- 
able 
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in his Ears the Neceſſity of making Reſtitution 
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© ible Eſtate by Succeſs in Trade, which lay con- 
© tizuous to that of the old Knight, who, upon 
his Deceaſe, left him Guardian to Sir P ofitive. 


Mr. Ofborn profeſſed the Roman Catholic Re- 


N ligion, and had a Son, who having married a 

young Lady of a different Perſuaſion, ſo 
exaſperated the Father, that he would no longer 
© regard him as his Son, but turned him out of 
Doors, to which Inhumanity they do not ſeru- 
ple to ſay, the Aggravations of Sir Poſitive did 
much contribute. However, there was a ſmall 
| Eſtate left to young Oſborn, that his Father 
could not touch; this enabled him to retire to 
| the South of France, where he ſtill reſides. 


Sir Poſitive, the more firmly to ingratiate 


| himſelf with old Mr. Qſborn, prevailed on a mer- 
| cenary Prieſt who attended him, to declare his 


being converted to the Romihh Religion by his 
pious Exhortations and Arguments ; which 


Scheme in a ſhort Time had its defired Effect; 
and it is confidently reported, that this Strata- 


gem coſt Sir Poſitive, on the Deceaſe of the 
old Dupe, a thouſand Pounds, But this was 


not the Extent of his Contrivance ; he in- 
| famed Him againfl his Son, and urged inceſſant- 
| ly the Heinouſneſs of his Diſobedience. The 


Prieſt, on the otlier hand, continually preached 


to 
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to young Stout, for the exarditant Intereſt he 
had extorted from his F ather. 

Their Machinations ſucceeded to their 
Wiſhes ; the old Gentleman ſoon died, and as 
the Eſtate he poſſeſſed was acquired by his own 
Induſtry, he entirely diſinherited his Son, and 
left Sir Ty ſole Heir to an immenſe For- 
tune. 

Thus did this Knight, who ſo ſtrenuouſly 
oppoſes all Deviation from that Religion he pre- 


tends to profeſs, gain by a vile Artifice ano- 


ther's Inheritance. He has made ſeveral Ef. 
forts towards obtaining a Wife; but as moſt of 
the Ladies he courted were ſuſpicious of the 
Methods by which he has enriched himſelf, he 
has not been able to ſucceed. Among many 
other ſmall Eſtates his Father mortgaged, this 
is one where he now reſides ; the * mate- 
rial of the others lies ſomewhere in Oxfordſhire 
As every one deſpiſed him there, knowing his real 


Character, he has retired here, not dreaming 


that any Perſon is acquainted with his real Cha. 
rater ; and indeed I have been at ſome Pains 
to learn ſo much. 

IJ am amazed, anſwered Charlatte, how a 
Man, conſcious to himſelf of having ated fo 
baſe a Part, can with ſo ſteady an Aſſurance 
enter into a Controverſy on the moſt ſerious 


and molt intereſting Subjects. Dear Madam, 


replied 
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replied Miſs Text, your Youth and Inexperience 
only, occaſion that Surpriſe ; you know not h al 


I the Deceits and Villanies Mankind are capable 


of. And I hope, ſaid Charlotte, I ſhall never 


* outlive my Surprize at an ill Action: Heaven 


grant I may no longer enjoy Life, than while I 


keep myſelf innocent of experiencing the Frauds 


you mention] Mrs. Pillars, charmed at this 
Expreſſion of Charlottes, commended her Piety, 
and added her Prayers to thoſe of her Daughter. 
Mr. Roger Ruſtic (who had been abſent all 
the Day on an Affair with which the Reader 
may hereafter be acquainted) agreeable to his 


| Father's Commands, waited on the Ladies to 
deſire their Company to Supper. When they 


| entered the Parlour, they found Mr. Ru/tick by 
| himſelf, having diſmiſſed Sir Po/tive with as 


much Liquor as he could poſſibly bear away. 


F 2 n 


(100) 


C HAP. XI. 


Flight endeavcurs 10 involve young Ruſtick 
in ſuch a Scene of Diſtreſs, as totally tg 
prevent his Marriage with Charlotte, 
and perſuades Molly to frighten bim in- 
to a Compliance with her Requeſt. 


LIGHT, who had for ſome Time ſince 


Mr. Ruſtict's Arrival into the Country, laid 


dormant as to the Proſecution of his Schemes, 
was, notwithſtandi:.g his intriguing Genius, al- 
moſt reduced to. a non plus, by the repeated 
Commands of Mr. Ru//ic> to his Son, to pro- 
ſecute his Courtſhip with Charlotte, and oſten 


lamented to Flight the Concern he laboured 


under at the aukward obſtinate Baſkfulneſs of 
Roger, but generally concluded with an Oath, 


that Force ſhould ſupply the Want of Conſent 
in either. His Determinations on this Head 


he had never communicated to Mrs, Ruflich, 


not imagining her Approbation to be in the 
leaſt material, and willing that the real Aﬀec- 


tion of his Son ſhould feem the principal Mo- 
tive and Inducement to the Union ; for mer- 
cenary and unjuſt as he was in his Views, he 


would much rather this Marriage ſhould ap- 


pear 
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pear to the Public the Effect of Choice more 
than Compulſion. 
Charlotte and her Mother had in their Hours 


of Retirement many Converſations on this To- 


pic, and could not in the leaſt account for Mr. 
Rufticts Silence on ſo material, and ſo intereſting 
a Subject. Ræager, ſince their Arrival in the 
Country, had never taken hold of any Oppor- 
tunity to converſe with Charlotte on the Sub- 
Jet of Courtſhip, nor had they any Reaſon to 
believe his Father would be ſoon induced to 
diſcontinue a Scheme of ſo much Conſequence 
to his Son; their Reflections could tend to no 
Certainty, and did not a little add to their 
Uneaſineſs; but unſettled as they were in their 


Thoughts of this, their Reſolutions were fixed 


as to the main Point. 


Mr. Ru/tich, as I have already ſaid, was de- 
termined to proſecute his Deſign ; he only 
gave a ſhort Intermiffion to the Execution of 


it. He thought it would be too abrupt, and 


look too much like Premeditation to preſs. it 
the Inſtant of his Arrival ; he harboured no 
Doubts of its Succeſs, and was the leſs anxious 
of fo trifling a Delay. He had, in his laſt 
Converſation with Flight, ſo ſtrenuouſly aſſert- 
ed his Intention of, and Determination at all 


Events to fulfil this his Reſolution, that the 
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Mind, every thing that could prove an Im- 
pediment to the Match. 

This, from what he had heard, he was ſen. 
fible would prove very difficult; and though he 
thought on many Schemes that ſeemed probable 
enough to ſucceed, yet but one carried with it 
the Appearance of a Certainty. This, though 
a Man abandoned in every Reſpect, he was 
fearful of purſuing : He did not fear the Suc- 
ceſs of it, with regard to the Parties concerned, 
but the Diſcovery of the Promoter of it, which 
he was conſcious muſt be the Conſequence, for 
ſome Time deterred him from it. 

For a long Time Irreſolution attended his 
Deſigns; but Neceſſity, and a Violence of 
Paflion uncontrouled, at laſt confirmed his In- 
tention, which. was no leſs than drawing in his 
Dupe, Mr. Roger, to marry Molly. This, he 
was ſenſible, would finally determine the Pro- 
ſecution of Mr. Ru/tict's Scheme, and at leaſt 
procure a Delay, and leave a more ample Field 
for the Execution of his own ; imagining Mrs. 
Ruftick and her Daughter would not be jo far 
wanting in Gratitude, as not to indulge a 
Friendſhip for a Man who had ſerved them ſo 
effectually, even at a Certainty of forfeiting the 
Regard of a Man, who had from their firſt 
Intimacy proſeſſed a Value for him. 
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It muſt be acknowledged this was but a 
-eaſonable Conjecture to. form of Perſons who 
were entire Strangers to his Motives for this 
Generoſity, and whoſe. naturally benevolent 
Fempers were ever ready to make Returns for 
Favours received. But, on a Reflection pro- 
ceeding ſrom the Knowledge of his Reaſons, 
how great a Villain muſt he appear to be in the 
Judgment of every Perſon who lays a proper 
Weight on his Actions, whoſe Heart, ſuſceptible 
of the deepeſt Villany, baniſhes every Thought 
of Virtue, Gratitude, or Honour, to proſecute 
the moſt infamous Deſigns! A Man, who had 
already, by his own profligate Conduct, ex- 
perienced the Viciſſitude of Fortune in the moſt 
ſevere of its Effects to one of his Diſpoſition, 
we ſhould have imagined had Leiſure enough 
to reflect, and make his Misfortune ſerve as 
an Excitement to a Reformation: but Reflec. 
tions were attended with too many ſevere 
Pangs for him to indulge them, He could not 
enjoy a Recollection of having done one good 
Action, to palliate a Life miſpent in the Pur- 
ſuit of the moſt lawleſs Pleaſures, His Repu- 
tation, by many infamous Actions, was al- 
ready blaſted; of this he was ſenſible, and ne- 
ver made the leaſt Step towards a Recovery of 
it, the Anxiety in the Point of Reputation be- 
ing a Diſtreſs peculiar to fine Spirits, and mak= 
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ing them liable to a thouſand Inquictudes, 
from which Men of groſſer Underſtandings ac 
totally 'exempt ; ſo that nothing is more com- 


* e * * * * 


mon, than to ſee one Part of Mankind live t 


perfect Eaſe under ſuch Circumſtances, as would Þ 


make another Part of them entirely miſerable, 


Flight was perfectly eaſy what the Wond Þ 
thought of him, and the Character of Infamy 
never gave him a Moment's Diſguſt. What 


will not a Man of ſuch a Principle be guilty 
of, to ſucceed in his baſe Deſigns! He had al. 
ready experienced the Facility of bending the 
young *Squire to any thing he propoſed to him, 
and was ſufficiently convinced of his Aﬀec- 
tion for Mol, whom he knew would without 
any Heſitation comply with what muſt ſo ap- 
parently tend to her Advantage and Advance- 
ment in the World. Full of his Scheme, 
Flight was determined not to be dilatory ; he 
knew that Plots fuld be no ſooner formed than 
executed, and that Delays at this Juncture 
threatned no leſs than a tota) l Diſappointment 
to him, 

As he knew Roger made daily Excurſions 
from home to viſit Molly, he propoſed making 
her appear the principal Perſon in ſuing for an 
Union, and thereby having the Advantage of 
giving. * Ow 3 he knew the "Squire 
zen rm 400 W 
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would aſk) in a Manner moſt likely to ſecure 


Succeſs, We need not doubt with what Rap- 
tures Molly received ſuch a Propoſal, nor her 
Readineſs to comply with every Inſtruction her 


Maſter gave her. In the midſt of their Con- 


ſultations Roger arrived, and after the cuſtom- 
ary Salutations, Mr. Ru/tich, ſays Molly, the 
People all hereabouts begin to take Notice of 
my being with Child, and are already cla- 
morous about my living amongſt them ; they 
are not contented with talking privately of this, 
but, as I paſs, load me wick moſt opprobri- 
ous Language. Do they ? ſays Roger, why then 


I'll move you elſewhere. Says Molly, the ſame 


Inconvenience will attend me wherever I go, 
ſo long as they know that I am not married 
to you. Indeed, Sir, you have a preat deal 
to anſwer for, in reducing me to this cruel 
Extremity ; but you abuſed my Exceſs of Ten- 
derneſs for you, and have, prevented all my 
Proſpects of future Happineſs. I might have 
married ſome honeſt Man that would have pro- 
vided for me, and not let me be expoſed ta 
the Cenſure and Abuſe of an ill-natured Set of 
People. And what would you have me do tore 
for you, ſays Roger, than I have already done? 
In ſure I love you ſo well, that I would do 
very Thing I could to make you eafy. Do 
= conſider, Sir, ſays Melly, how much you 
F 5 have 
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have injured, me that my Character is entirely 


gone, that I am regarded no better than as x 


common Proſtitute, and can you aſk me what 
Reparation is due ?. There is many a Girl 
would have proſecuted you, and hanged you 
for a Rape; but I was in Hopes your own 
Generoſity would have prompted you. to 
have made me ſome Return for ſuch a diſtin- 
guiſhing Indulgence. What would you have 
me do? ſays Roger ; I told you before I would 
do any Thing for you; can't you tell me ? Mr, 
Ruftick, ſays ſhe, why will you ſeem ſo igno- 
rant of what you are conſcious to yourſelf is 
but Juſtice ; you know you can do no leſs 
than marry me after the Injury you have done 
me. Marry you! ſays Roger. Yes; marry me, 
ſays Molly. Why, ſays Roger, did I ever ſay 
I would? What would my Father ſay if he 
were to know it ? cod I don't know what 
might be the Conſequence. The Conſequence 


to me, ſays Melly, cannot be worſe than 


it is; and Jet what will happen, I will a- 
way to your Father, and if he refuſes to do 
me Juſtice, I will have Recourſe to more ef- 
fectual Methods. If Reger was aſtoniſhed at 
the Mention of Marriage, it was conſiderably 


| augmented when his Father was to be ac- 
quainted with it. He endeavoured, but in vain, 


to pacify the enraged Molly, who ſtill repeat. 
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ed her Threats, and would liſten to no Terms 
of Accommodation, ſave matrimonial ones. 
During this Diſcourſe Flight remained a Spec- 
tator and Auditor- only ; but now he thought 
it convenient to interpoſe. Indeed, Molh, fays 
he, I never imagined you would have impoſed 
ſuch hard Conditions upon the young Squire, 
I muſt needs tell you I think you are very un- 
conſcionable : If he would be ſo good as to 
give you a pecuniary Conſideration, in my 
Opinion, it would be a much better Compoſi- 


tion. Mr. Flight, ſays ſhe, every one is beſt 


Judge of their own Concerns; I am already 
determined, and neither you, nor any body 
elſe, ſhall perſuade me to the contrary : I have 
already ſuffered too much in my Character, but 
I will not ſubject myſelf to the Reflections of 
the World, when it is in my own Power to 
be juſtified. Well, ſays Flight, I know not 
what to ſay to it, I am ſorry to ſee any Miſ- 
underſtanding between you ; in the mean Time, 
as what you have propoſed to the Squire re- 
quires ſome Reflection, you had better indulge 
him in a few Days to conſider of it. Says 
Molly, the Reparation of a Woman's Honour 
needs not much Conſideration; I did not ima- 
gine Mr. Ru/tick would have made ſuch a 
Scruple of acting an honeſt Part : However, at 
your Requeſt, 1 ſhall expect his Anſwer by to- 
21 morrow 
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morrow ; in the interim, I do aſſure ye both, 
that nothing ſhall alter my fixed Reſolution, 

Kager had ſuch an Entertainment at this In. 
| terview, that he was impatient to.depart ; when 
Flight, wha was as willing as he, aſked him, 
if he ſhould have the Pleaſure of aceolnpenying 
him Home ? To which he aſſented. And they 
ſet. farwards, the Squire with a moſt heavy 
Heart, and Flight exulting at the Succeſs, that 
ſeemed likely to attend his Schemes. 

For a conſiderable Way, Rager ſeemed buried 
in Contemplation ; and, in all Probability, 
would have continued in Silence till he got 
Home, had not, Flight interrupted the Thread 
of his RefleCtion, by aſking him what he in- 
tended to do in this Exigency. 


I know not what to do, ſays Roger / I never 


imagined Melly would have ſerved me as ſhe has 
done, What ſhall I do? Why really, fays 
Flight, it is a moſt unfortunate Accident ; for, 
certainly, ſhe has it in her Power to inflict the 
utmoſt Severity of the Law on you; and, if the 
acquaints your Father with all that has paſt, the 
Conſequence will certainly be of the utmoſt 
Prejudice to you: So that on either Side it af- 
fords but a gloomy Proſpect. For my Part, I 
am really concerned at the Length, to which 
' The has carried her Expectations ; ; and the little 
Probability there ems. of der accepting. any 
other 
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other Terms of Accommodation. To be ſure, 


the Girl ſhews a good Diſpoſition, in appearing 
ſo cautious of her Reputation; and might make a 
very excellent Wife; and, if I muſt deal ſincerely 


with you, in my Opinion, a better one than 


Miſs Villarts, who has ſeen too much of the 
World for you ; She is the fine Lady, and will 
never be brought to that eaſy complying good 
Humour, Molly is poſſeſſed of. I'cod, fays Ro- 
ger, I do not ſee that ſhe is ſo good-humoured, 
when ſhe threatens to hang me. Mr. Roger, 
ſays Flight, you quite miſunderſtand the poor 
Girl, I dare ſay, ſhe has heard you were going 
to be married; and has too great an Affection 
ſor you, to bear the Thoughts of ſeeing you live 
with any- body elſe: ſhe has oſten confelied to 
me, that ſhe could not ſurvive fo great a Mor- 
tiſication. Why, ſays Roger, I do believe ſhe 
loves me: But why ihould ſhe threaten to hang 
me? is that a Mark of her Affection? It was 
only ſpoke, ſays Fligbt, in the Hurry and Con- 
ſuſion of her Senſes. "Though I do not know, 
what Lengths your Refuſal may drive her to, 
and I would adviſe milder Methods, I will tell 
you, I have juſt hit upon a Scheme that will ef- 
fectually ſerve you: You ſhall promiſe to marry 
her on ſuch a Day; we will ride ſomewhere, 


to a Place I ſhall appaint; and there you ſhall 
be married. But, ſays Roger, I cannot,— Let 


me 
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me ſpeak, ſays Flight; I have an Acquaintance, 
not a Clergyman, who ſhall officiate as ſuch; 
and this Marriage will ſatisfy Molly, though, at 
the ſame time, it will not be valid ; and you 
may break off with her whenever you will, 
without any Danger of her proving a Marriage, 
Roger for a while could hardly recover Breath 
to thank him; and now profeſſed that nothing 
in his Power ſhould ever be wanting at his Re- 
queſt ; but that he might command his very 
Life, and Eſtate when his Father died; fo un- 
bounded were his Tranſports at this ſeeming 
Relcaſe. 

On his Return to Molly the following Day, 
he told her, he had conſidered of what ſhe had 
ſaid; and was now determined to comply with 
her Demands, though at the Hazard of his Fa- 
ther's Favour. As there needed not many 
Words, the Day was fixed, and accordingly 
they ſet out, accompanied by Flight, to the 
appointed Place, which has formerly been Part 
of his Eſtate. 

On their Arrival, they were welbomnd by the 


Curate (whom Roger imagined was a Layman 


in Diſguiſc) ; and ſome others, all Strangers to 
Mr. Ruſtick; but who were acquainted with 


their old Landlord, The Marriage was ſolem- 
nized 1 the moſt WN manner; and they 
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' Flight, by his Impoſition on the *Squire, had 
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returned perfectly well ſatisfied with their Day's 
Excurſion. 
Melly was now ſecure of a Proviſion, and 


put an irremoveable Impediment to his Mar- 


riage with Charlotte, As for Roger, he was 
freed now (as he thought) from any more Un- 
eaſineſs on Molly's Account; and was juſt re- 
turned from his Expedition, the ſame Day that 
we have mentioned we ſhould account for his 
Abſence, during the Entertainment, the Diſpute 
between Doctor Text and Sir Poſitrve Stout, af- 
forded to the Ladies. 


CHN A F. . 


IWhich ſerves as an Introduction to a very 
material Affair. | 


FTER ſuch a Maſter-piece of Deſign, 
who will not eafily conceive the Rap- 

tures that ſwelled the Breaſt of our Game-keeper! 
He had now performed every thing, that might 
ſerve as a Prelude to his grand Plot: This, he 
was conſcious, was to be conducted in a dif- 
ferent Manner from the former, as the Perſon, 
deſtined to be the Victim, was neither deficient 
| in 
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in Judgment, or any thing elſe, that migh! 
prove an Impediment to his Succeſs. This he 
was ſenſible of, but was ſo infatuated with; 
Spirit of Self-opinion, that the Reflection of 
a Diſappointment was the furtheſt from hi 
Thoughts. 

Not many Days paſſed, after he had united 


the Squire with Aso, before he ſeized an Op- 
portunity that offered to communicate his Ser- 
vices to Mrs. Rigſtict, and her Daughter. 
Mr. Ruftick had bcen obliged, on very ma- 
terial Buſineſs, to be abſent ſome Diſtance from 
Home; when Higbt, who watched every con- 
venient Time that offered to purſue his Scheme, 
told Mrs. Ruſtict, that he had ſomething of the 
utmoſt Conſequence to impart ; and, if ſhe and 
Miſs Villars would indulge him with a few Mi- 
nutes Conference, he could diſcloſe a Secret to 
them, that materially concerned them both. 

Charlotte and her Mother were too impatient, 
not to give him an immediate Opportunity cf 
ſatisfying their Curioſity, when Mr. 'Ru/tici's 
Abſence proved a moſt ſeaſonable one. 

Flight waited on them, agreeable to their Ap- 
pointment ; and Nager, having dedicated all his 
leizure Hours to the Company of Molly, there 
was not the leaſt Probability of an Interruption. 

' Ladies. ſays Flight (addreſſing himſelf to them) 
ſince I have firſt had the Pleaſure of being in- 
troduced 
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troduced to you, I mult confeſs, J have laboured 
under much Uneaſineſs, on the little Proſpect 
of Happineſs, your Union with the Family of 


| the Ru/?ick's was likely to produce, I have very 
185 fortunately, by my Intimacy with the Squire, 
* and his making me a Conſidant of his Inten- 
; tions, had it in my Power effectually to ſerve 
» you; and, at a moſt critical Juncture, totally to 
% : pervert and baMe his moſt ſubtle Intrigues, I may, 
with the greateſt Confidence, aſſure you, that 

12 all his Authority, exerted with the utmoſt Se- 
5 verity, cannot, Miſs Villars, make his Son your 


Huſband, For God's Sake, Mr. Flight, ex- 
plwain yourſelf, exclaimed Charlotte, do not keep 
he a in Suſpence. A Diſcovery, Madam, ſays he, 

of what I have done, would at preſent be of no 
ti. F Service; but, be aſſured from me, that even 
your Inclination to this Match would now be 
ineffectual ; and you may, if Mr. Ruſtict ſhould 
mention it to you, ſeem as agreeable to an 
nion with Mr. Roger, as it is morally impoſ- 
WF ſible for him to be your's, Time will diſcover, 
what, at this preſent, I cannot communicate z 
but, believe me, my Zeal to ſerve you has 
ſomewhat tranſported me beyond the Bounds of 
Gratitude and Friendſhip ; but this, I think the 
more excuſable, as injured Innocence and Beauty 
N claim the Protection of every honeſt Hearts» 
Charlotte 
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Charlotte returned him Thanks for the generous 
Sentiments he exprefled; and l preſſed the to. 

tal Diſcovery of this important Lecret. But he 

told her, that fhe might intirely depend on his 
Affuran ces; 3 but perh aps, Ez: tes, continued 
he, you will be ſurprized, when I inform you, 

that Mr. Rigi * emfloyed me as his Son's 
Proxy in this Scene of Courtſhip ; and has re- 
queſted of me to give him ſuch !nſtruQtions, as 
I ſhall judge moſt proper to ſecure Succeſs, I 
muſt own there ſeems in Mr. Roger an unſur- 
mountable Backwardneſs to engage in it, which 
has not a little aſſiſted me in the Execution of 
my Schemes, I know not how to account for 
his Inſenſibility in this Reſpect, ſince, to my 
Knowlege, he prefers the Careſſes of an ordi- 
nary Country Wench, to the Smiles of the moſt 
charming Perſon of her Age: Pardon me, Ma- 
dam ! but I cannot ſpeak without Warmth at fo 
unparalleled a Preference. Heavens! conti- 
nued he, how happy might I have now been, 
had I once met with a Woman like thee, whoſe 


Judgment and good Senſe would have reſtrained 


the Follies of my Youth, and whoſe Charms 
would have reclaimed the roving Libertine ! 
Charlotte was a little diſturbed at this Exclama- 
tion; but the Reflection of what he had been, 


and his Ruin by the Indulgence of his Paſſions, 
converted her Reſentment into Pity., As to 


9 ; Atrs. 
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Mrs. Ruftich, though ſhe had been attentive to 
what he ſaid, yet there could not eſcape her 
” Obſervation, ſeveral Glances that ſeemed to ex- 
| preſs the moſt eager Wiſhes : This, it muſt be 
imagined, gave her no ſmall Uneafineſs. She 


had indeed obſerved, at ſeveral times, that ſhe 


had been in Company with him, his Eyes to be 


eternally fixed on Charlotte; and when he ad- 


© dreſſed himſelf to her, there was a peculiar ab- 


rupt Tenderneſs, a kind of Incoherency in his 
Expreſſion, that argued ſomething more than a 
bare Eſteem. She did not chuſe to continue 
their Converſation much longer on this Topic ; 


but turned it to a different Subject; yet could 
not this prevent him from paying ſuch Gallan- 
tries, as a thorough Knowlege of the polite 


World, and a raging Paſſion, could ſuggeſt. 
In all Probability, he had proceeded much far- 


ther in an Explanation, had not the Arrival of 


Roger interrupted a Diſcourſe equally diſagree- 
ble and troubleſome to Mrs. Ru/?ic# and her 
Daughter. He found, from the Reception his 
Behaviour met with, that his Company was far 
from being agreeable ; and took his Leave, very 
ill-ſatisfied with the Return made to his Ser- 
vices; and with a firm Reſolution, that, not- 
withſtanding all the ſeeming Impediments, none 
ſhould prove an Obſtacle to his Succeſs. He 
was all Leceit, and reſolute in the Proſecution 
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of his Schemes. If controuled or diſappointed 
in any of his Views, cruel and malicious; xt 
the ſame time that he raged for the Poſſeſſion of 
a lovely Woman, he was ſo ungenerons, that the 
Loſs of her Honour and Reputation, with every 
calamitous Attendant on Infamy, were not ſuſ- 
ficient to deter him from the Purſuit. As he 
was a Man ſuch as is deſcribed, none nec 
doubt of his Intentions, with regard to Charlott: 
His Reſentment at the Reception of his Gal. 
lantries, ſtifled every Thought of Pity, that 
could ariſe in Favour of her; and the moſt bru- 
tal Paſſion and Deſigns now totally engaged hi; 
Attention. 

Roger had imagined himſelf very ſecure from 
the Importunities of Molly, on the matrimonial 


of Flight's Artifice, not to be eaſily impoſed on 
by him. This the Gamekeeper was thoroughly 


convinced of; and was determined to make his 
Simplicity ſubſervient to his Scheme. For this 


Purpoſe, he early the next Morning went to 
Melly, to whom he knew Roger never failed of 
paying his daily Viſits. He did not wait long 
before young Ky/tic# entered, and aſked him, 
what could occaſion ſo timely an Attendance 
there? Flight told him, it was ſomething he 
had to communicate to him, of the greateſt 
Conſequence z and, if he had an Hour s Leiſure, 

he 
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he would impart to him a Secret well worth 
his Knowledge. Ruſtick was impatient, and 
aſter a ſhort natural Converſation with Molly, 
he went with Flight to a Place more convenient 
for their Conference. | | 
| You may remember, ſays Flight, that when 
your Father mentioned to me his Deſign of 
* marrying you to Miſs Villars, I told you I would, 
to the utmoſt of my Power, aſſiſt you in your 
' Courtſhip, and not only inſtruct you in what 
Manner to proceed, but that I myſelf would 
zddreſs her in your Favour. I have, agreeable 
to your Wiſhes, acted in every Reſpect to 
gratify you. You expreſſed your Diſlike to the 
Match, though Policy obliged you to conceal 
it from your Father. It was neceſſary, in car- 
tying on the Deceit, that I ſhould add to the 
Impoſition; for this Purpoſe I have attempted 
| to found Miſs Charlotte; but the Preſence of 
| her Mother much reſtrained her natural Free- 
dom; and if I am not much deceived by the 
Afonation ſhe privately made me, ſhe is as 
forward to receive the Addreſſes of any Man, 
as we are ready to make them. Tcod, ſays 
Roger, 1 never thought otherwiſe, I did ima- 
cine ſhe was very impudent-; but where are 
you to meet her? Why *Squire, ſays Flight, 
that ſhe left to my Ingenuity, and you know I 
have a good Headpiece. Aye, that I know, 
_m ſays 
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—— 


ſays Roger, before to-day. I will tell you, 
ſays Flight, there is no where ſo convenient fur 
an Aſſignation as a Woman's Bedchamber 
J was thinking if it was not poſſible for you to 
conceal me in ſome Place, from whence [ 
might, at a proper Time, repair to meet her, 
Now there would a very great Advantage at- 
tend this Meeting ; for I could give her (as you 
ſay you diſlike her) ſuch Reaſons, that I am con- 
vinced I would make the Fault appear entirely 
her's, in caſe your Father ſhould urge the Match, 
I am certain Mrs. Ru/tick will never give me 
any Opportunity, as ſhe, I know, ſuſpects too 
great an Intimacy between us; fo that in Rea- 
lity at Night is the only Time, as well as the 
fitteſt, for ſuch a Rendezvous. But ſuppoſe 
my Father ſhould find it out, ſays Roger, there 
will be the Devil to pay. As to that, fays 
Flight, leave it to my Management, I will en- 
gage we three will prove too hard for your 
Father, if he ſhould harbour any Sufpicions 
and if he does not, you may ſafely tell him, 
that it is Miſs Villars's Fault, not your's, that 
the Courtſhip does not ſucceed. I like it huge-' 
ly, ſays Roger, and we will contrive how I. 
ſhall manage; but tell me what I ſhall do with 
Molly, for if ſhe ſhould grow troubleſome, or 
too expenſive, I cannot keep her; and if ſhe 
ſhould continue long where ſhe is, it is: ten to: 
one 
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one but my Father, diſcovers all, and then 
what could I do? As to that, ſays Flight, 
leave it to my Direction, I will engage to 
* free you from that Incumbrance'; you know the 
| Influence I have over her, and need not doubt 
my Readineſs to ſerve you: in the mean Time, 
I would have you be ſecret in what we have 
E concerted, as a Diſcovery might hurt us both. 
Roger judging by this Time that it was neceſ- 
| fary to return, leaving Flight inwardly exult- 


Ing at the Succeſs likely to attend his Ma- 
chinations. 


CHAT. AM 


Mr, Ruſtick grows impatient at the Loſs 


of the Law-ſuit, and preſſes his Son's 
Marriage with Mifs Villars. 


TPON his Return home, Roger found 
the Family in much Diſorder, occaſion- 


| ed by Letters from London to his Father, in- 
forming him of the Loſs of Mrs. Ru/tic#'s Suit, 


with Coſts attending the Proſecution of it. 


As to the good or ill Succeſs of it, he had ne- 
ver given himſelf the leaſt Concerh, limiting 
lis Hopes to Apprehenſions ſolely to what im- 
mediately 


(120) 
mediately concerned himſelf, And notwith. 


ſtanding the repeated Inſinuations of his Father, 
what an advantageous” Acquiſi tion ſuch a For- 


tune would be to the Eſtate, he always con- 


ſic dered it as an Incumbrance, ſo long as the 
Union with Charlatte could be the only Means 
to ſecure it, | 
The Lawyers had indeed exerted themſelves 
in the Courſe of this Law-ſuit, with as much 
Aſſiduity as could be expected from Men, who 
did not imagine their Clients would prove 
ſimple enough to throw away more Money af- 
ter an Eſtate, than the Purchaſe of it would 
amount to. But Mr. Villars ſpared no Trouble 
or Expence that could ſecure the Poſſeſſion of 
his Brother's Eſtate, and was ſo ſucceſsful in 
his Endeavours, that the Term immediately 
after Mr. Riſdic“'s Departure into the Country, 
he ſaw himſelf adjudged the legal Inheritor, 
and that in a Court from whence he knew 
there was no Appeal but to Parliament. 
When Mr. Ruftich received a Confirmation 
of this Event, he, for the firſt Time, began to 
diſplay that Ferocity of Temper, which his Ex 
pectations of Succels had hitherto curbed. As 
= as he had read the Letters, he gave them 
to his Wife for her Peruſal, which he hardly 
ſuffered, &er he told her, "that from her Re- 
preſentation of the Afar, ne had been induced 


to 


to 
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to hope for Succeſs, but the Conſequence had 
; 5 —. how groſty ſhe had deceived him. You 


are conſcious, Mrs. Ruftich, ſays he, that T 
could propoſe to myſelf no Jucrative Views. 


When firſt I married you, your Situation was 
> ſuch as excited my Compaſſion, in Conſequence 
of which I carried on this Suit. I was always 


ſenfble that if Succeſs attended my Endeavours, 
that your Daughter, not I, was to be the In- 
heritor ; but from the Circumſtances attend- 
ing the Judgment paſſed in Favour of your 
Brother, am convinced you have impoſed upon 
me in a molt ungenerous Manner; nor can you 
with any Reaſon expect, that after ſuch 'Treat- 
ment I ſhould advance any Money towards 
the Diſcharge of that Debt your litigious Tem- 
per has occaſioned, I think Charlotte, upon 
whoſe Account this Suit was commenced, 
ſhould appropriate her Fortune that now lies 
in the Hands of Mr. Traffrick to that Purpoſe. 
This would be an Act of Generoſity that 
might make me ſome Amends for your Impo- 
fition ; and in what can ſhe diſpoſe of her Mo- 
ney better, than in aſſerting what you have 
ſaid is her Right. Let your's or her Deter- 
mination be what it will in that Reſpect, mine 

is already fixed. 
Sir, ſays Charlotte, you muſt excuſe me if 
my Heat tranſports me beyond the Bounds of 
G that 
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that Duty I owe you; I cannot bear ſo grok 
an Aſſertion, as that my Mother or I ever in. 
poſed on or deceived you; you were perfectly 
well acquainted with every' Circumſtance 
our Affairs; and at the Time you married her, 
was made ſenſible how great a Villain we had 
to contend with: But it is now too apparent, 
that the ill Succeſs attending the Proceſs may 
have diſappointed ſome intereſted Views, and 
occaſioned the unjuſt Refletions you caſt on 
us. What Views could I have? replies Mr, 
Ruftick ; explain yourſelf: Of what Service 
would your Succeſs have been to me? ſhould] 
have reaped any Benefit by it. But, Madam, 
you are too free in your Sentiments, in a 
Houſe where you have no Privilege to be , 
You muſt either learn to bridle your Liberty 
of Expreſſion, or I ſhall let you know whoſe 
this is. Sir, ſays Charlotte, I am always at Liberty 
to go where I will, it is not in your Power to 
confine me; and I muſt repeat what I ſaid be- 


fore, that only intereſted Views could occaſion 


this Reſentment, and if they did not _ to 
you, they did to your Son. 

This immediately raiſed Mr, Ruſtick's Pal- 
ſion, as he was conſcious there was nothing 
but Truth in her Aſſertions, and could not avoid 
a, Suſpicion of his Son, or Hlighi's Inability to 
keep ſo material a Kerret. Mrs. Raſtich, ſays 

he, 
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he, can you bear this Inſolence before you, 
and not reſent it? but I ſuppoſe you have gi- 


ven her Inſtructions, and I find ſhe is apt; 

| however, let my Views, as ſhe calls them, 
be what they will, I ſhall never ſuffer a Perſon 
in my Houſe to interpret my Actions, or af- 
| ſume a Superiority where they have no Pre- 
* tenſions. So, Miſs Charlotte, you are at Liber- 
| ty to change your Habitation as ſoon as poſ- 
| fible. And chuſe my Guardian too, replies 

Cborlitte. | 


As ſoon as he had none ſpeaking, Mr. Ruſtict 


went out of the Room, and in all Probabi_ 
* lity did not hear this laſt Expreſſion ; or if he 
did, he took no Notice of it, but retired di- 
rectly in Search of his Son. 


Dear Charlotte, ſays Mrs. Ruſtick, ki can 
you aggravate a Man ſo, whoſe Malice and 
Deſigns you may have Reaſon to fear? You 
know his Temper, and if it is in your Power 
to fly: from it, you ſhould have ſome Conſide- 
ration for me, who am tied, and likely to be 
the Sufferer for your Freedom of Speech. In- 
deed, Madam, ſays Charlotte, I ſhould be very 
much concerned if I imagined I had ſaid any 
Thing to diſpleaſe you; but I cannot bear to 
hear you inſulted, and baſely ſcandalized. 1 


ſee through all his Artifice, but will never be 


a Dupe to; it ; and J entertain Hopes that his 
G 2 Fear 
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Fear of the Public Cenſure will always proted 
you from any ill Uſage ; though, my dear Ma. 
dam, you muſt excuſe me, when I tell you, 
that I think a Man capable of acting as he has 
done, pays but little Regard to the Ties of 
Honour, or the Reflections of the World; for 
my Part, 1 know not how ſoon he may exert 
his Authority over me, and endeavour. to force 
me to a Compliance with his Views, but ! 
will not only reſiſt every ſeeming Act of Com- 
pulſion, but guard myſelf even againſt the Ap. 
prehenſions. I think, in this Emergency, the 
moſt prudent Step I can take, is to wait on 
Dr. Text, who has always profeſſed fo great an 
Eſteem for us, and aſk his Advice. Indeed, 
my Dear, ſays Mrs. Ruſtich, I approve the 
Thought; that good Man is both capable and 
willing to direct our Irreſolution; he alone is 
the molt proper Perſon we can apply to, and 
J know his benevolent humane Diſpoſition will 
prompt him to give you the moſt ſalutary 
Counſel. While Mr. Ruſtich is abſent, I would 
have you go there, and if he ſhould make any 
Enquiry the Pretence of a Viſit ad Miſs Tix 
will take off all Suſpicion. 

Charlotte was too warm with Refoutlecs 
not to immediately comply with her Mother's 
Advice; and, as it was but a little Diſtance to 
Dr. Text 55 ſhe ſet out direlp. oi, CAL 
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In the mean Time Mr. Ru/tick had met 
with his Son, who' had juſt parted with Flight, 
and judging from the Cloud that hung upon 
his Brow, that it threatened to burſt into a 
Storm, would fain have ſhunned the impend- 
ing Danger; but he was too near now, and 
lar himſelf under the cruel Neceſſity of feel- 
ing its Influence; however, he made a Virtue 
of this Neceſſity, and boldly met him. Here, 
| Roger, ſays Mr. Ruflick, has been fine Doings, 
find, with my Wife, and that young impu- 
| dent Jade her Daughter, to trick and deceive 
me, when I acted an honeſt Part, and pre- 


ſerved them both from Poverty and a Jayl x 
for this damned Law-ſuit would have brought 


them to that, if I had not taken Compaſſion on 
| them, and all upon your Account, becauſe I 


hoped to make you richer than any of your 
Family ever were; while you, lik a good for 


nothing Dog, go ſauntering up and down ; and 
if I had ſucceeded, would have been never the 


nearer, Where have you been ſneaking to r 
What have you been doing, that you are ne- 


ver employed as you ſhould be? Tell me, 
hae you ever ſpoke to Charlotte yet, by Way 
of Courtſhip? What has ſhe ſaid to you? 


Why Father, ſays Roger, to be fure ſne has 


never ſaid any Thing to me about it, becauſs 
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I have never had an Opportunity of ſpeaking 
to her ; and when I did once mention fome. 
thing to her, ſhe only laughed at me. Ave, 
ſays Mr. Ruſt, cl, The may well laugh at you, 
you Booby, and every one elſe, when you ad 
as you do; but I am rcfolved on what I am 
going to tell you: I ſhall propoſe appealing to 
Parliament ſor this Eſtate, which J have been 
ſuing for, upon Condition that ſhe marries you 
immediately, ; and if I find her in the leaf 
refractory, ſhe ſhall turn out of Doors; and 
as for you, whoſe Folly has prevented you 
from the leaſt Endeavours to make any Im- 
pPreſſion on her, I will make you carry the 
Marks of your Diſobedience ſo long as you 
live. Remember what I ſay to you; and if 
I do not find that this very Day you prove 
your Obedience to a Father, in paying your 
Addreſſes to her, I will break every Limb of 
you. Roger was too well acquainted with his 
Father's Severity, not to promiſe every Thing IE 
that could avert further Experience of it, tho' 
at the ſame Time, the addreſſing Charlotte in 
a Lover's Strain, was a Taſk (next to a 
diſciplinary Engagement with his Father) that 
he thought the moſt diſagreeable. Having 
quitted him, he returned homewards, rumi- 
nating on the Alternative. that. Jay before him, 
and with almoſt equal: Apprehenſions dreading 
EF either. 


(127) 


either. The Aſſurances he received from 
licht of freeing him from the Importunities 
of Melly, gave him but a momentary Satisfac- 


ton, He thought himſelf now enveloped with 


F Mizfoftunes : The Fear that Molly ſhould 
| make her Situation public, and by that Means 
© it might arrive to his Father's Knowledge, or 
| that Charlotte ſhould by ſome Method or other 
get Intelligence of it, and communicate it to 
ber Mother (which he knew would afford a 


very plauſible Pretence not to conſent to her 
Daughter's Marriage with him) and exaſpe- 


| rate his Father by ſuch a Piece of Intelligence. 


All this worked ſo ſtrongly on his Imagina- 


tion, that had they happened in Reality, it is 


doubtful whether he could have laboured under 


2 greater Anxiety. 


Mrs. Ruſtic had not entirely forgotten the 


| Intimations Flight gave of his Engagements 


elſewhere ; and what greatly confirmed her 


Suſpicions of the Truth of this Aſſertion, was 


the conſtant Abſence of Roger every Morning, 


which ſhe was "conſcious could not proceed 


from any common Cauſe. She was ſomtimes 
determined to enquire his Reaſon, and hint 
her Thoughts of his Conduct; but this, ſhe 
feared, would make him ſuſpeQ the Fidelity of 
his F rien Flight, "ol might prevent her ever 
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receiving any further Intelligence from that 
Quarter. At other Times ſhe imagined the 
beſt Method would be to acquaint Mr. RIA, 
1u# with her Apprehenſions, that it muſt be 
ſomething very particular engaged his Son's Ab- 
fence ſo punctually every Morning; and that 
it would be adviſeable to find out the Cauſe, 
This laſt Reſolution ſeemed to her the moſt 
prudent, and ſhe approved of it the more, as 
her bare Aſſertion would not be a ſufficient 
Conviction to ber Huſband of his Son's Irre- 
gularity ; for ſhe had not been married fo very 
long, but ſhe had Reaſon to be convinced, 
that upon almoſt every Occaſion there was 
Jittle or no Regard paid to her Opinion, but 
that ſhe was conſidered by Mr. Ru/tick in no 
better Light than that of a _ neceſſary do- 
meſtic Animal. 

This to a Woman of her good Senſe, and 
who had been ſo happy in a former Huſband, 
muſe be a great Mortification ; yet, as ſhe 
was now obliged to bear ſuch a Misfortune, 
ſhe did it with all that Patience and Under- . 
ſtanding, ſuch as ſhe 1 was endowed with. could 
ſuggeſt. 

Mr. Ruſtick, on his Return home to Din- 
ner, mifling Charlotte at the Table, enquired 
where ſhe was gone to, and was | told | by Mrs. 

| Ruit 
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Ruſlick that ſhe was gone to ſee Miſs Text. 1 
ſuppoſe, ſays he, to canvaſs what I have been 
ſaying this Morning; but Iam very indifferent 
as to any Thing of that Nature; I do not fee* 


any Reaſon, that I ſhould ſupport; or carry on 6 
a Law-ſuit from which I can propoſe no Be- 


nefit to myſelf or my Son; but, on the contrary, 
the Expence that conſequently attends it, muſt 
conſiderably leſſen what I ſhould leave to him, 


and is an Act of Injuſtice J will not be gullty 


of. Mr. Ruftich, ſays ſhe, you are conſcious 


you promiſed to carry on this Proſecution, 

without my ſoliciting you to it; cvery thing 
you have as yet done, has proceeded from-your- 
elf, why then ſhould you reſent the Conſe- 


quence of your own Actions, and blame us 
for an involuntary ill Succeſs? I do not blame 
you, ſays he, but I think it both juſt and rea- 
ſonable that Charlotte ſhould ſhare the Expence, 
as the Benefit would have been entirely her's- 


had we ſucceeded ; however, I am unwilling 
to breed any Animoſities amorgſt us, and for 


that Reaſon have been, conſidering what will 


moſt likely ſettle and confirm an uninterrupt- 
ed Harmony between us. I have already con- 


vinced you how unreaſonable it would be to 


expect that I ſhould continue the Proſecution 
of this Suit folly at my own Expence, which 


will de very conſiderable, if I appeal to the-: | 
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Parliament, beſides the Diſcharge of this 1aft 
Bill and the Coſts. If Charlotte will conſent to 
marry my Son, I will then, for their mutual 
Advantage, anſwer the Charges that will cer- 
tainly ariſe from the Appeal; nor do I ima. 
gine, upon Reflection, that you will have any 
material Objection to this, as he will in Time 
be poſſeſſed of an handſome clear Eftate, free 
from any Incumbrance ; beſides, conſider, there 
will be always a certain Eſtabliſhment for her; 
whereas, were I to procced as I have propo- 
ſed, and not meet with Succeſs, ſhe will x 
the beſt have but a ſmall Fortune, ſuch as can- 
not entitle her to an Eſtate equal to his. This, 
in my Opinion, is ſo juſt a Propoſal, that no- 
thing but a blind Obſtinacy can prompt a Re- 
fuſal. Mr. Ruftici, ſays the, I have never had 
the Icaſt Reaſon to doubt of your Affection for 
Charlotte, nor your Endeavours to do her 

Juſtice; but I mult own, I cannot pretend wo 

give an abſolute Anſwer to your Propoſal, tho 

it carries the Appearance of Genctoſity with 

it ; I have always condemned that pernicious 

Maxim of laying a Conftraint upon our Chil- 

dren, or forcing their Inclinations in fo ma- 

terial a Point as that of Matrimony, So you 
would always, ſays he, permit them to make 
their ſree Choice, though you were conſcioii 
they were committing air irreparable Act of 
Impru- 
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Imprudence No, ſays Mr. Ryftick, I would 


not carry my Indulgence ſo far, as it would be 
making me acceſſary to their Ruin ; but where 
| aw my Child entertain an invincible Abhor- 


rence to any Man, I would not force her to 


accept him. I have made it a common Ob- 
ſervation that fuch Marriages are uſually the 
Fore-runners of fome melancholy Cataſtrophe. 


What ſignifies Inclination, ſays Mr. Ruſtict, 


when it is our Defire it ſhould be fo? Are 


not we the beſt Judges for our Children? 
Have not we Experience to know what is moſt 


for their Intereſt ? And ſhall they preſume to 
' reject our Advice? I know young People are 
too apt to be ſwayed by a partial Inclination, 


their Senſes have too much Power over their 


Reaſon, and very often repreſent Things very 


different from what they are in Reality, and - 
where there is a Proſpect to their Advantage, 
thoſe who have the Diſpoſal of them ſhould 
| compel them to Obedience, and Time would - 
cauſe a Forgetfulneſs of ſuch depraved No- 
tions. Indeed Mr, Ruftich, ſays ſhe, I cannot 
approve your Method; I would never oblige. 
my Daughter to marry any Perſon, without I 

thought there was likely to ſubſiſt a Sympathy 

of Humours, and Conformity of Principles, 
which alone can promiſe a laſling Happineſs. 
am! Such 
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Such is my Opinion, and I hape, nay, I ary 
convinced, Charlotte has ſo much good Senſe, 
that ſhe never will give her Hand to any Man 
without a perfect Knowledge of his Temper; 
and I would much rather ſee her married to 
a Man of Worth, and bleffed with a moderate 
Competency, than to a rich obſtinate Fool, 
with whom ſhe muſt undoubtedly live unhap- 
Py. By all this Preamble, ſays he, it ſeems 
then, that you think Charlotte will never con- 
ſent to my Propoſal, elſe why ſuch a Streſs 
laid upon Inclinations ? What are your Ob- 
jections? Mr. Ruftich, ſays ſhe, all I would 
infer from what I have ſaid is, that I ſhall 
not urge my Daughter to any Compliance, 
which I may doubt to be voluntary. I have 
no Objections, if ſhe has not; but be aſſured, 
I ſhall leave the Acceptance or Refuſal to her 
own Choice. Well, ſays Mr. Ru/tick, let her 
know the Conſequences of the one, as of the 
other; if ſhe conſents, J carry on the Appeal, 
if not, ſhe no longer finds me a Father, I 
leave every Thing to your Direction, and ſhall 
expect to ſind her willing * to maintain a 
Place in my Affection. 10d 
Mr. Rw/lich, on ſaying this, nwedialely 
went out, and Roger, who had' been preſent 
during the whole Diſcourſe, -: imagining - his 
| Company would not be very agreenble to Mrs. 
" Ruſiich, 


Q 
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Ruftick, prpcipitately followed. him. We will 
leave her to indulge Reflections naturally ariſing 


from ſuch a Converſation, and follow Charlotte 
to the worthy Dr. Text's. | 
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Charlotte pays a Viſit to Dr. Text, and 

receives. his Advice. He informs her of 
the ' Circumſtances of his Daughter's 
Death. 


UR Heroine, in her Viſit to the good 
Doctor, was fo fortunate as to find him 
diſengaged from every other Vocation, and 
alone, his Siſter having ſet out the Day be- 
fore on a ſmall Journcy. He no ſooner ſaw 
her, than perceiving a Cloud upon that Brow 
which he had hitherto only obſerved ſerene, 
and mildly gay, he addreſſed her in the Lan- 
guage of a Parent, and ſeizing her Hand with 
a Motion which diſplayed his Impatience of 


affording Relief; My dear Child, faid he, 


there is ſomething of Importance Jurks be- 


neath that ſolemn:Look, and J am apprehen- 
tve that this; V iſ, is, not the Effects only of 
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my Charlotte's Complaiſance. She could ſcarce 
reſtrain her Tears at his Addreſs, and the 
Doctor, who obferved her Emotions, gave Or- 
ders to his Servants to be denied, unleſs called 
upon for any neceſſary Buſineſs of his Func- 
tion, and immediately led her to his Study, 
ſeating her by his Side, intreated her in the 
mildeſt Herms to impart her Grievances to him. 

You will pardon, Sir, ſaid ſhe, the Free- 
dom with which I come to implore your Coun- 
ſel and Aſſiſtance. We are now driven al- 
moſt to the laſt Extremity, and it is from your 
Friendſhip only, that my poor unhappy Mo- 
ther, or myſelf, can form any Proſpect of cn- 
joying for the future the leaſt Portion of 
Peace or Tranquillity. 

The Lawyers have wrote Word, that my 
wicked Uncle has obtained a Decree in his 
Favour, and that. the Coſts of Suit, amounting 
to a large Sum, muſt immediately be defrayed 
by Mr. Rs/?ick, who, on receiving this News, 
flew into--the moſt unreaſonable Paſſion, up- 
braiding my Mamma with having baſcly de- 
ceived him, and leading him into the Profe- 


cution of an unjuſt expenſive Law-ſuit againſt 


an innocent Man, intimating thereby that we 
were but Impoſtors, and my Uncle the right- 
ful Inheritor of his Brother's Eſtate. He pro- 
bee ſo far as to tel me, that my Fortune 
| ſhould 
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ſhould diſcharge this Expence, and on my Re- 
monſtration againſt the Unreaſonableneſs of it, 
threatened to turn me out of Doors, if I did 
not immediately conſent to his Determinations, 


He told me I was welcome to change my. 


Habitation; and 1 could not help retorting a 
ſevere Reflection, which, on my Mamma's Ac- 
count, I could wiſh recalled ; but as he quit- 
ted the Room in a violent Agitation when I 


anſwered him, he perhaps did not obſerve it; 


his Abſence afforded us ſome Time to reflect 
on what Meaſures were moſt proper to pur- 
ſue; and the mutual Reſult was, to intreat your 
Advice and Directions in ſo critical an Affair. 
Above the Duties of my Character and 
Function, which oblige my Attendance at all 
Times to ſuccour the diſtreſſed, I have a more 
earneſt Deſire of rendering Service to you; be 
aſſured, my dear Child, replied Dr. Text, every 
Power in which I can ſerve you ſhall be ex- 
erted. I am concerned to ſay, that Mr. Ru 
tick's is a Man of whoſe Underſtanding I have 
but a weak Opinion, and of his Morals a 
worſe ſtill; I know him to be a ſordid ava- 
ritious poſitive Man, and I dare affirm in the 
Purſuit of any favourite Point, no one more 


cruelly malicious againſt thoſe who maintain an 


Oppoſition : Yet doubt not, my dear Innocent, 
doubt not but Proyidence will be watchful for 
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hy Good; and, though now it ſeems to frowm and 


lour upon thee, will, in his due Time relieve and 
reward thee : In the mean time, we are not wich 
Patience to ſubmit to all that Power and vile Op- 
preſſion diſturbs our Peace; bat, by the moſt pru- 
dent reaſonable Methods, oppoſe the Deſigns of 
tyrannical Impoſitions, and endeavour to miti- 
gate the Anguiſh of Misfortune. In regard to 
your Fortune, I would adviſe you to conſult Mr. 
Trieb; for which Purpoſe, I will, if you pleaſe, 
write to him; and, till his Anſwer can be ob- 
tained, you muſt uſe a little honeſt Diſſimula- 
tion, and make Mr. Ru/tick believe, you will 
not be abſolutely refractory to his Views, 
Charlotte then related to him their Suſpicions. 
of his deſigning to mention a Propoſal of Mar- 
riage, between her and young Ry/tich.—— The 
Relation occaſioned fo profound a Reverie, that 
the Doctor continued ſpeechleſs for ſome Mi- 
nutes after Charlotte had done ſpeaking, At 
length, this, my dear Child, ſaid he, is the moſt 
tender and difficult Point in which you could 


poſſibly, defire my Advice. In regard to your 


Proſpects in Life, this Match is not utterly de- 
ſpicable ; yet could I never adviſe a young Lady 


of your Senſe and Delicacy, to engage with 


ſuch a Man as young Ruſtiot However, con- 


ſider, there ſhould be ſome Conceſſion made to 
the HP cace of a tender and afflicted Parent. 1 


am 
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am ready, Sir, : replied Charlotte, to make any. 
Conceſſions in Favour of my Mamma but ſure, 
Sir, you would not adviſe me, to render my 
own Life miſerable, as it muſt be, at ſuch an 
unnatural Union; nor would my dear Mamma 
require ſo fatal an Obedience. You conſider 
this Matter, ſaid the Doctor, too ſuperficially ; 
the Conceſſions I mean, extend not ſo far as an 
abſolute Obedience to the Will of an unreaſon- 
able Man : No, I would only infer, that, 'in 
this Cafe, you ſhould conſider within yourſelf, 
whether it would not be poſſible to overcome 
thoſe Antipathies you think confirmed, and 
ſoften to Humanity and Reaſon, the aukward 
Brutiſhneſs of young Ruſtic But this, I only 
mention, in caſe your Mamma ſhould feem in- 
clinable to ſecond the Deſires of her Huſbands = 
which, you are ſenſible, are now become her 
Duty to obey, ſo far as they are founded on Ju- 
{tice and Honour: I do not mean, that you 
ſhould pay a prompt Obedience in this to Mr. 
Ruftick, but, if requiſite, for your Mother's 
Peace, give Hopes; and even, if ſhe requires its 
endeavour to oblige her. I am ſenſible, I need 
not tell you your Duty; I have convincing 
Proofs. of your Knowlege in the minuteſt Points. 
Sir, replied Charlotte, to aſſure you, that I ami 
deſirous of maintaining that Place, I ſeem to 
have obtained in your -good Opinion, I'promile * 


you», 
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you, that I am ready to comply with any Requeſt 
of my Mamma's, even that (ſhould it be her's) 
of marrying Mr. Ru/tich, 

The Reader will eaſily ſuggeſt from what 
Quarter Charlotte allumed the Courage, to make 
this Promiſe; but the Doctor, who was not at 
that time acquainted with ſo much, as we have 
thought fit to let him know, could not avoid 
expreſſing himſelf with great Rapture, on this 
her generous diſintereſted Promiſe. But his 
Paſſion (for Joy comes under that Denomina- 
tion) had no ſooner ſubſided, than he aſſumed 
again his more natural Gravity; and addreſſed 
her in the following Words: 

Marriage, my dear Charlotte, is a Matter of 
more Moment, than is generally eonceived ; 
the frequency df the Oecurrence renders it fa- 
miliarz and to many, indifferent, who embrace 
that State more by Force of Example, or to ſa- 
tisſy ſome private intereſted Views, than as a 
divine Ordinance, the Inſtitution of an Allwiſe 
Creator, for the mutual Happineſs and Benefit 
of his Creatures, The firſt Confideration of 
each Party, previous to. ſo neat a Connection, 
ſhould be a Parity of Manners, Circumſtances, 
and Underſtanding ; the Age, if poſſible, ſhould 
be no leſs regarded. It is almoſt impoſſible for 
two People to be happy; at leaſt what I call 
happy, in this State, whole Manner of judging 
and 
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and comprehending Things are not univerſally 
and equally the ſame. An Inſtance or two, 
among many, may be produced indeed, of Per- 
ſons who have been educated in, and ſtill con- 
tinue of, different Perſuaſions, who have been, 
to all Appearance extremely happy; yet, as it 
is natural for all People to be prejudiced, in Fa- 
vour of their own Opinion, there muſt be even 
in thoſe accounted happy, an Anxiety for the 
future Welſare of each other's immortal Part, 
and for that of their Children, which, in my 
Opinion, muſt ſufficiently embitter their Mo- 
ments of Reflection to make all, in ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, notwithſtanding the outward Ap- 
pearance and the Opinion of the World, rank 
themſelves among the Children of Sorrow and 
Adverſity. 

Though I am very far from approving the tos 
general Maxim of moſt Parents, in making pe- 
cuniary Conſiderations the principal Baſs E 2 
Treaty of Marriage: 1 am ſenſible, how ne- 
ceflary, and of what Conſequence it is, to pay 
lome Regard to the Circumſtances of at leaſt 
one Party ; and, indeed, it too commonly hap- 
pens where the Fortune of the one is ſuperior to 
the other; that there is a kind of Authority 
uſurped in eyery Occurrence of Life; if a Pa- 


rity of Circumſtances were previouſly conſider- 
ed, this might be avoided : Nor is it of leſs Mo- 


ment, 
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ment, that the Underſtanding ſhould' be on each. 
Side nearly equal; for when a Woman of Senſe 
js married to a, weak. Man, it is not to be ima- 
gined, that ſhe can cheartully ſubmit to many 
Inconveniences, to which even. her good Senſe 
will ſometimes ſubject her; and, L am ſorry to ſay, 
that the Men in general arc too partial to their 
own Judgments, to be adviſed even by a Wo- 
man of Underſtanding. 

What the World calls Love, is a Paſſion too 
fordid-to be honoured with that Title. Many 
are the Victims that have fallen to a miſtaken 
Opinion, attributing the: Heat and Impetuoſity 
of Youth to that moſt amiable, moſt endearing 
of all ſocial Virtues, Hence it is, we ſec fo 
many, of. what we call Love-matches, prove 
unhappy ; for though, after the Gratification of 
that Paſſion which at firſt impelled them, there 
remain a Tenderneſs which ſtil] unites their yet 
untried Affections, let ſharp Adverſity once 


frown upon them, and it is great Chance but 


mutual Upbraidings ſucceed mutual Endear- 
ments, and Peace and Satisfaction arc expelled 
by Anger and Uneaſineſs, making wide Waſte, 
til] Hate and Ruin ſwallow all.. What then is 
Love to theſe? an- anxious reſtleſs Apprehen- 
fion, a ſevere unwelcome Monitor of what might 
once have been avoided ; and though they ſhould 


not ; wiſh to be ſeparated, | from cach other, 1 


( 147 ) 


the Miſery of ſuch a Situation can, by no means, 


be recompenced by the Moments of Dalliance, 
or buried in the Down of indolent Affection. 
It is thererefore, continued the good Doctor, 
of the utmoſt Conſequence, not to be raſh in fo 
great an, Undertaking, but to let our Reaſon and 
Prudence direct us, not only in our Choice, 
but in our Conduct ; for ſuch is the tying of two 
in Wedlock, as is the tuning of two Lutes to 
one.Pitch ; for, ſtriking the Strings of the one, 
Straws will vibrate on the Strings of the other: 
And in two Minds joined in Love one cannot 
be pleaſed, but the other rejoiceth. 

The Doctor would, in all Probability, have 
conſiderably lengthened this Diſcourſe, had not 
the Servant, by giving them a Summons to 
Ninner, broken the Chain of his Reflections. 
Charlotte expreſſed great Satisfaction; and thank- 
ed him in ſuch Terms as increaſed his Admi- 
ration of her; adding, that, if it ever ſhould be 


ber Lot to marry, ſhe would defire no greater 


Happineſs, than-to have ſo worthy a Man to di- 
ret her Choice -and Conduct : But, ſaid ſhe, 
vir, I can entertain no Proſpect of the leaſt Hap- 


| pineſs, with ſuch a Huſband as young Ru/tick 
| would certainly make. 1 am, replicd the Doctor, 
in that reſpect, of your Opinion; and when 
1 faid;" it was neceſſary, that you ſhould make 
: * 16 Conceſſiohs, I had only a View to your 


Submiſſion, 


( 142)) 

Submiſhon, in ſome Meaſure, to the Will a 
your Mamma, if ſhe ſhould be of Mr. Ruftict' 
Opinion; and (till Time ſhould convince her 
of the Impropriety of fuch an Union) to amuſ: 
them; nor can I conſider this as a ſinful Digi. 
mulation, conſidering the Hazard on your Side, 
It is, continued he, with great Pleaſure, tha 
you have given me an Opportunity to recom- 
mend to your Peruſal, my two favourite Ay. 
thors Addiſon and Steele, who have ſo copiouſy 
expatiated on that Subject, as to leave very lit- 
tle for Poſterity to add to their judicious Ob- 
ſervations. 

After Dinner, Charlotte would have taken he: 
Leave, but Doctor Text begged ſhe would ben 
him Company to the Study again; adding, that 
he had a ſmall Preſent for her. She follows 
him, and waited while he withdrew to another 
Apartment: In a few Minutes he returned, and 
with a Voice more of Sorrow than Complacer- 


cy, Charlotte, ſaid he, I have heard you fre- 


quently ſay, that you have, with great Plea. 
fure, dwelled upon the Works of thoſe two in- 
imitable Writers I juſt now mentioned; I wil 
therefore preſent you with this complete Set d 
their Labours, which were once the Amwſemeit 
of a darling Daughter, whoſe. V irtues and Excel. 


lencies are ſo copied by you, that Lalmoft per- | 
ſuade myfelf in your Preſence, that: I ſtill an 
my : bleſſel IF - 
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bleſſed with my dear Bevilliu. Here, continued 
he, is an Index, compiled with her own Hands, 


referring to the moſt material and intereſting 
| Subjedts contained in them. The good Man, 
| with ſome Difficulty, preſented them to Char- 


latte; and, as he gave them, the ſwelling Tear 
guſhed from his Eye, and frequent interrupted 


| Sighs explained the anxious Throbbings of his 


Heart. For ſome Moments he remained 


| ſpeechleſs, while Charlotte ſhed a ſympathizing 
Tear, 


In Spite of all my Fortitude, ſaid the Doctor 


| alittle recovered, I cannot enter into the leaſt 
| Particular that regards my Daughter, without 


betraying a Weakneſs many may condemn. 
Were I to tell you what ſhe was, I doubt not 
but you would acknowlege my utmoſt Grief, 


too poor a Tribute to her Memory. I will only 


relate to you ſome Circumſtances of her Death; 


| which, as we have entered on the Subject, may 


perhaps relieve the Anguiſh of my Breaſt. 
It is now ten Years ſince I loſt the beſt of 


Wives. My Bevillia, the only remaining Child 
of five, had then reached her eighteenth Vear; 
and, having always been extremely fond of her 
dear Mamma, could not eaſily ſupport her Loſs; 
and, notwithſtanding the Endeavours of her 
Friends exerted to diſpel her Melancholy on 
that Occaſion, the utmoſt we could gain, was 


an 


( 144 ) 


an outward Appearance of Gaiety, a ſeeming 


Aflurance of a patient Reſignation; but her in- 


ward Affliction, which ſhe could by no means 
conquer, ſtill preyed upon her Vitals, and re. 
duced her at length to a fatal Conſumption, 
My Circumſtances at that time were not in the 
flouriſhing Condition they are now. + I am not 
aſhamed to own, that I was horn to no For. 
tune, the Son of a poor Peaſant, educated on 
Charity: It was by the Favour of a Nobleman 
of great Worth, that I obtained thoſe Dignities 
I now poſſeſs; to whom, until my Misfortune 
rendered me an Object of Notice, I was intircly 
unknown. But to return; my Daughter's Ill 
deſs grew upon her; and, after having the beſt 
Advice the Part of the Country we then lived 
in could afford, I ſent her to Londen; the Phyſi- 
cians there ſent her to Bath, where we had the 
moſt flattering Proſpect of her Recovery. lt 
was here ſhe became intimate with the poor un- 
happy Trueman, who has, for her Sake, aban- 
doned his Religion, Friends, and Country, to 
lead a Life of Miſery and Anguith with Bigotz 
and Apoſtates. He was the Son of the Clergy- 
man to whom I was then Curate. He had fre- 
quently (as he has ſince owned) paid me many 
Viſits for the Sake of my dear Child's agreeable 
Converſation ; but, meeting at this Place, they 
contracted an Intimacy,. the Conſequence of 
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which was the moſt tender mutual Paſſion, 
Che returned, after an Abſence of four Months, 
ſeemingly recovered, Mr. Trueman accompa- 
nied her; and, his Father ſoon after dying, I 
was by his Intereſt preſented with the Living 
in Commendam, I could not, without a ſecret 


| Pleaſure, behold the innocent Intercourſe be- 


tween him and my Hevillia, who had in this 
Match a moſt favourable Proſpect, as he was 
poſſeſſed of a very handſome Fortune by Right of 
his Mother, who was alſo dead. But think, 
my dear Charlotte ! think, what a fatal Inter- 
ruption to that Pleaſure was a Fever ſhe was 
ſeized with, after enjoying a perfect State of 
Health for at leaſt eight Months! This, as it 
was very ſevere, reduced her again to that Diſ- 
order, which had like before to have been her 
Period. 


The unhappy Trucman was almoſt diſtracted; 


| the Preparations, which had been made for their 
Marriage, were ſuſpended; and all his Hopes 


blaſted by her threatened Danger. He went 
himſelf to the Metropolis, and brought one of 
the moſt eminent Phyſicians, who gave us but 


mall Hopes of her Recovery; but ſaid, that 
her Death, though diſtant, was, he feared, too 


certain. He ordered her to viſit Bath a 


and, if that had not the deſired Effect, adviſed 
me to let her go the Houth of France, in Hopes 


H that 
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that the Air and Aliment of that Place mig 
in Time reſtore her. Four Months were * 
at Bath without the leaſt ſenſible Alteration; 
nor could the heclic F ever which copſtenyy 
attended fer be mitig 2 ated. | | 
Mr. V neman A as well as ; myſelf, ** 
tremely uneußy, and made frequent Offers of 
Marriage, in order that the Expence of this 
fatal Illneſs might fall upon him who was best 
able to ſupport it; but neither I nor Bevilli, 
would by any Means conſent to this Requet}, 
Finding her grow conſiderably worſe, I deter- 
mined, according to the Doctor's Advice, to 
carry her to a ſmall Village in the Neighbour- 
hood of Aix in Provence, whither Mr. Trueman 
inſiſted on bearing us Company. Though the 
Fatigue of ſo long a Journey, and the Sick- 
neſs occaſioned by the Voyage was too much 
for her weak Spirits; yet we drew a happy 
Preſagc from the Amendment the ſerene mild 
Air of that Place had effected in her Conſti— 
tation in a few Weeks after our Arrival: But 
it no ſooner became familiar to her, than her 


Diſorder encreaſed again, and by Intervals ac- 


quired ſuch Force, that we were fatally con- 
vinced the Doctor's Opinion of her Caſe was 


but too judicious, 
She now grew fo. weak as to be ſenſible of 


her approaching Bee the | Thoughts of 
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which ſhe ſupported with a true Chriſtian Re- 
ſolution, patiently ſubmitting to that. Will 


| which cannot be controuled. Obſerving me 


one Morning more than ordinary grave and 
thoughtful, my dear Papa, ſaid ſhe, you. are 
too ſenſibly afflicted at the inevitable Fate, 
which J am (fo far as it relates to myſelf on- 
ly) ready to embrace with Chearfulneſs. For 
you I am concerned ; your Paternal Fondneſs 
will I know be greatly ſhocked at the Loſs of 
me, but let it not afflict you that you ſee me 
go before you; that you are thereby con- 
vinced I ſhall be far removed beyond Mif- 
fortune's Reach, beyond the Cares of a per- 
plexing World, conſcious of no Crime that 
can awake the Vengeance of a merciful Crea- 
tor, aſſured of his Favour, aſſured of Peace 
and Happineſs eternal. Nor am I lefs con- 
concerned on thy Account, my faithful worthy 
Trueman (addreſſing herſelf to him with a 
Tenderneſs of Aſpect the Copy of her Heart) 
you, I am convinced, will be equally aflifted 
with my dear Father, but I hope that Time will 
eraſe the Memory of one, with whom you 
can now form no Hopes of an Union, but may 
you be as happy in ore more worthy, as I 
could wiſh mylelf to make you. | 

The Tears at theſe Words ſtole from her Eyes, 


| andnotwithſtanding allker more than human For- 
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titude, ſhe with much Difficulty checked her 
Sorrow. Trueman, equally affected, ſilenthy 
withdrew to vent thoſe Griefs that were toy 
great for Utterance. Mine you may judge were 
not inferior to thoſe of a fond expecting Lo- 
ver. I left her to reſt, to which I found ſhe 
was inclined ; and while J every Moment ex- 
pected the fatal Period, endeavoured to ri 
myſelf with a Reſolution equal to the Shock [ 
ſhould ſuſtain. 

Her Diſorder ſtill encreaſed ; at length the 
Day aroſe that was to be her laſt: ſhe ſeemed 
(poor dear Creature) more than ordinary chear- 
ful, and addreſſed us with a Vivacity which 
elated our Hopes, only to be the more ſenſibly 
depreſſed by its cruel Conſequence. I have 
enjoyed, ſaid ſhe, the moſt confirmed Repule, 
the ſweeteſt and the calmeſt I have known 
for many Months, yet, my dear Friends, tufie: 
not your fond Hopes to flatter you too far, 


for though I am now chearful (the Eftcecs of 


a quiet Night's Sleep) I feel myſelf approach 
the Verge of Life, and ſenſible I a that Death 
muſt ſhortly part us; Death, to me, Ie 
frightful than the Anguith I perceive in both 
your Breaſts ; not that I boaſt a Fortitude 
ſublime; no, I have all my Sex's Weakneſs, 
all their Foiples, I W. iſh to hve for thy dew 


Lab 
Sake, 
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Sake, my fond indulgent Father I wiſh to 
live for thee, my generous faithful Trueman! 
For thee I with to live; but ah, in vain ! 
The Iron Tland of Death is on my Heart, the 
irrevocable Sentence is confirmed, and Life 
evaporates by flow Degrees, like the faint 
Steams from Waters barcly warm. Without a 
Tear, without a Sigh ſhe uttered this Addreſs, 
while Trueman's Eyes and mine o'erflowed, 
more ſurprized at her Patience and Reſignation 
(not common in a Mind ſo young) than a- 
larmed at her approaching Fate. At leaſt, 
ſaid ſhe, till I am dead, refrain your Tears. 
I did not think to murmur at my Fate, but 
thoſe wet Eyes diſturb my Peace ; I have la- 
boured under the Affliction of a tedious III- 
neſs, and the Approach of Death is to me, as 
to a weary Pi'grim, Reſt and Comfort. Let 
not the Apprehenſions of what AMiCtion my 


dear Friends may feel at my Departure, 
obſcure the Beam of Light that glances on 


me. Eſteem it happy that I am thus in my 


laſt Moments bleſſed with Reaſon capable of 
adminiſtring ſome Comfort to an afflicted Pa- 
rent; capable of recommending my Soul to the 
Mercy of him who made it; capable of re- 
ſigning with Patience and Compoſure my 
Breath to him that give it. She would 
have proceeded, but I could bear no more. I 
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immediately withdrew, nor could 1, till ſun. 
moned by her Requeſt, enter the Room again, 
I found Trueman fill with her in ſuch an Att. 
tude as cannot be deſcribed. When I approach. 
ed the Bed, ſhe held her Hand for mine, which 
ſhe kiſſed, and I perceived her Lips were coll 
and clammy ; it was with much Difficulty that 
then governed my impetuous Agonies, | 
have a Requeſt, my dear Papa, ſaid ſhe, in a 
falt'ring Accent, it is the laſt that I ſhall 
make, and but a trifling one. As it is no 
Matter when Liſe has forſaken us where the 
mortal Part is repoſited ; and as I am ſenſible 
that your carrying me to England, will but the 
more remind you of your Loſs, I beg you will 
kt me buried in this Place; and that you wil 
mitigate your own Grief, and comfort the 
afflicted generous Trueman.——Her Speech now 
failed her: She laid herſelf on her Pillow, in 

and fixing her Eyes moſt ftedfaſtly on us, ut- Bo. 


tered a ſhort pathetic Prayer and died. me 

To deſcribe at this Period the Emotions of ſelf 
the Doctor, or our Heroine, is equally difficuk ce! 
and dangerous. Charlotte could only weep the 
while he, in ſilent Admiration, ' contemplated pre 
in her Mind the Beauties of his Daughter's ; yet ine 


for all that tranſitory, Satisſaction, the Tear of de 
Anguiſh ſwelled upon his Eyes and, his Brow ſir 
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| was contracted into ſuch a Form; as the Rea- 


der only, who is himſelf a Father, can com- 


prehend. 


She was now dead, ſaid the Doctor, re ſum- 
ing the Thread of his Diſcourſe, and our ſole 
Attention was on the Manner of lier Interment, 


which was ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by the bigotted 


Wretches, (who deſerved not the Name of 


| Clergy) of that Place, who abſolutely refuſed to 


ſuffer her Corpſe to be laid in any conſecrated 
Ground of theirs. Tears and Jupplications, 
even the Interpoſition of Power was in vain ; 
an Heretick, they ſaid, ſhould not reſt with 
them, At laſt, Trueman, who had Jaid his 
Scheme of future Life to which I was entirely 
ignorant, informed me, that he had bribed one 
of the Prieſts to conduct us, by Night, to a 


| ſecure Place, where we might repoſe her Aſhes 


in a Manner agreeable to ourſelves. The 
Body was accordingly conducted to his Apart- 
ment by Night, and he, with Trueman and my- 
ſelf, prepared a Grave, and interred her as de- 
cently as the Privacy neceſſary in conducting 
the Affair, would permit. This being done, I 
propoſed to Mr. Trueman to return; but he, 
inconſolable for the Loſs of his intended Wife, 
declared his Reſolution of entering the Mona- 
firy- at the Back of which ſhe was buried, nor 
$ H 4. could 
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could any Argument or Intreaty, diſſuade him 
from his Determination ; and finding every 
Thing inſufficient to baille his Deſigns, I re- 
turned to England, after an Abſence of eighteen 
Months ; fince which Time I have experienced 
many Viciflitudes of Fortune, but am now, 
Thanks to an ever-ruling Providence, in ſuch 
a Station as leaves no Room to with for ouzlt 
but a Continuation of his Mercies. 

The Doctor now concluded his Diſcourſ, 
and Charlotte in a ſuitable Manner returned he: 
Acknowledments to him, for thus minutely 
relating the Circumſtances of his Daughter's 
Sickneſs and Death. 

The Converſation then turned on the Bu- 
fincſs of this Viſit, and it was determined that 
the Advice of Mr. Trafic ſhould be requeſted 
previous to any Reſolution, and that in caſe 
Matters were puſhed to any Extremity, that 
Charlotte ſhould take Refuge, at his Houſe. 

As it was now approaching to Darknefs, 
ſhe took her Leave and returned home, where 
ſhe communicated to Mrs Ra/tick the Conver- 
fation that had paſled at Dr. Text's, and his 
Generoſity in offering his Houſe as an Aſylum. 
They ſoon came to a Reſolution of paying an 
implicite Obedience to his Advice, and of 
writing directy to Mr. Trafick. 
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CHAP. XV. 


4s Attemp! on Charlotte, which is at- 
tended with fatal Conſequences to Flight. 


EACEFUL Reft had now uſurped a 

Power over the diſagreeable Reflections 
oecaſioned by the Occurrences of the preced- 
ing Day, and balmy Sleep locked up thoſe Fa- 
culties moſt powerful in Thought: Silence 
reigned throughout, when ſuddenly the Fami- 
„ were alarmed with repeated Cries of Mur- 
der — Help ! — Villain from Charlottes A- 
partment. Mr. Ruflick immediately aroſe, and 
taking his Piftols (which always hung in his 


Apartment) and a Light, he haſtened to her 
Chamber, the Door of which he burſt open, 


ind the firſt Object that preſented itſelf, was 
Ubarlotte extended on the Floor motionleſs, 


and bathed in Blood. Such a Spectacle could 
not fail of raiſing Compaſſion in his Breaſt, 


and he called with a Vehemence that ſoon 
brought the Neſt of the Family to his Aſſiſt- 
ance, who were not dilatory in applying Reme- 


dies to bring her to herſelf, and were ſo for- 
tunate as to ſucceed before Mrs. Ru/?ich enter- 
ed the Room, It is impoſſible to deſcribe the 
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Violence of Grief that agitated the unhappy 


Mother at this melancholy Event; nor was it Ind 
without the greateſt Difficulty the Servants could 1 
remove her from a Scene ſo affecting. = 
In the mean Time Mr. Ruftick had gone ou 5 
in Search of the Villain that had been guilty of Leg 
this Outrage, and hearing the Groans of W 
Man who, ſeemed to labour under an Extre. 5 
mity of Pain, followed the Sound, and under TT 
Charlotte's Window in the Garden, found him; "Pi 
but what could equal his Aſtoniſhment, when, f y 


in the proſtrate Wretch, he ſaw Lord Beauville 
Gamekeeper ! He would at that Inſtant hate 
exccuted his Vengeance on the miſerable Flight, 
who lay extended in too great Agony to be ſer 
ſible of aught, had not the Servants intreated 
that he might be reſerved for a Puniſhment 
adequate to his Crime. This Conſideration 
prevented Mr. Ru/tick from inflicting the imme- 
diate Death he at firſt intended ; and having or- 
dered him to be carried to an Apartment, diſ- 
patched a Meſſenger for a Surgeon who lived nit 
far ſrom thence, and repaired to Charlotte, whom 


he found a little recovered, though her Boſom yas 
ſtill heaved with convulſive Strugglings, * and nl 
her lovely Eyes rolled wildly round without a 
fixing on any Object. 2 


It was Morning e'er the Surgeon arrived, 
17 having aſſured Mr. Reftick that 0 N 5 
1 Indil⸗ wt 
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Tadiſpoſition proceeded only from her Frigbt, 


and would be attended with no bad Conſe- 
quences, gave ſuch Directions as he judged moſt: 
proper; from thence he withdrew to viſit 
Flight, who, they informed him, had broke his 
Leg, and who upon the Entrance of the Sur- 
geon, exclaimed with ſome Vehemence, and 


intreated him to inform him in what State he 


apprehended him to be. The Surgeon (with 
a Gravity peculiar to thoſe Gentlemen) ad- 
viſed him to compoſe himſelf, ſaying (and at 
the ſame Time diſengaging the fractured Mem- 
ber from its external Incumberances) be com- 
poſed, Sir, be compoſed ; you muſt not think 
of the Misfortune, if you hope to overcome it, 
To be ſure a compound Fracture is a Thing 
that requires ſome Skill; but as you are fallen 
into good Hands, there is leſs, 1 could almoſt 
ſay no Danger; you muſt live low, and follow 
my Directions. By this Time the Leg was 
laid bare, and ſhewed a Protruſion of the Bone 
at leaſt an Inch and a half. Ihe Surgeon, wha 
was, notwithſtanding his Parade, none of the 
moſt ſkilful, now began to be ſtartled: The 
Wound was contracted almoſt cloſe round the 
Bone, and no Extenſion was ſufficient: to re- 
duce it, He diſpatched a Meſſenger imme- 
Liately for a ſmall Saw, with which he took. 


oY the protruded Bone, and afterwards with 


much 
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much Difficulty reduced it to its natural Poß. 
tion, as far as the Diminution in Length by 
the Loſs of ſuch a Piece would permit. 
Faving finiſhed his Applications for this 
Time, he waited on Mr. Ruftick, who was 
not a little impatient to hear his Opinion «| 
Flight's Caſe. 

The Queſtion was no ſooner put, than it 
opened a Field for the Surgeon's Volublility, 
who informed him, that he hoped to compleat 
the Cure, tho' he feared that the ſoft Parts 
had likewiſe ſuffered ſome Violence, and that 
the Extravaſation of” Blood occaſioned by the 
Laceration and Dittention of thoſe Parts, might 
terminate in a Suppuration, which would in- 
evitably prevent the Formation of the Callus, 
and of Conſequence retard the Cure; beſides, 
there was ſome Danger of the Fever running 
high, as the Agitation of his Mind at this 
Juncture, excluſive of the Shock communicated 
to the animal Spirits by the Accident itſelf, had 
confiderably encreaſed the Momentum of the 
Blood, and obſtructed the neceſſary Secretions 
which ſupport the animal Machine; but that 
he ſaid was to be mitigated by repeating the 
Operation of Phlebotomy to the third or 
fourth Time, and adminiftring ſuch Medicines 
as the Neceflity of the Caſe ſhould indicate. To 
be ſure, Sir, continued he, there is Danger, very 
great 
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great Danger; for beſides the Accidents I have 
already enumerated, as may poſſibly, nay pro- 


bably occur, according to the preſent State of 
the Fluids, we may be threatened with a Mor_ 


 tification, and in that Caſe it will be neceſſary 


to amputate the Limb. But as I never had 
one Patient miſcarry in Caſes of this Nature, 
have the greateſt Aſſurance of Succeſs in the 
preſent. Herein he ſpake Truth, for it was 
indeed the firſt of the Kind that had ever oc- 
curred to him in his own Practice. As Mr. 
Ruſtick did not comprehend any Thing more 
of this Diſcourſe than the imminent Danger of 
Flight, he diſmiſſed the Surgeon, after being 
informed that in all Probability this Affair 
would prove equally expenſive and tedious. 
Charlotte, by the Care and Diligence of the 
Family, was ſo far recovered, as to baniſh all 
Apprehenſions from her Mother or Mr. Ru/tick, 
who were equally impatient to know the Cir- 
cumſtances of Flight's Attempt, whoſe Pain 
was too exquiſite to admit of any Inter- 
rogatories. She told them, that ſhe could 
with Difficulty recolle& the moſt material In- 
cidents, for that her Spirits were too violently 
agitated to admit of much Reflection, and ſaid 
that ſhe was awakened by his Endeavours to 
get into Bed ; that in the Struggle to prevent 
her calling out, they had fallen on the Floor, 


and 
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and received thoſe Bruiſes which occaſioned her 
Loſs of Blood. 

This Declaration ſerved: but to add to their 
Reſentment, nor could any Thing but the Im- 
probability of his Recovery have prevented them 
from delivering him over to the executive 
Power of the Law. And Mr. Text, who had 
on the News of this Event, which was im- 
mediately noiſed abroad, repaired to Mr. Ry. 
ticks, not only to congratulate Charlotte on he; 
Eſcape from ſo villainous an Attempt, but to 
beſtow on the unhappy Flight ſuch ſalutary Ad- 
vice, as might bring him to a juſt Reflection 
of his Crimes, and prepare him for his Appear- 
ance before the Tribunal of him who had teſti- 
fied his Deteſtation of his Villainy, by inflict- 
ing ſo ſevere a Puniſhment. He told them, 
that he thought it a Duty incumbent on him 
to attend ſuch miſguided Wretches, let their 
Actions be ever ſo vile, in order to ſet before 
them in a juſt Light, the inevitable Deftruc- 
tion that attended their Perſeverance in the In- 
dulgence of their Paſſions ; - and concluded with 
ſaying, he was ſorry that he had not been de- 
ceived in his Opinion of Flight, whom he had 
ever conſidered as a Man of ao Principle, Be- 
ing, agreeable to his Deſire, conducted to the 
Apartment where he lay, he, on his Entrance, 
told him, that he hoped his Preſence would 
WE HTE not 
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not add to che Pain he ſeemed oppreſſed with ; 


but the Surgeon having aſſured them, that his 
Caſe was deſperate, he in Charity had come to 


give him ſuch ſpiritual Advice, as, he hoped, 
would be productive of ſome Benefit; that his 
preſent Situation was ſuch, as ſhould of itſelf 
prompt him to a Repentance, the Importance 
of which admitted of no Delay ; and, continued 


he, as it is quite uncertain how ſoon you may 


be called upon to anſwer for yourſelf, the ſooner 


you endeavour to make your Peace with Heaven, 
the better Hopes you may entertain of ſharing 
its Mercy. I have ſome Reaſon to expect, that 
you, who have had the Bleſſing of a liberal 
Education, are not fo far loſt to every Principle 
of Virtue, as to neglect at this Time the Means 


ol Salvation, always to be purſued, but more 


eſpecially at ſuch an unhappy Criſis, 

Flizht, from what the Surgeon had ſaid, and 
the Reflection of his melancholy Situation, 
might juſtly be called a little World of Woe ; 
where every different Kind of Wretchedneſs, 
that plagues the Slaves of Paſſion, were ſummed 
up ; ; and, collecting each its horrid Force, urge 
which ſhall moſt confound in a Variety of Tor- 
ment, the divided Soul ; for ſome Minutes, he 


was ſilent: At laſt, Sir, ſays he, I ama Wretch, 


a miſerable Wretch ! I bluſh to own it! You 


can form no Conception « of the Greatneſs of my 


Crimes ! 
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Crimes! What Hope can I entertain, whoſe 
Life has been one continued Scene of Villainy ? 
What Plea can I with Juſtice make, to palliate 
the Blackneſs of preſumptuous Offences ? Guilt 
and Horror have rouzed every ſenſitive F aculty 
within me; and my Reflections create a Hell in 
my Breaſt, too dreadful to indulge one Thought 
of Mercy. This Self-accuſation, replied Doctor 
Text, I hope is the Forerunner of a ſincere Re- 
pentance; this muſt be entered upon by reſtoring 
Peace to a diſtracted Family, by acknowleging 
what has tempted you to ſo black an Attempt, 
Sir, ſays Flight, your Requeſt plants Daggers 
in my Heart: I hardly dare unfold ſuch a com- 
plicated Scene of inhuman Machinations, leſt 
you ſhould then judge me utterly excluded every 
Claim to Pity ; but | will be ingenuous, and, if 
my Pains permit me, inform you of all: When 
Mr. Ruftick firſt informed me of his Intention to 
make a Match between Miſs /7/lars and his Son, 
and his Reſolutions thereon, I could nct bear 
the Reflection of her being married to him; 
having myſelf, from the firſt Time I beheld 
her, entertained a moſt violent Paſ. on for her; 
and, Judging that the preſent Diſpruportion of 
our Circumſtances would prove an effectual Bar 
to my, Pretenſions, i was determinod, at all 
Events, to gratify my Wishes 5 and, in order 


co prereut che Succels of Mr, Ru/tick's Scheme, 


had 
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had inveigled his Son to marry an unhaypy 
young Woman, I had formerly ſeduced. The 
Plot has ſucceeded, but too unkappily for me. 
They are married, and his Wife is with Child. 
| impoſed, with the utmoſt Artifice on his Cre- 
dulity, by ſubſtituting a real Clergyman inſtead 
of a perſonated one; and he ſtill imagines the 
Marriage to be inſufficient, though I have omit- 
ed nothing to make it legal; his Wife is fen- 
ſible of this, who has been from the firſt too 
much influenced by my Perſuaſions. When 
Mr. Ruſtic acquainted me with the ill Succeſs 
of the Lawſuit, and his Determination not to 
make any Appeal, without Miſs Villars's Con- 
ſent to marry his Son, it ſpurred me on to a 
more immediate Execution of my intended 
Scheme. As I had frequently paid her many 
Compliments (ſuch as I muſt own were too 
preſuming from a Perſon in my Situation), I 
had always the Mortification to have them re- 
ceived in a Manner the moſt diſagreeable; this, 
ſo far from ſubduing my Paſſion, ſerved but to 
augment it ; and my Pride being piqued, from 
a Conſideration of what I had once been, ſoon 
brought me to a Reſolution, ſuch as could only 
have found Admiſſion in the Mind of the mott 
abandoned Profligate. I perſuaded young Ru- 
ſick of many Things much to the Diſadvantage 
of Miſs F/lars's Virtue ; and, by acquainting 
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him, that we had made an Affiynation, eaſily 
prevailed on him to admit me to her Chamber; 
this he, with the leſs Reluctance, complied with; 
as his Inclinations were always averſe to the 
Match; and I had informed him, that, at this 
Meeting, we were to ſettle Matters, ſo as to 
make all Obſtructions ſcem wholly to proceed 
from Miſs Villars. Having thus agreed, he ad: 
mitted me in the Evening to her Apartment; 
where I lay concealed till ſhe was in Bed, and 
the Family at Reſt : I then endeavoured to ſur- 
prize her, but ſhe awaked; and, after a vio- 
lent Struggle, ſhe ſcreamed out, when, hearing 
the Family alarmed, and ſome Perſons coming 
to her, I jumped out of the Window ; and, un- 
fortunately alighting on a Rolling-ſtone, that 
lay beneath it, it ſlipped from under me, and 
occaſioned the Misfortune I at preſent labour 
under. Thus, Sir, continued he, have I been 
as Explicit, as the Extremity of my Pain would 
admit me: I have, with Difficulty from mak- 
ing Interruptions, proeeeded thus far; the 
Agony I am in, occaſioned by my Misfortune, 
and my Reflection together, have raiſed fo vio- 
lent a Conflict, that the utmoſt Reſolution can- 
not ſupport its Impetuoſity. My Soul is racked 
with the perpetual Volution of threatening Hor- 
ror; and Remorſe and Shame agitate the dread- 
ful Confuſion. Speak, Sir can there be a 


Beam 


6163) 


Beam of Hope for ſuch a Wreteh as I am" 
Can the Torments inflicted on the Damned, 
equal thoſe I ſufter ? It is impoſſible ! the wide 
extended Jaws of eternal Deſtruction attend my 
Exit] Puniſhments inconceivable: await the ir- 
revocable Sentence of an offended Deity ! Hea- 
ven can be no Place for me! It is in vain to 
hope—Where would you lead me ?— be gone 
Are you not Mr. Ruftics Wife now ?—why, 
what have I to do with you ?—Mr. Beaville, 
hide that Letter, here is my Lord !—Diftrac- 
tion! it will be detected. No, I have gone too 
far! I will not ſee him !—He's there, my in- 
jured Maſter !-—- Why was ſhe fo vile ?—Be- 
gone! — do not torment me! Oh! kill me 
rather than I will conſent again! — Have 
Mercy —— 

His Speech now failed him, and his Spirits 
being unable to ſupport the violent Agitation of 
his Mind, he fainted away; and Doctor Text 
called up the Servants to aſſiſt him; when, ima- 
gining his Preſence unneceſſary till he recover- 
ed, he withdrew to Charlottes Apartment, 
whom he found much better, than the Conſe- 
quence of ſuch an Event could promiſe. Wor- 
thy Sir, ſaid ſhe, how infinitely am I obliged to 
you for this extraordinary Condeſcenſion and 
Favour? How happy am I in the Eſteem of fo 
wo a>Eriend ! But, dear Sir, here is a freſh. 


444 Scene 
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Scene of Confuſion in the Houſe | Mr. Nager, 
upon the firſt Alarm that happened, has ſecreted 
himſelf, and is not to be found, Miss Villar, 
replied Doctor Text, a guilty Conſcience need; 
no Accuſer; he has had but too great a Share in 
this unhappy Event, It will very much ſurprize 
you, when I inform you of what I have learned 
from the Confeſſion of that miſerable Wretch 
above, who has unravelled the Motives that 
prompted him to this baſe Attempt. We can- 
not ſufficiently admire the Diſpenſations of Pro- 
vidence, which has not permitted the Innocent 
to ſuffer, but has inflicted a Memorial of its 
Wrath on the Slave of Paſſion. He then in- 
formed her of what is already recited ; and con- 
cluded with this Advice, that ſhe ſhould not 
make mention of young Ru/tict's Marriage, 
without his Father endeavoured to carry his 
Deſign to an Extremity. Charlotte had too good 
an Opinion of his Friendſhip and Judgment, 
not to be directed by him in ſo material an Af- 
fair; and begged, that, as often as convenient, 
he would {till continue his Viſits to her. As 
ſhe now ſeemed a little inclinable to reft, he 
took his Leave, and returned Home. 
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C239 'A FP. XVI 
The Hiſtory of Lord Beaville. 


WO Days had paſſed from the Commiſ- 


ſion of Flizht's Attempt, before he had 


recovered the Delirium with which he was 
ſeized, when Doctor Text had viſited him; 
who, ſo ſoon as he was aſſured of it by thoſe 
who attended him, went to him again; and, 
after having recommended to him Repentance, 
and Fortitude in his unhappy Situation, he' 
told bim, that he had obſerved him in his Di- 
lirium, frequently to mention the Name of 
Beaville ; and that, in ſuch a Manner, as inti- 
mated ſome Load to lay upon his Conſcience, 
which he was willing to diſcharge. Sir, ſays 
Flight, after what I have already confeſſed, you 
will not be ſurprized, that a Man of fo vile a 
Principle ſhould have ſtarted at any Villainy ; 
perhaps, ſuch a Suſpicion might be juſt, I have 
indeed been acceſſary to an Affair that lies moſt 
heavy at my Breaſt ; nothing but the baſeſt In- 
gratitude to a generous Benefactor, and Profli- 
eacy of Sentiment, could have urged me to be 
guilty of it. As the whole has hitherto re- 
mained a Secret, known but to few, and thoſe 


of the Family too, it, no doubt, has eſcaped 


your Eriowlege. 
My 
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My Lord Beaville, continued he, ſoon afte; 
he came to the Poſſeſſion of his Title and Eſtate, 
propoſed making the Tour of Europe. As he 
has an agreeable Perſon, - and a ' conſiderable 
Fortune, his Travels were often interrupted by 
a Variety of Intrigues ; the Purſuit of which 
drew him frequently into imminent Danger 5 
but his Addreſs, or good Fortune, generally ex- 
tricated him from theſe Difficulties. It hap- 
pened, that, returning from Naples to Ronie, he 
was ſet upon by a Party of Banditti; and not 
only robbed, but very much wounded, as he 
had exaſperated the Robbers by making a Re- 
ſiſtance: His Attendants were under the utmoſt 
Concern, and, ſeeing ſome Perſons advancing 
towards them, waited till they came up: It was 
fortunately a Gentleman, with whom my Lord 
had contracted an Intimacy, during his Reſi- 
dence at Naples, and who was then going to his 
Country-Seat, which was not far diſtant from 
where this Rencounter happened. He ordered 
him to be carried to his Houſe; and, in the 
mean time, diſpatched a Meſſenger for a Sur- 
geon. When they had got to his Villa, my 
Lord was immediately put to Bed ; and the Sur- 
geon coming ſoon after, upon Examination of 
his Wounds, declared, that none of them would 
* attended with any bad Nr. ; but 
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that, in few Days, he would again be ii a 
Condition to proſecute his Journey. 
It will be neceſſary to inform you, before 1 
proceed further, that there lived at that time 
with Seignor Marcelli (which was the Gentle- 
man's Name at whoſe Houſe my Lord was) a 
young Lady to whom he had been appointed 
Guardian: She was left with a conſiderable 
Fortune intirely to his Management and Diſpo- 
fal : She was then but ſeventeen Years of Age; 
was beautiful beyond Deſcription; and to all 
the Spirit of Youth was added the Charms of 
Senſe. Her Guardian, whole intereſted Views 
ſupported by Jealouſy (the Italians Characteriſ- 
tick), knew too well the Value of his Charge, 
not to be conſcious, that Youth and Beauty are 
too attractive; and that Vigilance was to be 
l exerted to preſerve her for himſelf, He knew 
, the Character my Lord had for intriguing ; and, 
, during his Reſidence there, kept her in the 
1 cloſeſt Confinement : But all his Art, all his 
; Care, .could not prevent her from ſeeing him, as 
> he walked in the Garden adjoining the Houſe, 
/ This he frequently did, as ſoon as the Recovery 
i from his Wounds would permit him. One 
f Evening as he was alone there, enjoying the 
Benefit of the cool Breezes, that atone for the 
ſultry Heat of the mid-day Sun, he heard a 
\ Window open, and, looking up, bcheld a Face 
N that 
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that charmed him more than the Poſſeſſion of al 
his paſt Enjoyments: He gazed at her ſor ſome 
Minutes, with Tranſports unknown to him he. 
fore; and would, in all Probability, have con- 
tinued there much longer, had ſhe not thrown 
out a Letter from the Window; and immedi— 
ately diſappeared. Some Time had elapſed be. 
fore he had Reſolution to quit his Station ; at 
length he haſted to take up the Letter. In it ſhe 
informed him of her Situation ; her Dependance 
on Seignor Marcell: ; her Suſpicion of his Inten- 
tions; and the miſerable Proſpect that lay before 
her, if his Deſigns were not fruſtrated ; intima- 
ting at the ſame time, her Choice to throw her- 
ſelf into a Monaſtery, ſooner than ſubmit to his 
mercenay Views; concluding, with entreating 
his Lordſhip to contrive ſome Means, to free 
her from her Confinement ; which ſhe deſcribed 
in the moſt pathetic Terms, and told him to 
tye his Anſwer to a String, he would find hang- 
ing from the Window. 

Lord Beaville was not more ſurpriſed at this 
Adventure, than pleaſed with the Epiſtle; from 
which he drew many favourable Conjectures. 
He has often ſince confeſſed, that the Raptures 
he felt at ſeeing her were with a more ſecret Sa- 
tisfaction, than any he had ever experienced 
before. He retired to his Chamber; and was 
not long in anſwering her Letter; in which he 

endeavoured 
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endcavoured to convince her of the Injuſtice ſhe 
did herſelf, in entertaining any Thoughts of re- 
tiring to a Monaſtery, 5 ſecluding herſelf 
from thoſe Pleaſures, in which alone conſiſted 
the real Happineſs of Life ; he expreſſed him- 
ſelf in a Manner he thought moſt capable of 
convincing her of the Paſſion ſhe had inſpired 
him with ; and omitted nothing, that he ima- 
gined would prompt her to make an equal Re- 
turn. This he tied according to her Directions, 
aid had the Satisfaction once more to ſee her 
that Evening. The ſecond View intirely com- 
pleated the Conqueſt ſhe wiſhed for: He was 
ſo enamoured, that he was determined at all 
Events, te purſue an Intrigue that bore ſo pro- 
miſing an Aſpect. 

The following Day bleſſed him with an An- 
ſwer, in which ſhe freely confeſſed her Paſſion 
for him ; but told him, that honourable Terms 
or a Monaſtery were her determined Choice ; 


that if he choſe the former, ſhe would be intirely 


directed by him; but if not, that ſhe would ap- 
ply to ſome ſuperior Power, whoſe Intereſt 
would protect her, and forward her Intentions. 
This was a Reſolution my Lord did not expect; 
but, after a little ſerious Reflection, he deter- 
mined, if he could get her from thence, to 
marry her. He communicated his Determina- 
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tion to her; and aſſured her, he would leay, 
no Scheme unpurſued to free her: He was tog 
reſolute, to be eaſily influencd by any ſce ming 
Difficulty, to drop his Purſuit. He had a Per- 
ſon. in his Retinue intirely devoted to his Ser. 
vice; to him he communicated the whole Af. 
fair; and, after various Propoſals, it was at laſt 
determined, that this Fellow ſhould court the 
Governante : and, if he found her acceſlable, 
to bribe her to the Delivery of her Charge, 
nay even to promiſe to marry her; and that 
ſhe ſhould have a Settlement in my Lord's Fa. 
mily, more beneficial than that ſhe enjoyed in 
Seignor Marcelli's. This was no ſooner deter. 
mined-than carried into, Execution ; the Duegn- 
na, won by the Flattery of her Spark, and 
moved by the perſuaſive Eloquence of Five hun- 
dred Ducats, would have conſented to the De- 
ſtruction of all the Sex, much leſs to the de- 
ceiving Seignor Marcelli. As my Lord took 
Care to inform his Miſtreſs of his Succeſs and 
Scheme, ſhe was not much. ſurpriſed, when the 
Duegna trumpeted forth the Praiſe of Lord Bean- 
ville: She was at firſt upon her Guard; but at- 
terwards being informed of the Means made 
uſe of, to influence the Duegna, ſhe conſented 
to ſach Meafures as they ſhould determine on 


for her Liberty. roi, 1 
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In the mean time, my Lord had recovered ſo 
well, as to fix upon a Day for his Return to 
Raume; and two Days before diſpatched the Ser- 
rant (whom he had employed in this Affair) 
upon a fictitious Errand to Naples, as Seignor 
Marcell: propoſed ſetting him on Part of his 
Journey. This Fellow was to wait with a cloſe 
Litter near his Garden-wall, where the Dueg- 
na and her Charge were to meet him; from 
thence to be conducted directly to Leghorn, 
where my Lord - propoſed taking Shipping for 
England, Every thing ſucceeded to their 
Wiſhes; and they were the beſt Part of their 
Way to that Port, before Seignor Marcelli re- 
turned ; my Lord: having detained him on Pur- 
poſe with him. It is natural to imagine, that, 
upon his Return, and the Diſcovery of his 
Neice's Flight with the Duegna, that he ated 
as others would do in the like Circumſtances ; 
though the conſiderable Fortune that lay in his 
Hands (which was forfeited by her not conſult- 
ing him in her Choice) was ſufficient Conſola- 
tion for ſuch a Loſs, eſpecially to a Man of fo 
mercenary a Diſpoſition. 

My Lord, when he parted with Seignor Mar- 
celli, was not dilatory in following his Miftreſs, 
and arrived at Leghorn the Day after they had 
finiſhed their Journey thither, Upon a more 
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familiar Intimacy with the young Lady, he every 
Day diſcovered new Perfections; and at la, 
without the leaſt Heſitation, married her. 4A; 
it was neceſſary to quit Itah, as expeditiouſſy ag 
they could, they came away in the hrit Veſl 
that ſailed for Marſeilles; and, as they neither 
of them entertained any great Opinion of the 
Principles of the Duegna, they adviſed her tg 
paſs the Remainder of her Days in a Convent; 
to which, as they abſolutely refuſed to take her 
along with them, ſhe, with much Difficulty 
conſented. : 

Nothing material happened, till their Arriva 
in England. When wy Lord and his ney- 
wedded Lady came down to their Villa, where 
he now reſides: [They had not been long here 
before Mr. Beauv:/le (my Lord's Brother) who 
was then on the Point of quitting the Univer- 
ſity, came to pay them a Viſit. It was at this 
Time, that I was received into the Family, 
much by my having formerly been intimate 
with Lord Beauville, but more by the Inter- 
ceſſion of the Brother. Mr. Beauville was not 


ſo agreeable a Man as my Lord, but Maſter of 
more Art; was much addicted to Gallantry; 
and ſo unable to ſubdue his Paſſions, that, when 
he once had entertained a Thought of gratify- 
ing them, he was hurried on by an Impetuolity 
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not to be controuled. This at laſt has proved 
his Ruin: He could not behold Lady Beauville, 
without forming the moſt criminal Deſigus. I, 
who was not ignorant of his natural Diſpoſi- 
tion, perceived the Effect her Charms had on 
him; and was conſcious, from the Diſpoſition 
| have already deſcribed to you, that the Ties 
of Honour, or of Blood, would prove but weak 
Obſtacles to his Purſuit. Unfortunately for her, 
my Lady had a Levity in her Conſtitution, that 
gave him the greateſt Encouragement. He 
made uſe of every Artifice to ſeduce her; which, 
to my watchful Eye, appeared to ſtagger her 
Virtue, I one Day mentioned my Suſpicions 
to him; and convinced him, that they were 
too well grounded to admit of being confuted 
by any Sophiſtry: He then ingenuouſly con- 
ſeſſed, that I had formed a true Conjecture of 
his Inclinations; and, at the ſame time, that 
he made me a Conhdant of his Paſſion, buoyed 
me up with ſuch Promiſes of Friendſhip and 
Gratuittes, as quickly eraſed every Thought of 
Gratitude or Honour, My Indigence at that 


Time was no fmall Motive to my acting fo 


abandoned a Part. We mutually contrived 


every Scheme to put him in Poſſeſſion of his 


Wiſhes : And it was ſome Time before Oppor- 


_ offered to put any in Execution. My 
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Lord uſed frequently to be: abſent for two 0. 
three Days at once, either on Parties of Ru. 
nefs or Pleaſure ; and his Brother, on ſome ti. 
fling Pretence, always avoided! bœaring him 
Company: During theſe Intervals, he bud all 
the. Opportunity he could with for, to inzratiate 
himſelf with Lady Becut le; but her Virtue, or 
the Appearance of ſomething like it, prevciited 
his ſucceeding in his Deſigns upon her Honour, 
When every Attempt, he had hitherto made, 
-was attended with ill Succeſs, we- at length 
formed a Scheme, the like of which, none, 
but Villains abandoned to every Vice, could 
have the Baſeneſs to contrive. It was this: 
My Lord's frequent Abſence gave Mr. Beau- 
ville Opportunities to inflame her Ladyſhip's 
Mind with Jealouſy, by throwing” out ſome 
Hints, as if he were conſcious of the Slight paid 
to her Charms; and, by frequently repeating 
the ſame Inſinuations, perſuaded her of the Re- 
ality of them: This was what he aimed at, 
He told her, if ſhe would be directed by him, 
he would put her in a M-thod of perſonally de- 
tecting her Huiband in his Intrigue. To this 
ſhe ſubmitted ; and the Time agreed upon, was 
bis firſt Abſence. "They waited not long for 
an Occaſion: My Lord, as ufual, went out; 
And towards Evening, Mr. Beauvills conducted 


my 
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my Lady to an Houfe, intirely devoted to his 
Service; and where, he ſaid, my Lord con- 
lintly lay with his Miſtreſs, during his Ab- 
ſence from Home: In the interim, he adviſed 
ker to be cautions how: ſhe ſpake, leſt her 
Voice ſhould diſcoyer her; and that he would 
take eſfectual Means, to prevent any Interview 
between my Lord and his Proſtitute; but 
would order Matters ſo, that he ſhould be in- 
formed, ſhe was already gone to reſt, Every 
Thing ſucceeded to his Wiſhes; and in the 
Morning, when ſhe thought to have reproached 
her Huſband for ſo flagrant a Breach of the 
Marriage-vow, ſhe found not him, but Mr. 
Beauville in her Arms. It is impoſſible, to de- 


ſcribe with what Tranſports of Fury ſhe was 


ſeized, ſo ſoon as ſhe diſcovered the Impoſi- 
tion: It was ſome Time before he could calm 
her Rage; but it at length ſubſided; and, 3 
he made uſe of every ſoothing Artifice, plead- 
ing the Violence of his Paſſion for her, ſhe 
gently. chid him for his Preſumption, in ſuch a 
Manner as convinced him, he had gained his 


Pardon. This guilty Commerce ſubſiſted for 


ſome time; when her Coolueſs to my Lord, 
and indiſcreet Behaviour to Mr. Beauvile, firſt 


Save him a Suſpicion of her Infidelity, He 
watched all their Looks and Motions, and was 
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ſo circumſpect in his Obſery ations, that they 
did not even dream of being detected, when 
he had laid a Plot for that Purpols: I had not 
been with them for ſome Days at their uu] 
Rendezvous; and, ſortunately for me, I was 
detached upon Buſineſs to ſome Diſtance; when 
my Lord, feigning the Neceſſity of his Preſcnce 
at a public Mecting which was then held at 

orfolk, left the Houſe; and at an Inn, ſome 
Miles diſtant from thence, left his Servants ; 
and, putting on a Diſguiſe, returned Home: 
By Means of a Maſter-key, he found Admit- 
tance, without being perceived by any : He 
watched for ſome Hours; and, at length, ſaw 
Mr. Beauville and his Lady, croſs the Garden 
together ; he then followed them ; and taking 
his Piſtols, obſerved the Houſe they retired into; 
thither he followed them, and, having waited 
till dark, went up to it, and knocked gently at 
the Door ; the Man who opened it, he immedi- 


ately ſeized, and, clapping a Piſtol to his Breaſt, 


threatencd him with inſtant Death, if he made 
the leaſt Diſturbance ; but ordered him to ſhew 
him the Apartment, wherein Mr. Beauville and 
Lady Beauvilie were: The Man led him up 
Stairs; but, as this could not be done without 
ſome Noiſe, it alarmed Mr. Bearwille, who 
called out to inquire the Reaſon ? My Lord, 


thinking 


(277) 


thinking he had him in Security, deſired him to 
open the Door : So ſoon as Mr. Beauvtile heard 
his Brother's Voice, he opened the Window, 
and had but juſt Time to leap out, before my 
Lord burſt the Door open. The Violence of 
this Action awakened his Lady, who before had 
been faſt aſlcep. Her Diſtraction is incon- 
ceivable at being ſo detected: She, for ſome 
Moments, continued ſpeechleſs ; and, attempt- 
ing to throw herſelf at his Feet, was prevented 
by him, who, with the utmoſt Calmneſs, or- 
dered her to riſe and follow him. She had 
hardly Reſolution to obey ; and, though ſhe en- 
deavoured by every female Artifice to obtain 
Forgiveneſs, he was deaf to every Thing ſhe 
ſaid ; and when ſhe was ready to bear him 


Company, he ſet forwards for his Houſe, where, 


ſo ſoon as he was arrived, he ordered every 
Thing to be prepared for a Journey. On the 
Day following, he ſet out for France; and ob- 


hged his Lady to retire to a Monaſtery, where 
he has allowed her an handſome Competency 
to maintain her. I have not fince heard any 


thing relating to her: And as to. Mr. Beauville, 


it is as yet unknown what is become of him. 


My Lady was ſo generous as to conceal my 


being privy to the Intrigue; and, by that 
1 have I eſcaped my Lord's Dran 
Tory 15 Who, 
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Who, to this Day, cannot bear the mention of 
his Prother's Name. 
The Reflection of my being acceſſary to ſuch 
2 Crime, occaſioned, in all Probability, my 
mentioning Lord Beawville in my Delirium: 
But, as I have fatigued my Spirits by ſo long a 
Narrative, I find myſelf inclinable to reſt, and 
hope the Continuance of your good Offices 
will ſomewhat eaſe my Mind of the many Pangs 
I fuffer from a Conſciouſneſs of Guilt. 
Doctor Text aſſured him of his Endeavours 
to complete ſo good a Work ; and recommend. 
ing to him a Sincerity of Repentance, retired 
to Charlottes Apartment, where he found Mr, 
and Mrs. Rw/tich forming many Conjectures, as 
to the Cauſe of Roger's Abſence ; but his Pre- 
ſence put a Stop to their Converfation on that 
Head : And he related to them what Fight had 
juſt communicated to him. 

After Dinner, Doctor Text returned up Stairs, 
and ſound the Surgeon with Fight, whoſe Fe— 
ver increaſing coniiderably, alarmed him; and, 
being uneaſy at the Situation of his Patient, he 
| judged it neceſſary to call in another Surgeon to 
his Aſſiſtance, who was immediately ſent for 
from ſome Diſtance. On his Arrival, he de- 
clared the Caſe mortal, adding, that, from the 
Neglect of the former Gentlemen in not di- 

lating 
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lating the Wound on his firſt Appearance, 
there was a Collection of Matter next the 


fractured Bone, which had not only prevented 


the Formation of the uniting Matter of the 


Bones, but had, by the Violence of the Fever, 
and from being too long confined; become 
excceding acrid, informich that the Bone it- 
ſelf was in ſome Meaſure become carious, 
which made it neceſſary to take off the Limb 
without Delay. 

Flight, by the Aſſiſtance of the good Doc- 
tor, had compoſed his Mind, and went thro' 
the Operation with great Fortitude, while 
the whole Family could not refrain their Pity, 
contemplating, with Admiration, the Juſtice of 
Providence, in thus puniſhing ſo vile an Ac- 
tion with ſo fatal a Conſequence. But tho' 


his Spirits were. ſufficient to ſupport him under 


the immediate Agonies of an Operation, they 
were too much exhauſted to ſup port the Vio- 
lence of the Fever which. ſucceeded it, and in 
twenty-four Hours fell a Victim to his Paſ- 


. fions, atoning by his Death for the many In- 


juries he had done thofe * fel as Victims 
to his Pafon. 6 
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| Roger's Return, and a Revolution in the 
Family of the Ruſticks, . occaſioned by 
the Death of Mr. Ruſtick. Mrs. 
Ruſtick and her gw return t6 
London. 


T is Time now to return, and make ſome 
Enquiries relating to Roger, whom on the 
Beginning of the Diſturbance, we have inform- 
ed the Reader, abſconded, and waited, not 
without much Uneaſineſs for the Event. Con- 
ſcious to himſelf of the Baſeneſs of his Pro- 
ceeding, he juſtly dreaded the Conſequence, 


and had retired to Molly, concealing, under a 


fictitious Tale, the true Reaſon of his quitting 
his Father's Houſe in ſo abrupt a Manner, 
and at ſuch an unſeaſonable Hour. But the 
Affair had already blazed about, and being in 
itſelf moſt criminal, was related with every 
ageravating Circumſtance, that Pity for Char- 
lotte, or the Deteſtation of Flight's ill Prin- 
ciple could ſuggeſt. It would have been fur- 
prizing, had this eſcaped Holly's. 1 
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to make ſo ſtrict an Enquiry into the Cauſe 
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who was already prepoſſeſſed with too mean 
an Opinion of her Huſband's Veracity to lay 
much Streſs on whatever he ſaid, and was no 
ſooner informed of it, than ſhe conjectured 
there had been too cloſe a Connection in the 
Management of the Plot between Roger and 
Flight, and was convinced that this was the 
real Reaſon of his continuing with her. She 
had, however, the Prudence to conceal the 
Knowledge of it, defcrring till a more con- 
venient Opportunity, the Advantages ſhe pro- 
poſed to reap from it. During the Interval 


that ſucceeded to Flight's Attempt, Roger had 


frequently employed his Emiſſaries to make 
Enquiries of what paſſed from Time to Time 
in the Family, and was no ſooner informed 


that Flight was dead, than he judged that he 


might with Confidence return home; not in 
the leaſt ſuſpeRing that any Diſcovery had been 
made of his being an Accomplice in fo dark an 
Affair. He had been aſſured that a ſucceſſive 


Delirium had attended his Companion from the 
Beginning, and that of Conſequence he had not 


enjoyed an Interval of Reaſon to make any Con- 
feflion. Upon the Strength of this Surmiſe, he 
ventured to make his Appearance before his 
Father, whoſe Mind was at preſent too much 
engaged in Reflections on what had happened, 


of 
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of his Elopement, as he would otherwiſe have 
done, had his Thoughts been more at Free- 
dom. The Conſciouſneſs of his Guilt in his 
Defigns, with regard to Charlotte, was a Check 
he could not fo eaſily ſuppreſs ; but conſider- 
ing that Aſſurance is often conſidered as a 
Mark of Innocence, he was determined to run 
the Riſk of a Conviction. His Reception from 
Mrs. Ruffick, and her Daughter, was ſuch as 
could give him no Room for Suſpicion, they 
being reſolved to follow the Advice of Dr, 
Text, and keep ſecret their Knowledge of his 
Conduct, till Mr. Ruſtick urging the Execu- 
tion of his former Propoſal, ſhould oblige them 
to a Diſcovery. 

As Charlotte grew every Day better in Health, 
her Father, upon Reflection, judged that the 
ſooner he provided her a Huſband in the Per- 
ſon of his Son, the more effectual Stop would 
be put to the Hazard of ſuch Schemes as Flight 
had lately ſuffered by ; and as he was a Man 
obſtinate in the Purſuit of any favourite View, 
was determined to be expeditious in * 
Proſecution of his Deſigns. 

One Evening as Dr. Text, Mrs. Ruſtick, 10. 
he were in Charlottes Apartment, and the Con- 
verſation had turned on the late Affair; It is 
inexpreſſible, ſays Mr. Rigſliat, the Concern I 
1 * have 
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kave felt on ſo unhappy an Occaſion: My Af- 
ſection for Charlotte, and the Deſire I have to 
fee her ſettled to Advantage in the World, 
obliges me once more to reſume a Converſa- 
tion Mrs. Nuſtick and I have held upon this 
Topic. I cannot ſay my Propoſal was received 
then in the Manner I could with, but the many 
Things that have ſince happened, have entire- 
ly changed the Face of Aﬀairs, and have ren- 
dered it abſolutely neceſſary that ſome Expe- 
dient ſhould be thought of to prevent ſuch Ac- 
cidents for the future. I know of none ſo 
effectual as that I then propoſed ; I will. ap- 
peal to the worthy Doctor, who has been for 
ſome Time reſident in this Country, and by 
his Intimacy in the Family, and Experience 
of the World, may be ſuppoſed to be a com- 
petent Judge of my Son's Merit: His con- 
{tant Reſidence in the Country has ſecured his 
Morals from being tainted with thoſe Vices 
that reign in your great Cities, and his not 
having an Opportunity to keep up a Correſ- 
pondence with Perſons of an ill Principle, 
makes it probable that he is acquainted with 
no Vice, except it be by Name only. Now, 
Sir, with whom can ſhe propoſe greater Hap- 
pineſs than with ſuch a Man? I have no other 
Children; he is fole Heir to my Eſtate, which 
TG will 
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will be a gentee] Competency ; and as J have 
little or no Proſpect of Succeſs in the Proſe- 


cution of her Law-ſuit, I cannot think ſhe will | 


have a better Offer. 

I promiſed, anſwered Mrs. R/?:c+, that 1 
would mention it to Charlotte; I have done it, 
and ſhe is fo ſenſible of your Regard for her, 
that ſhe will comply with every Thing that is 
conſiſtent with her Duty, and not repugnant 
to Prudence. She has ſtarted ſome material 
Objections, which ſhe inſiſts on being remov- 
ed before ſhe can conſent to give her Hand 
where you direct it, and they are of ſuch a Na- 
ture, that I am certain you will approve her 
Caution. The firſt, and moſt material, is, 
Whether your Son is not already engaged and 


provided with a Wiſe ?—Engaged ! fays Mr. 


Ruſlick ; no, no! If that is the moſt ſigni- 
ſicant Objection, it will ſoon be removed. 
Why, he dare as well be damned as think of 
ſuch a Thing without my Conſent. Blood! 
I would ſacrifice him if I thought But come, 
let us hear the reſt. Indeed, Sir, ſays Dr. 
Text, | am afraid that Objection will not be 
ſo eaſily removed; for there has been a Ru- 
mour of late, that Mr. Roger is actually mar- 
ried, and Married ] exclaimed Mr. Ruſtict; 
'Tis a Lie ! and made on Purpoſe to bale 
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my Intentions! But it will not do; I will call 
up Roger this Moment, and have the Truth. 
They al! would have expoſtulated with him, 
but in vain; for he was deaf to every Impulſe 
of Reaſon ; and afiuated only by Rage, he 
called with a Violence that alarmed the Fa- 
mily. But his Son was not at home; he was 
gone that Evening to Farmer J/hit?'s, where 
they ſaid he viſited frequently. In the Exceſs 
of his Paſſion he would not employ a Do- 
meſtic to go for him, but ordered his Horſes 
and ſallied out in the utmoſt Fury in Purſuit 
of him. The Violence with which he rode, 
made them anxious for his Safety; but in the 
Situation of Mind he was in, that was the leaſt 
of his own Concern, We will loſe Sight of 
him for ſome "lime, as his Family did, and 
return up Stairs, where was held a deep Con- 
ſultation how to act, in caſe Mr. Ruſtick 
ſhould on his Return, and the Aggravation of 
his Son's Miſconduct, procced to Extremities, 
and turn Charlotte out of Doors. After a ſhort 
Deliberation, it was reſolved ſhe ſhould take 
Refuge. at the Doctor's, till an Opportunity 
happened to, provide for her, or till they had 
received a Letter from Mr. Traffict, to whom 
it was propoſed to write immediately, and aſk 
his, Advice at ſo critical a JunClure, Char 
lotte 
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latte was determined at all Events; from the 
firſt Mention of Mr. Ruſti#'s Propoſal, not to 
comply with it, and that in caſe there ſhould 
be a Contrivance to huſh his Marriage with 
Molly, by pecuniary Methods, ſhe would on the 
fu ſt Opportunity leave the Houle, and apply 
for Protection to Dr. Text. For of all the 
Misfortunes that threatened her in her Journey 
through Life, none appeared fo intollerable as 
that of being married to young Nuſtict. But 
an Affair ſoon happened, that put an End to 
any farther Deliberation on this Head, and 
opened a new Scene of Life for our Heroine; 
this was no leſs than the Death of Mr. Ruf- 
tick, who riding with an unuſual Impetuoſity, 
his Horſe ſtumbled, and flung him at ſome 
Diſtance, where he pitched upon his Head, 
and broke his Neck. It was ſome Hours be- 
fore the Intelligenc of this Accident arrived at 
Home, where it was firſt known, by ſome 
Labourers returning from their daily Work, 
who found him in the State already deſcribed, 
They immediately applied proper Remedies 
and Means to recover him, but all their En- 
deavours were ineffectual, for he was already 
paſt any Recovery. 

The Concern expreſſed for the Death of 
rok — was not of ſo fincere a Nature, as 
a might 
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might: be expected ſrom Perſons of ſo much 
Humanity as his Wife and Charlotte, had his 
Conduct been in the leaſt deſerving of it; but 
he had latterly thrown off the Maſk that con- 
cealed his Vices, and began to appear the in- 
tereſt Wretch he really was. His Death hap- 
pencd at a Juncture when he had determined 
to carry his Deſigns into Execution, and there- 
by freed the Family in general from Appre- 
henſions that were equally diſagreeable. 

But Mrs... Ruſtick had Difficulties to ſur- 
mount, that at firſt ſeemed greater than they 
really were. So ſoon as Roger was returned, 
and informed of his Father's Death, he was 
inſenſible to every Emotion of filial Affection, 
and acted as if the Deceaſed had been an in- 
different Stranger. The Thoughts of Liberty 
and Freedom from that Reſtraint he ſuffered 
formerly, now extinguiſhed every Spark of 
Duty, and he acted in ſuch a Manner as ſoon 
convinced Mrs. Ru/7ic> (who could not for- 
bear making ſome Remonſtrances to him) that 
her Company would not be agreeable under 
the ſame Roof, and it was not long before he 
told her ſo; for on opening Mr. Ru/iict's 
Will, they found he had left her all his per- 
ſonal Eſtate, to the Amount of Fifteen hundred 
Pound;. . This was a Sum ſo much beyond 
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what his Son thought her deſerving of, that he 
told her very abruptly, that as ſhe was indebt- 
ed to his Father's Folly more than her own 
Merit, for ſuch a Legacy, he did not think 
himſelf under any Obligation to be at the 
Expence of maintaining her and her Daughter; 
and as he intended to bring home a Perſon 
he had married, ſhe muſt not expect to have 
any Share in the Management of his Family. 

This was a Declaration not in the leaſt 
dilagreeeble to Mrs. Ru/tick, who anſwered 
him, that as ſoon as ſhe had regulated her 
Affairs, ſhe propoſed quitting the Houſe ; that 
ſhe would directly write to Mr. Traffich, and 
his Anſwer ſhould determine her Removal; 
and, in the mean Time, to remove all Sub- 
ject of Diſagreement, the and her Daughter 
would go to Dr. Text's, and wait till they could 
conveniently go to London. 

Roger (whom for the future ſhe ſhall call 
Mr. Ruſtic“) was too impatient, and bore with 
too much Chagrin Mrs. Ru/lict's Inſpection of 
his Conduct, not to ſettle every Thing that 
could expedite her Departure; and ſhe, on 
the other hand, was equally deſirous of quit- 
ting a Place which had been, and was likely 
to continue diſagreeable to her. The Affairs 
relative to them both were not long regulating, 

and 
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and Mrs, Nuſtict receiving an Anſwer from 
Mr. Trafich, and at the ſame Lime an Invi- 
tation to his Houſe, ſhe with Pleaſure accept- 
ed the Offer; and having paid her Compli- 
ments to the Doctor, there was a moſt friend- 
ly Parting between them, not without many 
endearing Expreſſions to his Charlotte, whoſe 
quitting them, he ſaid, was like the. Loſs of 
another Bevilia. 

In a few Days Mrs. Ruftick and her 
Daughter ſet out for London, and Mr. Nuſtict, 
whom we ſhall leave for the preſent, was not 
long before he brought home his Spouſe, and 
in ſome Time after, was informed that Flight 
had made a Confeſſion of their mutual Pro- 


ceedings. 
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CHA a XVIII 


Mrs. Ruſtick comes 15 7 on, 455 e 
with Mr. Traffick a new Scene of Court- 


ſhip, that promiſes more favourably to 
ber Daughter than the preceding one. 


HE Reception Mrs. R»/tick, and her 

Daughter, met with from Mr. Tyaſfict, 
and his Wife, was attended with that ſincere 
Humanity and Benevolence, as peculiarly dif- 
tinguiſhed that generous Merchant. He con- 
doled with the Widow on the melancholy 
Fate of her Huſband ; but in ſuch Terms as 
convinced her, that he thought it a Mark of 
the Protection of Providence, as ſhe muſt 
have expected the worſt of Treatment, had he 
returned alive, and dragged on a Life of Mi- 
ſery with a Perſon to whom ſhe was ſo ſtrongly 
connected, and who might, through a Principle 
of Revenge, extend his Hatred to her Daughter ; 
but now ſhe was happily freed from all ſuch 
Apprehenſions, and he hoped, that the Remain- 
der of her Life would be attended with a Har- 
pineſs and Tranquility, that would atone for 
e the 


6191) 
the State of Uncaſineſs and Misſortunes ſhe 
had. ſuffered... I own, continued he, 1 have 
the greateſt Deſire of contributing to your Sa- 
tisfaction, and hope the Propoſal I have to 
make will be conſidered in that friendly Light 
I offer it. You are now once more indepen- 
dant, and have ſeen yourſelf and Daughter 
expoled to very ſevere Trials. I offer my 
Houſe as an Azylum for you both ; I have, 
thank God, acquired by my Induſtry a con- 
fiderable Fortune, and have but one Child to 
leave it to. This makes me capable of in- 
dulging my Friendſhip for you and Charlotte ; 
and as to any Expence attending it, that you 
may object to, the Pleaſure my Wife and I 
will enjoy in having ſo agreeable Friends con- 
ſtant Company, will infinitely over-ballance it. 
I have a Heart that tenderly compaſſionates 
the Diſtreſſes you have ſuffered, and the early 
Sufferings of your Daughter, whom I ſhall ever 
love and regard for filial Affection, and could 
wiſh—But here he ſtopped ; and Mrs. Rv/ich, 
{truck with the Generoſity of this Offer, was 
in ſuch Confuſion, that it was ſome Time 
e' er ſhe could recover Spirits to anſwer him. 


She returned him Thanks in the moſt grate- 
ful Manner, but begged to be excuſed from 


e ſuch a diſtinguiſhing Proof of bis 
| Friend- 
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Friendſhip, ſince ſhe ſhould be fo great an In- 


cumberance ; at the ſame Time acquainting 
him of the Legacy bequeathed to her by Mr, 


Ruftick, with which ſhe hoped to maintain her- 
felf, by going into ſome Way of Buſineſs, 
Her Refuſal did not diſcourage Mr. Trafic, 
who again urged his Propoſal with ſo much 
Earneſtneſs, and Friendſhip, that ſhe was at 
at length induced to conſent. And, in conſe- 
quence Mrs. Ruftick, and her Daughter, took 
up their Reſidence at his Houſe, where they 
had genteel Apartments allotted to them, and 
a Servant whoſe Buſineſs was alone to attend on 
them. Here Mrs. Ru/tick enjoyed all the Sweets 
of a ſincere Friendſhip, and that Pleaſure that 
ariſes from an uninterrupted Harmony. When 
ſhe received the Bequeſt of her deceaſed Huſ- 
band, ſhe conſulted with Mr. Traſet on the 
moſt advantageous Means to diſpoſe of it. I, 
ſaid he, for ſome Time paſt, have been con- 
ſidering of ſomething that I believe will deter- 
mine you. The Money that Charlotte has in 
the Funds, brings in but a ſmall Intereſt ; it 
might be improved in a Manner ſo as to en- 
creaſe her Fortune, and at the ſame Time be 
equally ſecure, and the Money you have received 
may be diſpoſed of in the like Manner if you 
approve of it, I am ſure, Sir, faid Mrs. Ru/- 
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tick, there is nothing you can propoſe, whoſe 
diſintereſted Friendſhip I have experienced, 
that I will not agree to. If, replied Mr. 
Traffick, I have contributed to your Satisfac- 
tion, I am happy ; but what I propoſe, is 
this; I would take your Money ; and your 
Daughter's by way of Loan, and employ it in 
Trade, which will (pleaſe God) conſiderably 
augment it, and the While I had it in my 
Hands, I would aſſign over an Equivalent in 
the Funds to you both, of which you might re- 
ceive the Intereſt, at the ſame Time that your 
real Capital would be encreafing itſelf, What 
think you, Madam, of this Scheme? Think, 
Sir, ſaid Mrs. Nſtick I can only think, 
that you intend to lay me under ſuch Obli- 
gations, and ſo many, that my Gratitude will 
want even Words to expreſs my Acknow- 
ledgments. I ſubmit myſelf entirely to your 
Direction in this Affair. Indeed, Madam, ſays 
Charlotte, I am afraid Mr. Trafick will en- 
gage more than my Regard, if he thus puts it 
out of our Power to make ſuitable Returns to 
his generous Friendſhip ; and I muſt own, I 
ſhould not be. a little uneaſy if I was Mrs. 
Trafjick, My Dear, ſaid Mrs. Trafjick, I am 
ſo accuſtomed to his Diſpoſition, that I ſhould 
be ſurprized if he omitted any Opportuuity of 
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contributing to the Happineſs of any of hi 
Fellow Creatures. Hold your Tongue, young 
Lady, replied Mr. Trafjick, addreſſing himſel 
to Charlotte, you may have a larger Intereſi 
in my Heart than you are aware of; I am 
now in the Decline of Life, but hope to live 
to ſee you as compleatly happy as I am grieved 
you have been miſerable. At leaſt, you may 
depend on my ſincereſt Endeavours for you 
Succeſs. 

Mrs. Ruſtick, convinced of the Advantage that 
muſt accrue by throwing her Money into 
Trade, immediately ſurrendered her's to Mr, 
Traffich, and Charlotte, who was guided and 
directed by her Mother, readily acquieſced 
with the Terms of the Agreement, and ac- 
cordingly received Aſſignments from the Mer- 
chant, to the Amount of three Thouſand two 


Hundred Pounds. 
The vaſt Buſineſs and extenſive Ps | 


that Mr. Trafjick had, obliged him to fee and 
receive much Company, amongſt whom Char- 
latte had many Admirers, and was addreſſed by 
ſome very eminent Merchants on the Score 
of Matrimony. Her Mother leſt the Diſpo- 
fal of her Hand to herſelf, but was ſurpriſed 
to ſee her reject very advantageous Offers with 
much Indifference. Tt mult be confeſſed Mr. 
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Traffick uſed to expreſs a more than ordinary 
Satisfaction at her Refuſals, which much ama- 
zed Mrs. Ruflich, as ſhe could not form any 
Conjecture why he ſhou'd be fo ſenſibly inte- 
reſted in her Daughter's not accepting Propo- 
ſals, ſome of which the herſelſ approved. Char 
htte always told her Mother, in the frequent 
Converſations they had on this Subject, that 
ſhe lived very happily at preſent, and did not 
chuſe to engage lo ſoon in a State of Life fo 
very precarious ; and befides, could not ſay, that 
ſhe liked any of thoſe that had paid their Ad- 
dreſſes to her, with that ſincere Regard which 
was io neceſſary to mae a married State happy 
and ealy, Mrs. Rigfic was fatisfied with theſe 
Reaſons, and was pleaſed that Charlotte, who 
was near 'I'wenty-on-, had fo juſt a Notion of 
ſo material an Engagement ; and for the future 
never more preſſed her on that Head. 

In this happy Tranquillity and Eaſe did they 
live for above a Year, when Mr. Trafict's Son 
returned Home, to the inexpreſſible Joy of the 
whole Family, as he ſeemed to inherit all his 
Father's Virtues; and gave Hopes of his copy- 
ing, in every Reſpect, ſo good an Original, 
He was tall and well-made, very agreeable in 
his Manner of Addreſs, and his Temper fo hap- 
pily compoſed as to endear him to all who knew - 
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him. He had ſeen Miſs Villars when he wa, 
laſt in Hug land, and had entertained à Revogr| 
for her as permanent as his Abſence, and in. 
creaſed on finding her ſettled at his Father's, 
where ihe ſhone ſort! in all the Bloom o. Beauty 
and of Youth. Fe aw his Father ever expreſl. 
ing himſelf, when he mentioned her, wit'u the 
higheſt Encomiums on her Conduct. He had, 
by living in the ſame tTouſe with her, an Op. 
portunity of enjoying her Company; and, by 
a thouſand obliging Services, endeayoured to 
recommend himſeli to her. Indeed, whatever 
was the Reaſon, ſhe very ſeldom choſe to g0 
abroad, except on ſome little Parties of Plea- 
ſure, in which ſhe was conſtantly attended by 
young Traffick. His Attachment to her was vi 
ſible to all the Family; and his Father in par- 
ticular, who watched his Motions with an Eye 
of Scrutiny. One Day, that his Son and Char- 
. Jotte were gone on an Excurſion to Richmond, he, 
with an Air of Chearfulneſs and Satisfaction, 
addreſſed Mrs. Ru/!:c> It gives me, ſaid he, 
the greateſt Pleaſure to find my Son delighted 
with an Opportunity of enjoying the Company 
of Miſs Villars; and that he ſeems to have a 
Regard for her I deſire; ſince, I muſt own, I 
always wiſhed him to make a Choice that mult 
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alone contribute to his Happineſs : J approve of 
it my ſelf ſo far as concerns me as a Parent but 
ſhould be glad to know your Sentiments, as [ 
would not ſuffer him any longer to encourage a 
fruiclels Paſſion, if you or Charlotte have any 
Objection to his Addreſſes. So far from being 
ciſagreeable to me, Sir, ſaid Mrs. Ru/tich, that 
I wiſn Charlatte may be ſo happy as to engage 
his Affections, ſince you approve it; but let us 
wait a little, and leave it to them to make a 
Confeſſion 3 though I could wiſh they had 
ſome Time, before they enter into Engagements 
that are for Life. There I am of your Opini- 
on, replied Mr. Tract, for which Reaſon he 
ſhail go another Voyage up the Streights, before 
J will conſent to any matrimonial Scheme. 
That will ſoon be over; and, as Part of his 
Freight, he ſhall take ſome of your Money, or, 
at leaſt, a Venture for you; for I have ſent out 
to the Eat Indies, Two thouſand Pounds on 
your joint Account ; and when they are mar- 
ned, as I muſt indulge that happy Thought, I 
wit! be a Father to Charlotte, and give her a 
Fortune that ſhall ſet him up for himſelf; in the 
mean time, let us keep our Intentions ſecret, 
even from thoſe who are moſt concerned in 
them. Mrs. R#u/7ich agreed to this with the 
greateſt Pleaſure, gratefully acknowleging his 
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Goadnefs, who expreſſed fo fincere a Regatd 
for her Daughter's future Happinc ſs. 

Things remained in this Situation for ſome 
Time, when an Accident happened, that was 
productive of that Conſeſlion from his Son Mr. 
Traffick ſo ardently deſired. Every Saturday 
they: uſed to go into the Country, to an Houſe 
at {/ewworth, that Mr. Traffick had bought, and 
retired to paſs the Sunday at. One Day they 
had juſt arrived at it, when, by a Coach driving 
violently by, the Chaiſe, in which Charlotte and 
his Son were, overturned. Young Trafjict im- 
mediately recovered himſelf, but ſhe had fainted 
with the Fright, and lay extended on the 
Ground; he ſnatched her up in his Arms, and 
bore her almoſt lifeleſs Body to the Houſe; 


where he had no ſooner depoſited the lovely 


Charge, than he broke out into the moſt ten- 
der Exclamations; and, forgetting the Pre- 
ſence of his Mother and Mrs. Ru/tict, on his 
Knees ſeized her Hand, and bathed it with his 
Tears. Thou deareſt Charmer of my Soul, 
cried he] open once more thoſe Eyes, and 
bleſs me with a Conviction of your Life ; for 
by Heavens, I will not ſurvive you one Mo— 
ment! Curſed Want of Caution, that has 
robbed me of all my Happineſs ! and made me, 


Wretch as I am, acceſſary to the Lofs ! Good 
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leaven, pity my Grief, and reſtore my Gar- 
It to me; for without her I cannot, will not: 
live! The Means they had uſed to recover her, 
ſucceeded ; and the firſt Object, that preſented 
(elf to her ſcarce recoliefted Senſes, was 
young Traffick at her Feet. He ſeemed frantic 
and wild with Joy, at finding ſhe ſuffæred only 
by the Fright 3 but was confounded at his Fa- 
ther's Diſcovery of his Paihton ; when that in- 
Julgent Parent freed him from his Apprehen- 
ſons on that Account; and told him, that the 
Accident, which gave Birth to his Declara- 
tion, could not but be eſteemed a fortunate one, 
ſince attended with no Inconvenience but the 
Fright. I, ſaid. Mr. Traffick, have for a long 
time, with the utmoſt Pleaſure and Satisfaction, 
ob{-rved your Attachment to that amiable young 
Lady; and have waited to ſee ſome diſtinguiſh- 
us Mark of your Affection. Do not any 
longer fear to continue your Addrefles ; but 
endeavour to merit an Eſteem, that will fo 
much contribute to your Happineſs, But, at 
the ſame time that I approve your Paſſion, do 
not imagine, I would have her perfecuted with 
a Courtſhip that, perhaps, may prove diſagree- 
able to her. No, though I have ſo much yous 
Happineſs at Heart, I would not have you pur- 
chaſe it at the Expence of that of another, whoſe 
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filial Duty and Affection may influence her, 
out o Gratitude, to beſtow her Hand where 
her Ecari has no Share. 

Thou befi of Parents, anſwered young 77, 
how ſhall I repay this extenſive Goudneſ ? 
How make an cqual Return to ſo much tender 
Concern for my Welfare and Happineſs ? H own 
I have long loved Miſs /lars : Loved her with 
the moſt ſincere Regard ; admiring thoſe Per- 
ſections that raiſe her, in my Eſteem, beyond 
any of her Sex: Yet I have never, till this 
Hour, preſumed to tell her that J love. Your 
Approbation may give that Succeſs my Fear of 
oſfending has hitherto prevented. 

In the mean time, Mrs. Traffick and Mrs, 
Ruftick had taken Charlotte to her Chamber, 
who ſeemed concerned, leaſt young Trafjit 
ſhould have ſuffered from the Accident that had 
happened ; and,. in her Enquiry, expoſed, to 
the diſcerning Eye of her Mother, the real Si- 
tuation of her Heart, in ſuch Terms as ſatished 
her, there needed no Scrutiny to ſound her Af- 
ſections. This was immediately communicated 
to the Father, who, one Day after Dinner, be- 
gan the Converſation, as had been projected be- 
fore-hand between Mrs. Rvftick and him, | 
hope, Madam, ſaid he, addreſſing himſelf to 
her, that I have not been deficient in any thing 
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that has offered, to convince you of my Friend- 
ſhip and Eſteem : I would with Pleaſure con- 
tribute to every Scheme that might add to it, 
and make it deſcend to our Children, My Son 
here has confeſſed to me an Inclination for your 
Daughter. | own, I never approved forcing a 
Child to make them unhappy, mercly for the 
Sake of gratifying myſelf : If he has Merit to 
deſerve your Daughter's Regard, I hope your 
Concurrence to the Foundation of his future 
Happineſs. Mr. Trafji:k, faid Mrs. Ruflich, I 
am ſenſible of your Generoſity and Friendſhip 
in this Propoſal, and hope Charlaite has a due 
Senſe of the many good Qualities Mr. Traffick 
is poſſeſſed of: If ſhe approves his Paſſion I 
frecly conſent. My Duty, Madam, anſwered 
Miſs /illars, has ever directed me to ſtudy your 
Satisfaction 3 and I ſhall not refuſe my Hand 
where it is deſired by thoſe whom I am con- 
vinced have no Views, but my Happineſs in it. 
Mr. Traffick embraced her with the greateſt 
ſoy; and, giving her Hand to his Son, told 
him, he now preſented him with a more valu- 

able Preſent than his extenſive Wealth; ſince, 

ſaid he, the Poſſeſſion of the one is precarious, 

the Friendſhip of the other permanent as Life. 

The Extaſy of his Son was ſuch, as cannot be 


conceived, but by thoſe alone who feel the no- 
K 5 ble 
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ble Paſſion in its defecated Purity ; and would 
require Sentiments, as yet unknown, to paint 
their Warmth. An univerſal Satisfaction dif. 
fuſed itſelf through the whole Family at the 
Proſpect of ſo agreeable an Union; though 
Mr. Traffick did not ſeem to be over haſty in 
forwarding the Marriage, declaring, he in- 
tended Charlotte's future Huſhand ſhould make 
another Voyage before they were marricd ; and 
that he would give him an Opportunity of ſhew- 
ing his Love for her, by giving him a Freight 
in her Name. 

This Reſolution, which might have appeared 
in a very diſagreeable Light to Perſons, who en- 
tertained not ſuch high Notions of Duty and fi- 
lial Affection as our deſtined Pair, was regarded 
by them in the indulgent friendly Manner it 
was intended. And when every thing was re- 
gulated, and a Ship freighted with thoſe Com- 
modities which would turn to moſt Account in 
Turky, young Trac“ went on Board, where, 
before he failed, they had an elegant Enter— 
tainment, ſuch as ſuited the bountiful Difpoſi- 
tion of the Giver. When it was over, they 
parted : Our Charlotte and her Lover in the moſt 
tender Manner; and Mr. Traffick and his Fa- 
ther and Mother, with all the Marks of a ſin- 
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cere Affection. They returned Home, and he, 
with the firſt fair Wind, began his Voyage. 
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An unexpected Accident calls them to. France, 
where young Traffick lies ill at Mar- 
ſeilles. They viſit Aix, and return again 
to Marſeilles. 


R. Trafjick every Day gave Charlotte In- 
ſtances of his Regard, and treated her, 
in every Reſpect, as if ſhe had already been his 
Daughter; endeavouring to ſoften the Uneafi- 
neſs, the Abſence of a Perſon ſo dea to her 
muſt neceſſarily occaſion. But what much al- 
leviated her Concern, was the Arrival of Dr. 
Text and his Siſter in Town, who immediately 
waited on Mrs Ru/tick and her, Daughter, and 
were introduced, to; Mr. Traffick and his Wife, 
as Perſons to whom, in the Life-time of Mr. 
Ruſtich, they were much obliged. Mrs. Ruf+ 
tick ſoon, informed them of Charlotte's happy Sis 
tuation and Proſpect; and, at the ſame time, 
enquired. about thoſe Friends and Acquaintances 
ſhe had leſt in the Country. Said Miſs Text, 
there 
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there has been ſtrange Revolutions in moſt of 
the Families in our Part of the World: Sir P 
ſitive Stout is dead, and, by a Kind of Com- 
punction, has left his Eſtate t6 the Gentleman 
who was the right Heir, and had retired to 
France with his Wife : But he is now come over 
to take Poſſeſſion of it; and I own, I think, in 
every Refpect, he is deſerving of a better Fate 
that what he has for ſome Years experienced. 


He has left his Wife and a Neice at Marſeilles, | 


till he has regulated his Affairs; and then pro- 
poſes bringing them over here, to ſettle entirely. 
As to Mr. Ru/#:ch, he has turned his Wife out of 
Doors, and lives without having any Connec- 
tion with the neighbouring Gentry, by whom 
he is moſt heartily deſpiſed ; much on his own 
Account, but more on Miſs Yi/larfs, whom 1 
cannot but congratulate on her preſent Proſpect, 
eſpecially when I recollect the happy Eſcape 
from the Schemes of your late Huſband, The 
Misfortunes that I have ſuffered, anſwered Mrs. 


 Ruſtich, give a greater Reliſh to the Happineſs [ 


enjoy now: Nor have J any thing left to wiſh, 
but-the making Charlotte deſerving her deſtined 
Huſband, whom I really think a moſt worthy ac- 
compliſhed young Man. A Villain has deprived 
her of her Birthright; but Heaven was willing 
to make Mr. Traſfbs Generoſity the more con- 

ſpicuous. 
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ſpicuous. Do not call that Generoſity, ſaid 
the Merchant, that is founded on intereſted 
Views, for ſuch mine actually are: Could I 
know a Perſon in the World, more capable of 
making a ſenſible Man happy than Miſs Villarc, 
I ſhould have choſen her for my Son; and, as 
to her Fortune, if Succeſs attends the Schemes 
that I have purſued, ſhe wil! not have a very 
contemptible one: But I could wiſh this Sub- 
ject diſcontinued, ſince I own it gives me Pain. 
The Converſation then turned on indifferent 
Topics, and the Day was ſpent very agree— 
ably. 

In the mean time, young Traffck miſſed no 
Opportunity of writing to them ; and, as he had 
been abſent five Months, his coming home was 
ſoon expected ; when, to the Grief of the whole 
Family, a Letter came, informing them, that, in 
his Return homewards, he was drove by Streſs 
of Weather into Marſeilles, and had been taken 
dangerouſly ill there of a Fever. This was a 
Piece of News, that could not fail of alarming 
them; in Conſequence of which Mr. Trafick 
determined to go there, and take his Wife, 
Mrs. Ru/tich and her Daughter, with him. Af- 
fection and Concern were two intereſting Cauſes 
that urged. their Expedition; and, having re- 
— the Conducting of his Buſineſs in his 

F Abſence, 
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Abſence, this tender Father ſet out for France. 
As their Minds were too intent on the melan- 
choly Occaſion of their viſiting that Country, 

Novelty loſt its Charm; and the admired Beau- 

ties of that Place could not engage an Atten- 

tion beſtowed on the Recovery of a more valu- 
able Blefling. 

When they arrived at Marſeilles, to the in- 
expreſſible Satisfaction of them all, they found 
young The much better than the Accounts, 
they had received, ſeemed to prognoſticate; 
and the Sight of Perſons ſo dear to him, could 
not fail of a ſalutary Effect. And, indeed, he 
had not long been happy in the Company ol 
thoſe, who were ſo tenderly intereſted in his 
Recovery, before he gave viſible Signs of 
Amendment. Mr. Trafjic#, in the mean time, 
ordered the Ship to procced on her Voyage 
Home, intending that, as ſoon as his Son was 
able to bear them Company, he would viſt 


what was moſt worthy the Obſcrvation of a 
Traveller. 


When young Traffick had recovered hou his 
Indiſpoſition, ſo as to bear the Fatigue of Tra- 
velling, his Father took him to Aix in Pro- 
vence, where the Goodneſs of the Air would 
contribute to the Eſtabliſhment of his Health; 
and the Entertainments of the Place afford an 

agreeable 


T 
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agreeable Amuſement, till they returned to 
Marſeilles ; which they intended to do, that 
they might have an Opportunity of ſeeing the 
Proceſſion always made by the Slaves, whoſe 
Freedom was purchaſed by certain Fathers of 
Redemption, who were daily expected there 
from Algiers, While they were at Aix, their 
Days paſſed in an agreeable Variety of Pleaſure ; 
and the vaſt Concourſe of Company made tho 
Time glide away imperceptibly. During their 
Reſidence here, there happened an Affair that 
entirely engroſſed the Attention of the Public. 
A Nobleman, who was well advanced in 
Years, and went by the Name of Count Souli/e, 
had married a young Lady of good Family, and 
brought her to Aix, to ſhare the Amulements, 
and enjoy the Gaieties of a Place reſorted to by 
the politeſt Company in France. The Counteſs 
had formerly been courted by a young Gentle- 
man, who was an Officer; but his Addreſſes 
were diſapproved of by her Parents, on Account 
of the Diſparity of Circumſtances, though they 
entertained a mutual Regard for each other ; 
and the Count immediately after making his 
Propoſals, they were accepted of ; and ſhe was 
compelled to beſtow her Hand, to gratify the 
Ambition of her Relations, who were dazzled 
with the Proſpect of a Title: This was a Miſ- 


fortune 
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fortune the young Officer was not provided 
againſt; and, though he frequently had Op— 
portunities of ſecing and converſins with the 
Counteſs, and pleading the Severity of liis For- 
tune, in being Ceprived of the Hopes of ever 
having her, yet ſhe always anſwered his Com- 
plaints with the moſt ſtrict Regard to Virtue, 
thoug' they equally lamented their Separation. 
The Officer, deſperate at his Want of Succeſs, 
communicated to a Friend of his, a Scheme lie 
had formed, and begged his Aſſiſtance. He 
provided himſelf with Woman's Apparel, and 
dreſſed in them; and, as he was young and 
handſome, the Deception eaſily paſt. He found 
Means to be recommended to the Count, as a 
proper Perſon to wait upon his Lady, and was 
accepted of. In this Situation, one would ima- 
vine he ſhould have diſcovered himſelf to the 
Counteſs; but he did not : He had a deeper 
Scheme which ſucceeded to his Wiſh. The 
Count, ſome time after he had been in the Ser- 
vice, expreſſed a more than ordinary Liking to 
this ſeeming Maid, and beſtowed extraordinary 
Preſents on her, to engage her Affection and 
Silence. The Officer, in the mean time, uſed 
every Artifice of aſtected Coyneſs to increaſe his 
Paſſion, which at laſt was fo ungovernable, that 

| he 
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he found his Scheme was ripe for Execution; 
and he prepared to effect it, 

He ſeemed to be prevailed on by the Count's 
Generoſity and Love; and accordingly ap- 
pointed a Place for a Rendezvous. He ac» 
quainted his Friend with his Tranſactions, and 
gave him Inſtructions in what Manner to pro- 
ceed. The Countels perceived a ſenſible Dif- 
ference in the Behaviour of her Huſband, ſince 
ſhe entertained this new Maid in her Service» 
and ſuſpected the *I'ruth. In the Midſt of theſe 
her Conjectures, ſhe was cofirmed by the In- 
formation of the Officer's Friend, who gave 
her Hints that amounted to a Proof of the 
Count's Infidelity ; and was told by him of the 
Place and Time appointed for their Rendez- 
vous; and was made to believe, that their In- 
trigue was of ſome Standing. Exaſperated at 
this Intelligence, ſhe conſulted with him on the 
moſt effectual Means to detect her Huſband in 
ſuch a Manner as might convince the World 
of the Injury ſhe received. This was all the 
Friend wanted. He told her, he knew the 
People of the Houſe, and would take Care to 
provide a Room adjacent to that they uſed to 
mect in, where he would adviſe her to bring a 
few particular Friends, as Witneſſes to the 
Count's Diſgrace. 


This 
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This Scheme was agreed to, and the Officer 
acquainted with it. When the Day came that 
was appointed for this important Diſcovery, 
the Counteſs, with three intimate Friends, 
came early to the Houſe, and were accommo— 
dated with a Room, where they had not long 
waited, beſore they ſaw the Count come in quite 
muffled. up, and retire to a Chamber, ſepa- 
rated from theirs. only by a thin Wainſcot Par- 
tition ; the Officer ſoon followed, dreſſed in a 
gentee] Nepgligee. The enamoured Count 
made her a conſiderable Preſent, and the other 
deſignedly engaged him in a Converſation about 
his Wife; but the unfortunate Saubiſe was too: 
much engaged in the Proſpect of promiſed, 
Happineſs to entertain at that Moment any fa- 
vourable Idea of her, and expreſſed himſelf in 
fuch a Manner, beſtowing the tendereſt Ca- 
reſſes on the Object of his Paſſion, as enraged. 
his Lady beyond any Degree of Patience, who 
burſting open the Door, found the Count li- 
berally embracing the patient Officer, who im- 
mediately found Means to diſengage himſelf, 
and retire from this Scene of Confuſion; and 
going to his Friend's Houſe, reſumed his pro- 
per Dreſs ; which, when he had done, he re- 
paired back again to execute the Remainder 
of his Deſign, There he found the unhappy 

Huſband 
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Huſband overwhelmed with Shame aud Con- 
ſuſion, hanging down his Head, and bearing 
with Patience the Reproaches of his exaſpe- 
rated Wife, and her Friends, who joined in 
her Reſentment, though ſhe alone had been 
injured. When the Officer entered the Room, 
he aggravated the Count's Behaviour, inſtead 
of endeavouring to palliate his Infidelity, but 
ſaid, he hoped this would not become publick, 
as it might be prejudicial to their future Peace, 
and make it miſerable to live together. The 
Counteſs declared' ſhe never more would co- 
habit with him. The Officer preſſed her to 
return home, which at laſt ſhe conſented to do, 
and in the Height of her Reſentment he plead- 
ed his former Paſſion, and the Sacrifice ſhe had 
Leen made to gratify the Ambition of her Re- 
lations, with fo much Art, that ſhe was pre- 
vailed upon to go away with him, which ſhe 
ſoon did, taking all her Jewels, and whatever 
elle was portable of Value, leaving the Count 
to bear the Ridicule of the Company there, 
and repent his having ſo precipitately engaged 
in an Intrigue with a Perſon whoſe Sex he was 
ſo totally ignorant of. But he ſeemed to bear 
it with much Reſolution, though the Particu- 
lars of the Affair was induſtriouſly propagated 


by 
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by the Officer's Friend, who had been ſo in- 


ſtrumental in carrying on the Deception. 
Young Trafict's Health being entirely eſta. 
bliſhed, the Company ſet out for 7rſcilles, go- 
ing by eaſy Stages, that they might have an 
Opportunity cf viſiting and ſeeing whatſoever 
was Curious or entertaining in their Road there, 
where they arrived in ten Days; and as the 
Veſlels expected from Algiers were not yet 
come, they propoſed to viſit the Monaſterics 
and Convents, of which there are Numbers 
there, They met with the moſt obliging Re- 
ception in all of them, and particularly in 
one, where the Lady Abbeſs was originally of 
an Engliſh Family, that had retired there to 
enjoy the Practice of their Religion with more 
Freedom, and was always pleaſed when ſhe 
had an Opportunity of receiving any Perſons 
from a Country ſhe regarded as her Native 
one. Mrs. Ruſtic, and Charlotte, were much 
pleaſed with this Lady's Affability and agree- 
able Converlation, which was entircly ab- 
ſtracted from that unpleaſing Auſterity aſſumed 
by many of thoſe unfortunate Ladies, who are 
often ſent into Convents to eaſe a Family 
from the Expence of providing for them ; and 
being at brit deceived with the ſeeming Hap- 
pineſs the Nuns enjoy, ſoon are convinced of 
the 
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the real Miſery of ſuch a Life, and in Time 
grow out of Jumour with all the World, 
whole Liberty they envy, without any Proſpe 
of ever enjoying their own, after they have 
once talen the Veil, Though there are many 
who chuſe to ſeclude themſelves from any 
Commerce or Communication with any Com- 
pany whatſover, ſometimes upon the Death 
of a lamented Huſband, but oſtener on Ac- 
count of Misfortunes which they think them- 
ſelves exempted from, in their Retirement here. 
One Evening that Mrs. Ruſtich, and the re(t 
of the Company were at the Convent I have 
mentioned, the Converſation turned upon Eug— 
land, where the Abbeſs ſaid ſhe had many Re- 
lations {till living. There has been here, ſaid 
ſhe, lately, one Mr. O/s2rn, and his Lady, 
who have lived in this Country for ſome Years, 
but are now gone to ſettle at home, having 
an Eſtate left to them, of which, on Account 
of his marrying contrary to his Father's Incli- 
nations, he was diſinherited. [hey have left be- 
hind them a Niece, who has choſen my Houſe for 
Reſidence. She is poſſeſſed of many good Qua- 
lities, but has met with Misfortunes that have 
induced her to retire from the World; I will 
introduce ther to you as a Perſon really de- 
ſerving your Compaſſion. Here ſhe rung a 
Bell, 
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Bell, and deſired one of the Novitiates to 
call Mrs Hoille (for that was the Lady's Name) 
the ſoon came, and the ſettled Melancholy 
that was ſeated on her Brow, prepoſſeſſed im- 
mediately the Company in her Favour. They 
| begged of her to be ſeated, and with much 
Tenderneſs lamented the Cauſes that had ob- 
liged her to take a Reſolution fo inconſiſtent 
with her Age, and admired that a Perſon ſo 
young could have Reſolution enough to bear 
the Thoughts of ſecluding herſelf from the En- 
joyment of the Pleaſures and Gayeties of Life 
that ſhe might yet taſte. I have alrcady ex- 
perienced ſo much, anſwered Mrs. Veill:, 
that I am fearful of what may happen ; and 
there have been ſome very uncommon Events 
attending my Life; it may perhaps be inte- 
reſting enough to relate them to you. The 
Company expreſſing a Deſire to be informed, 
after a few Minutes Recollection, ſhe began 
her Diſcourſe in the following Terms. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX. 
The Hiſtory of Mrs. Voible. 


k Y Father, the younger Son of a very 

good Family, was put an Apprentice 
to a genteel Trade, in which being ſettled, 
and having a good Proſpect of Succeſs, he 
married my Mamma, the Daughter of a neigh- 
bouring Tradeſman, with whom he had a 
Fortune equal to his Expectations: I was the 
only Fruit of their Marriage, and when I was 
ten Years old, loſt the beſt of Fathers. My 
Mother then retired to a Houle in J/eſtminſter 
(out of the, City), which ſhe furniſhed, and 
propoſed letting the beſt Apartments as a Help 
to diſcharge the Rent. It was here I firſt ſaw 
Mr. Voible; he came to lodge at our Houſe, 
when I had reached my eighteenth Year, and 
ſoon began to ſhew particular Marks of his 
Eſteem for me. My Mother beheld this Par- 
ticularity with much Uneaſineſs, and ſecretly 
enquired into his Character, which aftorded 
little Satisfaction to her. His Father, ſhe was 
informed, was a Sea-Officer, but being in- 
volved in Debt, had retired to a ſmall pater- 
nal Eſtate in the Country, to avoid his Credi- 
tors. 
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tors. She often cautioned me againſt liſtening 
to his his Son's Addreſſes, and one Morning 
begged he would diſcharge what was in Ar- 
rear for his Lodging, and give her an Op- 
portunity of letting them to better Advan- 
tage. His Pride was piqued, and he expreſſed 
himſelf with ſome Reſentment, and concluded 
with avowing a Paſſion for me. My Mother, 
with great Calmneſs, told him, that Com- 
paſſion to an only Child made her procced to 
this Extremity. I have, continued ſhe, Mr. 
Voible, for ſome Time paſt beheld you with all 
the Art of a practiſed iſſembler, endeavour to 
captivate the Heart of a young inexperienced 
Creature. I am not to learn, that you have 
already been twice married, and, il Fame re- 
ports true, have, by very indifterent Treatment, 
contributed not a little to the Death of them; 
for the laſt, you know Decency forbids that gay 
Appearance you now make. 

You may imagine this gave me but an in- 
different Idea of Mr. Voible, yet I felt a Kind 
of Senſation I cannot expreſs. He endeavour- 
ed to invalidate theſe Aſperſions, as he called 
them, and was ſurprized at my Mother's liſten- 
ing to the Malice of his Enemies. She then 
reproached him with owing more than it was 
al for him to diſcharge z and as to any 
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Fortune he might expect with me, ſhe was de- 
termined it ſhould never be appropriated to his 
Uſe, if I ſhould be ſo much my own Enemy 
as to liſten to his Addreſſes. That Evening he 
quitted the Houſe. Not many Houſes diſtant, 
lived an old Gentleman retired from Buſineſs, 
who had a Son then at Sea, and a Daughter 
that lived with him, attending him like a 
Nurſe ; ſhe and I had been Schoolfellows, and 
Mr, Voible had often accompanied us in an 
Evening's Excurſion, Mr. Serjeant was what 


the World calls a prudent Man, and having 


more Room than Family, uſed to let his ſe- 
cond Floor; this Mr. Voible took Poſſeſſion of; 
he ingratiated himſclf with the old Gentleman, 
and ſoon engaged the Affections of the young 
Lady, who tired of the Confinement in which 
ſhe lived, was glad of an agreeable Companion; 


and being ignorant of his real Reaſon for quit- 


ting our Houſe, attributed his Removal to the 
Power of her Beauty. In ſhort, Love blinded 
her, and ſhe yielded to be married without con- 
ſulting her Father; who, on receiving the 
News of his Son's being loſt at Sea, grew me- 
lancholy, and died in leſs than a Month. Mr. 
Viible ſeemed much concerned, and carried his 
Spouſe for ſome Months into the Country, 
where he treated her with Complaiſance, but 

L at 


(218) 


at the fame time carried on an Intrigue with 
her Servant, This I learned of a Lady who 
lived near them. The Summer being pal, 
they came to Town, and the unhappy Mrs. 
Voible being overheated at a Play, was taken 
ill of the Small-Pox, and, being pretty far 
advanced in her Pregnancy, fell a Victim to 
that fatal Diſtemper. All this Time he main- 
tained his Houſe with good Credit, but the 
Loſs of his Wife made him determine to vive 
over Houſekeeping, and he applied to my Mo- 
ther for her Apartments again, declaring that 
he had diſcharged his capital Debts ; this ſhe 
refuſed, allowing him, however, to come and 
viſit us of an Evening under proper Reſtric- 
tions. 

There lodged with us, at that Time, a 
Gentleman (whoſe Name was Preelove ) and his 
Daughter, who had an independant Fortune, 
and though turned of thirty, {till unmarried, 
As ſhe was unacquainted with Mr. Voible's 
real Character, ſhe was pleaſed with his Com- 
pauy, though, as ſhe knew his Addreſſes were 
diſagreeable to my Mother, would only per- 
mit a general Converſation in her Preſence. A 
Friend of Miſs Freel;ve's, that lived at Putney 
with her Uncle, Dr. 1aithews, a Phyſician, 
invited her for a tew Days, and deſired her to 
bring 
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bring with her any Friend ſhe choſe, to make 
the Excurſion more agreeable. I was aſked, 
and obtained my Mother's Leave : We ſet out 
with a Pair of Oars, and had ſcarce got to 
Chelſca, e er we ſaw Mr. Voile following us. 
I would willingly have avoided him, but his 
Boat was lighter than ours, and he ſoon came 
up with us. As we were unwilling to expoſe 
ourſelves, we permitted him to enter our Boat 
without Hinderance, in Hopes that common 
Civility would prevent his bearing us Com- 
pany where he was not invited, So ſoon as 
we landed, he inſiſted on our accepting a Glaſs 
of Wine at a Tavern, and, on our Compli- 
ance, told us, that nothing ſhould prevent him 
from going with us to Dr. Matthews, Mrs. 
Freelode expoſtulated with him, but in vain; 
ſhe then promiſed to fend for him as ſoon as 
ſhe had made an Apology to her Friend for in- 
troducing ſuch an unexpected Viſitor. He 
would not agree to this, but conſented at laſt, 
that ſhe ſhould go firſt to the Houſe, and re- 
turn again to us; for he inſiſted J ſhould be 
left as a Security for her Return. She left us, 
and I began to argue with him on the III- 
manners he was guilty of, and the little Re- 


gard he ſhewed for my Character. He ſeized 
1 my 
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my Hand, and falling on his Knees, Angel, 
ſaid he, forgive me, forgive the Effect of the 
moſt violent Paſſion, or, by Heavens, this Mi- 
nute ſhall be my laſt, and immediately drew 
his Sword. I cried out at this Action, and 
intreated him to be more compoſed. He then 
ſeated himſelf by me. Once more, ſaid he, am 
I reconciled to Life, ſince ſhe, for whom a- 
lone I live, commands it. He then pleaded 
his Paſſion for me in the moſt engaging art- 
ful Manner; and I, who was willing to judge 
favourably of him, heard his Vows with a 
Satisfaction I could not conceal, Animated 
by my Countenance, he pleaded fo ſucceſs- 
fully, that I conſented to marry him when- 
ever he pleaſed, but inſiſted on the Preſence 
of Mrs. Freelove at the Ceremony. To this 
he agreed. She by this Time returned with 
the moſt kind Invitation, and we propoſed go- 
ing immediately, but he begged her Attention 


a few Minutes, and then informed her of his 


Succeſs. She ſeemed confounded, but on my 
aſſuring her of it, ſhe was ſatished ; and he then 
told us he had a Licence, and we ſhould be 


married that Evening. I had gone too far to 


recede, and we agreed that the r 
ſhould aſſiſt at the Wedding. | 
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We then ſet out for Doctor Matthews's, 
where we met with a very genteel Reception. 
Mrs. Freelove informing the Company of our ma- 
trimonial Deſign, they ſent for a Clergyman, and 
that Night we were married. The next Morn- 


ing it was propoſed, that Mr. Yoible ſhould return 
to Town, and call on my Mother to prevent 


any Suſpicion. The good, the tender Mother, 
anxious for her Daughter's future Welfare, in 
Terms as preſſing as Concern could dictate, in- 
treated him not to repeat his Viſits, little ſuſ- 
pecting the artful Part he had played; or the 
ungenerous Return a diſobedient Daughter had 
made to the moſt indulgent Affection of a Mo- 
ther. But I was now bound to an After liſe of 
Sorrow and Affliction. The Maid, whom I 
have mentioned to have ſhared his Regard with 
the unhappy Miſs Serjeant, had but juſt left our 
Houſe before Mr. Yoible called there. She in- 
formed my Mother, that he had, in the moſt 
villainous Manner, ſeduced her, and left her 
with Child in the Country; that, on her com- 
ing to Town, and making Enquiry, ſhe was 
informed he was paying his Addreſſes to me; 
and thought, that ſhe was obliged, as an un- 
happy Sufferer by his Villainy, to prevent the 
Sacrifice of an innocent Perſon. This my Mo- 
ther told me when I returned, That Night 
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Mr. Veille came back; and, by his Chearful- 


neſs, we imagined he had met with a favour- 
able Reception. We paſſed a Week there very 
agreeably ; at the End of which we returned 
Home. Mr. Voille ſeemed very uneaſy, which 
I attributed to his being deprived of my Com- 
pany : But, alas! how ignorant was I till af- 
terwards of his being forbid the Houſe. The 
Day after cur Arrival, Mr. Voible came to me; 
as my Mother was abroad, I immediately ad- 
mitted him; but we had ſcarce ſate down to 
Tea with Miſs Frcelave, when my Mother re- 
turned ; and, coming into the Room, with an 
angry Countenance ſternly bid him quit the 
Houſe. He would have expoſtulated, but a 
Look from me at that Time prevented it; and 
he leſt us. He then ſent a Letter to me, de- 
ſiring me to come to him : It was my Duty to 
obey ; I went to him, and we concerted Mea- 
ſures to meet frequently: But he was ſo exaſ- 
perated at my Mother's Treatment of him, that 
I could ſcarcely pacify him. In about a Month's 
Time, he came unexpectedly to our Houſe, as 
my Mother, Miſs Freelove, and I, were ſitting 
together in the Parlour ; he addreſſed himſelf to 
my Mother with much Politeneſs, and told her, 
that he hoped ſhe had no Objection now to ad- 
mitting him as a Lodger, ſince his late Beha- 
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viour might convince her, how much he re- 
ſpected her Commands. She anſwered him in 
juch a Manner, as made him loſe all Patience; 
and, ſeizing my Hand, Madam, ſaid he, this 
is my Wife ! that Lady ſaw us married! Now, 
where ſhall the retire to? For wherever ſhe is, 
there will I be. Aſtoniſhed at this Declaration, 
J appeal to you, Miſs Feelzve, ſays my Mother, 
her Eyes bathed in Tears! am I fo deceived ? 
is my Child then ruined ? and have you been 
acceſſary? Go, Monſter (to Mr. FVeible) ! go, 
where your Arts and Villainy are unknown | 
Oh! wretched, loſt Amelia! is it thus you re- 
pay that fond indulgent Concern, with which 
I endeavoured to preſerve you from the Ruin 
you have courted, I wiſh my Fears may de- 
ceive my Apprehenſions; but what Hopes of 
future Happineſs can be formed upon Diſobe- 
dience, and the Principles of a deceitful, art- 
ful Wretch ! She would have proceeded, but 
Mr, Freelove, who was juſt come in, at the 
Entreaty of his Daughter, was kind enough to 
interpoſe; and, deſired at the ſame time, to 
be informed of the Particulars of our Marriage, 
hoping there might appear ſome favourable Cir- 
cumſtances in it, that might ſoſten my Mother's 
Reſentment. Come, Madam, ſays he, I hope 
this Act of Diſobedience will not be attended 


L 4 with 


( 224 ) 


with ſuch Guilt, as to exclude Forgiveneſs and 
Pity. Dear Madam, ſaid he to me, dry up 
your Tears, and let us hear your Affair. Icol- 
lected my ſeattered Spirits, and related every 
thing as circumſtantially as I could. When I 


had concluded, he could not help exprefling 


ſome Indignation againft Mr. Voible for his Con- 
duct; but appealing to my Mother, he found 
Means to ſooth her Paflion ; and, at laſt, to 
effect a Reconciliation. | 
My Mother embraced us with the greateſt 


Tenderneſs, and never was I more happy than 
that Evening. The next Day he came home 
entirely; and for ſome Months behaved fo well, 


that ſhe bought a Commiſſion for him in a 
Marching Regiment, and ſupplied him with 
Money frequently. We diſcovered, by ſome 
Means, that he was much addiQed to Gaming ; 
and one Night, having loſt fifty Pounds upon 
Honour, came home quite out of Temper : 
He entreated my Mother to enable him to diſ- 
Charge it. She refuſed ; and, ſome Words 
arifing, he retired, and would not (peak to me 
all Night. 

The next Morning at Breakfaſt, my Mo- 
ther told him. that ſhe was quite tired of con- 
ſtantly ſupplying him on every Occaſion; and 
deſired he would take a Houſe, and quit his 
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Lodging with her, at the fra Time telling him 
that ſhe would give him One Hundred Pounds, 
towards tyrniſhing it : He ſeemed quite ſatisfied 
and grateful, and ina few Days he took a ſmall 
gentesl, Houſe ; 3 when it was ready for our Re- 
ception we left my Mother, who promiſed to 
ſupply me with a private Purſe. 

Mr. Voible hired a Maid - Servant for me, ſo 
that nothing was wanting to make me happy 
but that material Ingredient, Affection: for 1 
had not been long in my Houſe before I diſco- 
ver'd that my Huſband was too familiar with the 
Servant (who was the very Perſon I have men- 
tioned to have called at my Mother's, when we 
were at Putney.) She aſſumed Airs of Triumph 
at my Complaints to Mr. Voible, and I know 
not what might have been the Conſequence, 
had he not received Orders to join his Regiment 
which then lay at fome Place in Yorkſhire: F 
would have gone with him, but he pleaded the 
Expence I acquieſced, and for ſome Days be- 
fore he went away thought him reformed, eſpe- 
cially as he diſcharged that Servant whoſe Beha- 
viour had ſo diſguſted me; when his Baggage 
was ready, he took his Leave ina moſt affectio- 
nate Manner, and promiſed 2 A Gueſs 
pondence. n 1 gol i; 31 $544 
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When he was gone I went to my Mother, 
who had not been near us for ſome time; in her 
Company I:;again ſeemed to enjoy a State of 
Happineſs, which was not to continue, I ex. 
peed Mr. Yoible would have wrote to me from 
his Quarters; but Weeks and Months elapſed, 
and there was no Letter. Alarmed at his Neg- 
let, I grew melancholy, though my Mother 
uſed her utmoſt. Endeavours to diſpel it, leaſt it 
might prove fatal to me in the Condition I then 
was, and flattering me with Hopes that my 
having a Child (for I was then far gone) would 
regain-his Affection; but I was born for more 
ſevere Trials. One Day in the midſt of our 
Difcourfe on theluſual Topic, JI was ſurprized 
to ſee the Girl that had been my Servant, and 
who was diſcharged by Mr. Voible, come into 
the Room, and on her Knees intreating my Par- 
don and Attention. I was agitated with too 
many different Paſſions to ſpeak to her, but my 
Mother did, and aſked her what brought her to 
us. It is, Madam, ſaid ſhe, a ſincere Concern 
for my Uſage to my Miſtreſs; but indeed it i, 
owing to the earneſt repeated Requeſt of the 
worſt of Men, who was bent on breaking the 
Peace of Mind. agd Reſt of an innocent Perſon, 
Excuſe me, dear Ladies, for aggravating his 
Conduct, and permit me to xecite ſome few Par- 
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ticulars that will juſtify my Reſentment, and in 
ſome ReſpeQ palliate my Crimes that thus have 
reduced me to an Object of Contempt. 

J am, continued ſhe, the Daughter of a 
Tradeſman of Credit, in the City of Bri/tol it 
was on an Excurſion to Bath, that I became 
firſt acquainted with Mr. Voible, "who lodged in 
the Houſe of a Relation I then viſited. He em- 
braced every Opportunity of ſhewing me the 
Entertainments of the Place, and making him- 
ſelf agreeable to me. I muſt own I was pleaſed 
with his Aſſiduity: and receiving an Invitation 
from an Aunt in London, accepted of his Com- 
pany in the Stage. Never did I obſerve a Man 
take more Pains to pleaſe than he did; but I was 
ſtil] cautious. The ſecond Morning of our 
Tourney, in helping me to a Diſh of Chocolate, 
he pour'd ſome curſed Liquid into the Cup, the 
Effects of which, I too fatally experienced; for 
he continued he Addreſſes all that Day with 
great Warmth, d, 2s if by Magic, my Cau- 
tion vani{h'd res that were ſtrange to me, 
now fluſh'd my Feart, ind that unhappy Night, 
aſter receiving the mot ſolemn Aſſurances of 
Marriage, I yielded to is Arms, the Spoils of 
Honour ad Innocence. The next Day we ar- 
rived in Town, and he carried me to the Houſe 
of a Relation, as he called it, where we remain'd 
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three Days. I frequently urged him to a Perfor. 
| Mmance of his Promiſe, but alas he put me off 


with the moſt frivolous Excuſes till reminding 
me of my Aunt, he told me we ſhould. have Op- 
portunities enough of meeting and being mar- 
ried. In the midſt of my Upbraidings we came 
to her Houſe, and knocking at the Door, he 
quitted me abruptly; ; my Spirits were much ex- 
hauſted with Vexation; and the Reflection of 
what I had done, almoſt drove me to Diſtrac- 
tion. I found myſelf with Child, and dreading 
the Reſentment of my Family, I was deter- 
mined to quit my Aunt's, and take private 
Lodgings ; but firſtI went to the Houſe we were 
firſt lodged at, which to my Shame and Concern, 
I found to be a Bagnio ; and the People entirely 
ignorant of Mr. Yoible. I return'd Home in the 
greateſt Agony, and in Time found means to 
remove all my Things to a little Room that I 
had hired, and making Enquiry after him in 
vain, I became ſo diſtracted, as frequently to 
conſider on the Means of putting an End to a 
miſerable Life. One Evening it was my For- 
tune to meet him in the Park, when he inform'd 
me of his Marriage to Miſs Serjeant, and pre- 
vailed on me to come and live as his Servant. 
My Diſtreſſes obliged me to accept his Offer, 
and La am afraid, Madam, you are too well ac- 
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quainted with the other Occurrences of my Life, 
to need any Information, *till I left my laſt Mi- 
ſtreſs, your Daughter. 
When Mr. Voible pretended to diſcharge me, 
he in reality engaged me to go to the Regiment 
with him, which I did. At his Quarters he be- 
came acquainted with a common Proſtitute, 
who had the Addreſs to make herſelf agreeable to 
him; he introduc'd her to me as the Wife of one 
of the Officers, but I ſoon perceiv'd ſuch Fami- 
liarities between them, as convinced me of his 
Deceit : I upbraided him with it, but the little 
Regard he had to my Complaints, aſſured me 


of his Change; and as his Regiment is ordered 
to Gibraltar, I do not doubt but he will carry 


her with him ; ſince I have heard him often de- 
clare, that he does not intend any more to con- 
cern himſelf about Mrs. Voible. His Behaviour 
to me has ſhocked me ſo much, that I began 
to refle& with Horror on my paſt Conduct, and 
by the Interceſſion of ſome Friends, am reſtored 
to my Father's Favour, on Condition of my 
going abroad. I am now preparing to ſet out, 
but could not go, till I had implored the For- 
giveneſs of my Miſtreſs for the Crimes I have 
been guilty of, in regard to her. Here ſhe 
ended; and I might have given Vent to my 
Paſſion and Concern, had not a Meſſenger told 
fed, me 
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me that I was wanted at Home by a Perſon who 
enquired for me. I begg'd my Mother would 
bear me Company: She did ſo. When I came 
Home, I found two Men, one of whom told me, 
with very little Ceremony, that he was come to 
take Poſſeſſion of the Effects. Of the Effects! 
Sir, ſaid my Mother; pray by what Authority 
have you preſumed to inſult a young Creature his 
Wife, whoſe Condition deſerves ſo much Com- 
paſſion ? from a Perſon of your Appearance I 
ſhould have expected more Complaiſance, Ma- 
dam, replied the Stranger, I am ſorry at any 
Time to be the Bearcr of bad News ; but Mr. 
ible, to whom I lent Ninety Pounds, when 
he gave me a Bond and Judgment, told me 
there was no-body but his Maid Servant in the 
Houſe. Whatever he told you, Sir, ſaid my 
Mamma, it is his Wife, his poor unhappy Wiſe, 
that you ſee ruined by his Villany ; but no 
more: Permit us, Sir, to examine by what Au- 
thority you demand his Effects? Madam, ſaid 
he, what Satisfaction I can give you in that Re- 
ſpect, you may command (he then produced a 
Bill of Sale.) I am a Man, continued he, that 
lives upon the Improvement of a little Ready- 
Money: I lent Mr. Y:ible what I mentioned, a 
few Days before he ſet out for York/hire, and I 
am 'T 0-day informed that he has ſail'd with the 
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reſt of the Regiment, from Hull to Gibraltar: 
However, Madam, as the Lady is near her 
Time, I am unwilling to lay her under any In- 
convenience; nor ſhall you, Sir, ſays my Mo- 
ther, (interrupting him) for if you will come 
Home with me, I will diſcharge the Debt, and 
preſerve the Effects for my Daughter. The 
Man willingly conſented, went Home with my 
Mother, and received the Money. As for mes 
J received ſo violent a Grief at my Huſband's 


Baſeneſs, that a Fever ſeized me, in which 
Time! miſcarried. 
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me that I was wanted at Home by a Perſon who 
enquired for me. I begg'd my Mother would 
bear me Company : She did ſo. When I came 
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reſt of the Regiment, from Hull to Gibraltar: 
However, Madam, as the Lady is near her 
Time, I am unwilling to lay her under any In- 
convenience; nor ſhall you, Sir, ſays my Mo- 
ther, (interrupting him) for if you will come 
Home with me, I will diſcharge the Debt, and 
preſerve the Effects for my Daughter. The 
Man willingly conſented, went Home with my 
Mother, and received the Money. As for me, 
I received ſo violent a Grief at my Huſband's 
Baſeneſs, that a Fever ſeized me, in which 
Time J miſcarried. 
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CHAP. XXI. 


| Concluſion of tbe Hiſtory of Mrs. Voible, * 


HEN I had recover d from my Indiſ- 
poſition, my ever indulgent Mother 
prevail'd on me to part with my Furniture, and 
at the ſame Time diſpoſed of her Houſe, and 


with the Money that ſhe had ſaved, . and the Sale 


of her Effects, was reſolved to retire into the 
Country ; where we lived far three Years with 
much Satisfaction, upon the Intereſt of her 
Money : At the Expiration of this Time I had 
the Misfortune of loſing the beſt of Parents, 
and of Friends, my dear Mother, who died 


ſuddenly and inteſtate. IT went up to Town to 


conſult with my Friends how I ſhould act on 
this Emergency ; and in the Stage took Notice 
of a Perſon who ſeemed to regard me with a good 
deal of Attention ; at length he broke Silence, 


Pray, Madam, ſays he, is not your Name Vai- 
ble ? 'Yes, Sir, anſwer'd I; pray inform me 


how you came acquainted END with my Name. 


or Perſon ? Madam, ſaid he, I remember you 
ſince I firſt had the Pleaſure of ſeeing, you at 
Doctor Matthew's at Putney ; 3 I have : figce. been 


ſo fortunate as to get a Commiſion in the ſame 
Regiment 
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Regiment with your Huſband. Is he not at 
Gibraltar, Sir? No, Madam, ſaid he, he has 
left it ſome Time, but upon what Account, 
is only fit for your private Information. I was 
eager to know, and when we were arrived at 
our firſt Stage, I begg'd of him to unriddle the 
Meaning of his Expreſſion ; he immediately 
complied with my Requeſt. Madam, faid he, 
when we went to Gibraltar, as it was uncertain 
in what Time we might return again to Exgland, 
moſt of the Officers who were married brought 
their Wives along with them ; it was on this 
Occaſion I firſt ſuſpected Mr. Veible: He brought 
with him a Woman whom he introduc'd to all 
the Ladies as his Wife, and as ſuch ſhe was for 
ſome Time received, and reſpected. It was 
impoſſible for me to ſee this Woman and not be 
| ſhocked, when I recollected her being a common 
Woman about the Town. I own I imagined 
you had been dead, and that Mr. Voible had 
been inveigled into Matrimony by her, perhaps 
through Ignorance, or ſome other Motive : But 
] waited not long for an Ecclairciſement ; a 
Soldier in the ſame Company with him inform- 
ed me, that he had only become ac quainted with 
that Lady on his Road to the general Rendez- 
vous in Yorkſhire ; and that to his Knowledge, 


the rcal Mrs. Vaible was ſtill living. My Suſpi- | 
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cions being thus confirmed, I thought I could no 
longer in Juſtice ſuffer the Officers of the Gar- 
riſon to be ſo groſly impoſed on, by one who 
ſhould have conſidered their Honour as his own ; 
I found not much Difficulty to perſuade them to 
a Belief of what I advanced, they having al- 
ready remarked ſome Particularities in her Con- 
duct that diſguſted them. They, in Conſe- 
quence of my Information, behaved to her af- 
terwards with viſtble Diſreſpect; which ſo pi- 
qued Mr. Voible, that I was called upon to de- 
fend what I had aſſerted. Mr. Yarble and I met 
upon the Ramparts. He told me he had long 
wanted to have ſome private Converſation with 
me; as he confeſs'd he recollected having ſeen 
me at Putney when he was married; but affirmed 
with the moſt ſolemn Oaths, that you were 
dead; and in Conſequence of ſome Expectati- 
ons, he had married the Lady now in Garriſon 
with him. I was impoſed on by his Deceit, and 
readily acknowledged my Error, more eſpecially 
as the Soldier from whom I received my Infor- 
mation had deſerted, or at leaſt it was imagined 
ſo, as he was not to be found for ſome Days 


both before and after our Diſpute, Still there 


wanted not many who gave implicit Faith to 
what I had propagated ; and though the pre- 
tended Mrs. Yaible was ſtill received with exte- 
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rior Politeneſs, yet was ſhe ſenſible of a viſible 
Coolneſs and Reſtraint wherever ſhe viſited. 
She was excluded from the little Parties of Plea- 
ſure ſhe formerly was invited to partake of; and 
Mr. Voible found himſelf ſlighted by almoſt every 
Officer and Gentleman by whom he had at firſt 
been careſs'd. In the Interim, the Soldier who 
had abſconded, made his Appearance again, 
and confeſs'd he had been bribed by Mr. Voible 
to abſcond, that I might be deprived of the 
Means of proving the Truth of my former Aſ- 
ſertion; and at the ſame Time informed me, 
that he had often extorted Money from them 
both by threatning to reveal their Impoſition. A 
Month after I had received this Intelligence, I 
was once more called upon by Mr, Yaible, who 
was now exaſperated beyond any Degree of 
Reaſon, and accoſted me in very ſevere Terms, 
alluding to the Slights he had received by my 
Means, and the Fallacy of my Aſperſions. I 
own I was enraged, and told him, that I was now 
convinced he was a Villain, and that the Soldier 
whom he had bribed to abſcond, could beſt vin- 
dicate my Innocence. Upon this he drew his 
Sword, and made a violent Paſs at me, which I 
had the Fortune to parry with myHand, not hav- 
ing Time to draw mine before he attacked me. I 
ſoon difarmed him, and obliged him to accept 

his 
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his Life from the Man he had purſued with ſo 
much Vengeance. I was determincd now to 
obſerve no Meaſures with him, and he ſoon 
found himſelf reduced to the diſagreeable Point 
of -aſking Leave to difpoſe of his Commiſſion: 
he obtained it, and in a few Days ſold it for its 
full Value. When he had received the Money, 
he and his pretended Lady went to Helland, and 
what is become of them ſince I know not. I 
have quitted the Regiment theſe ſix Months, an 
Eſtate coming to me by the Death of a very near 
Relation, and am now going to Town to regu- 
late ſome Concerns I have there, but did not ex- 
pect in my Journey, a Rencounter of ſo inte- 
reſting a Nature. 


He concluded, and I remained for fone time 
as if I was ſtupified, not knowing what Anſwer 
to return; at laſt, I thank you, Sir, ſaid I, for 


the Information you have given me, which ſhall 


caution me from being again the Dupe of Mr. 


Voible; yet I cannot but condemn that. Curio- 
ſity of prying into the Conduct of a Man with 
whom you had no Connection. It was not, 
Madam, an impertinent Curioſity, ſays he, but 


a Regard to Honour, and a wrong'd Innocent. 
He 0 have proceeded, but a Summons for 


Dinner prevented any further Converſation. Af-. 
ter our Kepaſt, we ſex forward e on our Journeys. 


and 


1 
and that Evening arrived in London, The Com- 
pany ſeparated, and I went to Miſs Freelove's, with 
whom I had kept up a conſtant Correſpondence. 
She received me with the greateſt T'enderneſs, 
and condoled with me on the Loſs of a Parent, 
whoſe, Death I now ſhould have greater Reaſon 
than ever to lament; for, ſaid ſhe, Mr. Voible 
is in Town, and has been frequently here, but 
I have conſtantly refuſed to ſee him; yet I know 
he has Spies every where ; and, no doubt, will; 
if poſſible, diſcover your Place of Reſidence ; 
if he does, you have every Thing to fear from 
a Man of his Principles. I was quite ſhock'd 
at this Piece of Intelligence, and conſulted with 


her what to do to eſcape his Notice; but, alas! 


I was born to Misfortunes. I had not been in 
Town three Days e'er Mr. Voible ſent a Letter 
to Miſs Freelove, and one encloſed for me; the 
Subſtance'of her's was an Excuſe for whatever 
ſhould happen in her Houſe when he came for 
his Wife, and telling her, that he diſcovered 
my Mother's Death, my Arrival in Town, and 


Place of Reſidence, by Means of a Perſon at- 


the Inn who ſaw me alight from the Coach, and 
give Directions where to carry my Luggage. 
Mine was laconic, and only defiring me to pre- 


pare to ſurrender my Mother's Effects, as I. 
knew he alone had a Title to them. He did 


not 
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not give me Time to deliberate on any Scheme 
to avert the impending Danger, but came per- 
ſonally, almoſt as ſoon as we had read them, 
As 1 ſaw him enter the Room, I fainted away, 
and for that Time was happy; but, alas! I re. 
covered to experience the moſt cruel Treatment, 
I will not entertain you with a diſagrecable Re- 
petion, but inform you, that he obliged me, up- 
on Oath, to ſurrender up the Total of my Mo- 
ther's Fortune, which amounted, at the Time 
of her Deceaſe, to near three thouſand Pounds ; 
and, in the moſt cruel inſulting Manner, left 
me with but ten Guineas; which Gift he ex- 
tolled as the greateſt Act of Generoſity. Thus 
was I left in a Manner deſtitute. I applied to 
Miſs Freelove, who ingenuouſly told me, ſhe did 
not think my Life ſecure while I remained in 
London, but would adviſe me to accept of a Place 
to go abroad, which ſhe believed lay in her 
Power to procure me. I readily conſented; and, 
in a few Days, ſhe told me ſhe had ſucceeded. 
She informed me, that ſhe had recommended 
me to a Gentleman and his Wife, who uſually 
reſided in the South of France, but were now 
come to England about ſome Family Buſineſs ; 
that though they were of a Perſuaſion differing 
from mine, yet they were not Biggots, but Peo- 
ple of the utmoſt Humanity ; and the Lady want- 


ing 
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ing a Companion, had accepted of me by her 
Mediation. 

I was accordingly introduced, and was re- 
ceived in ſuch a Manner as gave me an Idea of 
the Happineſs I was like to enjoy in ſuch Soci- 
ety. We had not been many Days together 
when ſhe defired me to relate the Hiſtory of my 
Afflictions and Family. To oblige her, I be- 
gan this diſagreeable Taſk, but had no ſooner 
mentioned my Father's Name to be Goodall, 
than ſhe ſtarted with Amazement, and gazing 
on me with an eager Eye, tracing the Features 
of a ſorrowed Countenance, burſt into Tears, 
and almoſt fainted in my Arms; whilſt my 
Aſtoniſhment was ſo great, as ſcarcely to per- 
mit me giving her any Aſſiſtance. Your Words, 
ſaid ſhe, conſiderably ſurpriſe me; my Maiden 
Name was Goodall, and in your Face I ſee ſome 
Reſemblance of a Brother I fondly loved, but 
he is dead. Satisfy me, dear Child, from what 
Family of that Name are you deſcended. I 
would oblige you, Madam, faid I, in every 
Thing, but be not ſo concerned: I have heard 
that my Father had a Siſter, who, when young, 
was married toa Gentleman of your Perſuaſion, 
and had retired with him to ſome Part of France, 
but after her Marriage had not kept up a Cor- 
reſpondence with her Relations, they having diſ- 

approved 
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approved of the Match. As to my Family, it 
is an ancient one in Oxfordſhire. I then entered 
into a Detail of my Father's Profeſſion and Cir- 
cumſtances, till the good Lady, who, with 
much Difficulty, reſtrained her Emotions, ea- 
gerly embracing me, exclaimed, Dear Niece, 
for now I am convinced you are ſo, ſay no 


more; let us admire and praiſe the Goodneſs of | 


Providence, ſupremely wile in all its Diſpenſa- 
tions, and ever ſtudious for the Welfare of thoſe 
who ſeek his Protection: With Tears ſhe en- 
ded this Ejaculation, this pious Orgie of a grate- 
ful Heart. A Scene of Tenderneſs enſued, not 
to be deſcribed, on her Huſband's return home; 
ſhe introduced me to him as his Niece, in- 
forming him briefly of the Diſcovery : From 
this time I was reſpected in the Family as ſuch, 
and I began to enjoy a Peace of Mind, to which 
I had long been a Stranger. My Aunt informed 
me, that her Spouſe (Mr. Oſborn) was of Ox- 
fordſhire, but having diſobliged his Father by 
this Marriage, was diſinherited, and the Eſtate 
left to a young Baronet, to whom old Mr. C/ 
born was Guardian; that coming to the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of a ſmall Eſtate, of which it was not in 
his Father's Power to deprive him, he had re- 
tired to the South of France, where they lived 

in the greateſt Harmony. 
When 
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When the Time arrived that my Uncle-pur- 
poſed to return to Hauce, there needed no Soli- 
citation to make me bear them Company,” We 
arrived at his Houſe near Marſcilles without meet- 
ing with any material Occurrence in our Jour- 
ney: Here [ lived with Mr. G/orn and his Wife 
in an uninterrupted State of Peace for three 
Years; it is immaterial to particularize what 
happened to me in that Interval, that Reſpite 
from Affliction, which my kind Fortune now af- 
forded me. I ſhall only relate thoſe Facts which 
were productive of new Diſtrefles, and made me 
retire to this Place. At the Expiration of the 
Time I mention, I received a Letter, the Con- 


tents of which ſurprized me; it contained theſe 
Words: 


MADAM, 
< PROM a Perſon who has greatly injured 
c you, accept this Reparation. Time may 


produce a further Explanation of this Myſte- 
ry; and you may reſt aſſured, the Receipt of 
this need not give you any Apprehenſions.“ 


* 


ADIEU, 


Encloſed in this Letter, were Bills to the 
amount of fix hundred Pounds. Various were 
the Conjectures we formed on this Occaſion ; 
but the Explanation came not till ſome Time 


M after, 
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vice came to Mr. Oſborn, that the Perſon, to 
whom. his raſh Father had bequeathed: his Eſ- 
tate, was dead, and by his Will reſtored it to 
the rightful Heir. He ſet out for England im- 
mediately on the Receipt of this News, to take 
Poſſeſſion of it. During his Abſence, Mrs. O/- 
born took me with her to viſit what was moſt 
agreeable in the Country ; but nothing pleaſed 
me ſo well as this Convent, where Mr. Ofb-rx 
had placed a Daughter of his to be educated un- 
ger the Care of the Abbeſs, who is a diſtant Re- 
lation of his. I was charmed with the quiet, 
eaſy Life the Community enjoyed, and ſoon de- 
termined to paſs the Remainder of my Days 
here as ſoon as my Uncle returned; which he 
did in leſs than four Months, and was reſolved 
to go and live in his native Country, I men- 
tioned my Reſolution to him and to my Aunt ; 
ſhe oppoſed it ſtrenuouſly, but my Uncle ap- 
proved of it, and ſaid, he had ſomething to im- 
part to me that made him rejoice at my Deter- 
mination ; beſides, continued he, I hope it is a 
Sign that ſhe has acquired a Serenity and Tran- 
quility of Mind neceſſary to thoſe who have 
combated with ſo many Misfortunes; and I 
think ſomething that has lately happened makes 
it convenient for her to retire, at leaſt for ſome 

time ; 


after, In the midſt of our Amazement, Ad- 
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time ; nor do I know a Situation more proper 


for her than the Convent ſhe mentions. I own 


am glad ſhe is poſſeſſed of fo much Fortitude 
but, dear Niece, ſummon all your Courage, 
that you may not be ſhocked at the News of 
your Huſband's Death ; but that common Fate 
we all muſt ſhare ſhould not afflict us; tis when 
a Wretch, like Voible, for a Life of ſinful Per- 
ſeverance in all the Horrors of approaching 
Death, a Death by Law exacted for his Crimes; 
when ſuch a Wretch atones upon himſelf for all 
the Errors of a miſpent Life, and damns that 
Soul Repentance might have ſaved; we can- 
not blame the Eye that drops a Tear ; condemn 
the Heart that pities his Diſtreſs; nor drive the 
horrid Image from our Minds. I lament not 
Mr. Voible as my Huſband, ſaid I, but there is 
ſomethitig dreadful in your Hints about his 
Death, that commands the Tribute of chari- 
table Tears. I cannot help ſuffering on account 
of him ; the Injuries I received from him now 


leſſen at the Proſpect of eternal Torments he is 
like to ſuffer ; but, dear Sir, permit me to re- 
call my diſordered Senſes, e'er I hear the Parti- 
culars of what I dread to be informed. The 
next Morning I preſſed Mr. O/born to relate to 
me the Circumſtances of Mr. Voible's Death. 
At a * ſaid he, reading the Seſſions- 
| M 2 Paper, 
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Paper, I faw the Name of Voible amongſt thoſe 
that were condemned ; and examining further, 
found he was convicted ſor Murder. I refolved 
ta ſatisfy my Suſpicions, and enquire . who this 
Voeible was. When I came to the Priſon, I 
found him indeed a Spectacle of Horror, and 
ſuch a one as upon no Conſideration would [ 
ſee again ; it was with much Difficulty I gained 
Admittance to him; in his Company I found a 
Clergyman, who ſeemed a Man of Senſe and 
Humanity. Sir, ſaid the unhappy Man, when 
J firſt entered, if I am indebted to your Curio- 
ſity alone for this Viſit, I could diſpenſe with 
that Interruption, which in common Charity 
you ſhould not have given me. I ama Wretch 
that need the few ſhort Moments that remain 
to ſpend in quiet. I begg'd pardon for my In- 
truſion, and related to him the Purpoſe of my 
Viſit; and at the ſame Time informed him 


of your being my Niece. At the mention of 


your Name, Horror overſpread his Face, and a 
deep Sigh, accompanied with Tears, betrayed 
the Anguiſh of his tortured Mind. T related to 
him the Means by which you was reſtored to 
your Aunt: He ſtrongly lamented the Cauſe 
that obliged you to ſeek for Relief from the Hu- 
manity of Strangers, upbraided his own Folly, 
and gave manifeſt Der 0 of a ſincere 


Repen- 
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Repentance. When I thought he was fuil;- 
ciently compoſed, I aſked him to inform me of the 
unhappy Event that brought him to that Place. 
Sir, ſaid he, how painful ſoever the Taſk you 
require of me may be, I cannot reſuſe it to the 
Friend, the Supporter of my poor afflicted 
Wife: I had known the unhappy Vretch (for 
whoſe Death I am to ſuffer) in my youth ; ſhe 
was an artful infinuatng Woman; I had no 
Commerce with her for ſome Years, till Provi- 
dence, to ſcourge me for my Follies, brought 
us together; for her I abandoned an inngcent 
Creature I had ſeduced ; for her did I ſquander 
my White's Birth-right; for her was I difgraced 
at Gibraltar, and obliged to fell my Commiſſion: 
What have I not ſuffered from the Impetuoſity 
of her Temper and Extravagance! and obliged 
to retain as my Servant a Perſon ſhe called her 
Brother. I was reduced to the laſt Hundred, 
when I diſcovered Familiarities between them 
that ſhock'd me; I took an Opportunity of 
getting him by himſelf, and pointing my Sword 
to his Breaſt, told him, as he valued his Life, 
to make a Confeſſion. He told me, he was her 
Huſband, and informed me how they had de- 
frauded me of conſiderable Sums of Money, and 
that her Deſign was to tempt me to relieve her 
Neceſſities by unwarrantable Methods, and lay 
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me open to the Rigour of the Law, then to re- 
tire to Switzerland, his native Country. How, 
thought I to myſelf, can I condemn others, 
who 3 been ſo guilty myſelf? but, in my 
Paſſion, I flew to this Wretch, and upbraiding 
her with her Treachery, reſcued ſeven hundred 
Pounds in Bills that ſhe had pilfer'd from me: 
Nothing could equal the Rage in which I left 
her. As toher Huſband, he went off, and has 
not ſince been heard of. 

I now began to reflect on my paſt Life, and 
findif it one continued Scene of Villainy, was 
determined to reform ; and, as a beginning, ſent 
fix hundred Pounds to my injured Amelia, tho 
it was with Difficulty I diſcovered the Place of her 
Retirement. I aſſured him you had received 
his Bounty. At this, he expreſſed much Satis- 
faction, and continued his Diſcourſe. About a 
Month after I had ſent the Money, I was viſited 
by the unhappy Woman I mentioned, who 
threatened me as being the Murderer of. her 
Huſband, and proteſted, that unleſs I refunded 
a Sufficiency for her Maintenance, ſhe would 
procure a Warrant, and ſwear the Murder 
againſt me. The Sum I offered her was re- 
jected, and many Invectives provoking me to 
Rage, I gave her a Blow; ſhe turned upon me, 
clacd my Sword, and offered to ſtab me; I 
| wrench'd 
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wrench'd the Weapon ſrom her, and, in the 
Struggle, ſhe received the Point of it in her Breaſ + 
The People of the Houſe, alarmed at the Noiſe 
we made, came up Stairs, and finding her 
wounded, immediately ſecured me. She died 
the next Day; and for this Fact am I to ſuffer. 
But, Oh! the Death, ſaid he, burſting into 
Tears, the ignominious Death that I muſt ſuf- 
fer ! My Life I value not for all the Crimes that 
I tave wilfully committed, cis a poor Repara- 
tion ; but who can bear to be an Object for the 
Hand of Scorn to point his flow and moving 
Finzcr at; to be the Pity of the Vulgar, and 
Exa:nple for the World ? Have Patience, Sir, 
ſaid the Clergyman, the Time you have to live 
is ſhort; forget this World, and think alone 
upon Eternity, —Eternity ! replied Voible, is it 
for me to hope for an Eternity? Ah! no; my 
Lot is eternal Miſery. Dreadful Apprehenſion ! 
Horrors accumulated rack my tortured Soul ; 
and Night, even in the Zenith of her dark Do- 
main, is Sunſhine to the Colour of my Fate. 
At theſe Words, he threw himſelf upon the 
Floor; and I, not being able to ſupport the 


Shock it gave me, retired, intending to ſee him 
once more before he died; but what was my 
Aſtoniſhment when I was informed the next 


Day that be had ſtabb'd himſelf with a Pen- 
M 4 knife 


( 249 ) 
knife to the Heart. Thus periſhed this unhap+ 
py Man; a waraing Example of the Juſtice of 
Providence. 

When Mr. O/r» had finiſhed, I retired to 
my Chamber to indulge my own Reflection, and 
that Weaknefs I ſuppreſſed before them. 1 
wept not for the loſt Huſband, but his untimely 
End; I now, more than ever, was determined 
to retire from the World; and, accordingly, on 
that Day my Uncle and Aunt returned to Eng- 
land, I came here, and enjoy in this peaceful 


Solitude more real Joys than the Noiſy World 


can aflord. 
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i which there is a very intereſting Diſco- 
very that contributes to the Flappineſs of 
all the Parties, and concludes with the 
uſual End of every Hiſftory—a Marriage. 


TRS. Yiible having concluded her Hiſtory, 
received the Thanks of the Company, 
who ſympathized with her in the different inte- 
reſting Scenes of Diſtreſs ſhe ſuffered ; and A- 
lolle's tender Boſom heaved at Misfortunes not 
her own. It now grew late, and they returned 
home, each making their different Reflections. 
When Mr. Trafick faw them, he told them, 
that the Slaves were arrived, and would in two 
Days Time go in Proceiiion to the Church, and 
then return to their reſpective Places of abode. 
The next Morning young Trait went on 
board the Veſſels to ſee them before they land- 
ed, and amongſt them diſcovered a univerſal 
Joy, natural to Perſons relieved from the molt 
cruel Servitude. His Curioſity prompted him 
to enquire amongſt them the Particulars of 
their Misfortunes, which were now forgotten 
by the happy Change of Fortune, All of 
M5 them, 
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them, except one, were Natives of France. 
He was originally from Enalnnd, and him Mr. 
Trat ſingled out, and in the moſt obliging 
Manner told him he was his Countryman, and 
ſhould eſteem himſelf happy if he could con- 
tribute to the alleviating his Misfortanes ; that 
he was ſoon to depart for England, and begged 
he would give him Leave to offer him his 
Paſſage and his Purſe. The Stranger politely 
returned him Thanks, and told him that he 
was poſſeſſed of an independant Fortune, and 
would gratefully repay any Obligations con- 
ferred on him ; that he would refer a Relation 
of his being made a Slave, till after the Pro- 
ceſſion, when Mr. Tra inſiſted on his en- 
tertaining him as a Gueſt, When he return- 
ed home, he informed his Father and the reſt, 
of his inviting the Have, and received Com- 
mendations from them all, juſtly due to ſuch 
Humanity. The Day of the Proceſſion came, 
ard having been provided with convenient Si— 
tuations, they had a full Proſpect of the whole, 
There, amongſt them, Mr. Tri ſhewed 
them the Engliſi Captive; but they could not 
diſcern his Face, as he did nat look on that 
Side of the Way where they were ieatcd, Waile 
he paſſed, Mrs, Rigi, and her Daughter, 
felt, in an extraordinary Manner, Senſations 

that 
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that exceeded the common ſympathizing Pity 
to the Unfortunate. When the whole was 
cloſed, which was conducted with the utmoſt 
Magnificence and Decency requiſite, young 
Mr. Traffick went to bring his Gueſt, and his 
Father returned home to be ready to receive 
him. 


They were all ſeated, when Mr. Traffic 
entered, introducing the Stranger ; but no ſoon» 
cr did he appear, than Mrs. Ru/tick ſcreamed 
out and fainted : Charl2tte immediately flew to 
her Aſſiſtance, when the Gentleman in an ec- 
ſtacy of Admiration and Surprize, claſped her 
in his Arms. Am I fo bleſt ! or is it a De- 
luſion of my diſordered Senſes ! Do I live to 
fee my deareſt Wife, and embrace her after 
ſuch an Interval of Miſery | Speak, my Life, 
and know your long loſt Huſband ! Good 
Heavens ! This is too much for Reſolution, I 
cannot ſupport this Innundation of Happineſs. 
Alas! ſays Mrs. Ry/iick, (with a faultering 
Accent) how can I bear this ſudden Flow of 
Joy! My ever deareſt, Mr. Pars, are you 
then indeed alive ? and do I ſurvive to again 
enjoy the beſt of Huſbands ? It is too much! 
my Spirits fail me, and I am tick with Exceſs 
of Joy! But ſee your Charlotie, the only Fruit 
of our Loves, dwells in Aſtoniſhment on this 
Scene of Wonder: take her to your Arms, 

L i and 
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and tell us we ſhall never part again. Oh, 
my Daughter ! my Child ! faid Mr. Villars, 
let me be again convinced I live, by holding 
thee in a Father's Arms. Let me bleſs that 
ever gracious Providence, that has ſhower- 
ed down its Bleſſings in Profuſion | Oh, Day 
of Happineſs ! and recolleted Years of Suf- 
fering paſt, crowned with Ecſtaſy ! 

Mr. Traffich, his Wiſe, and Son, fearing the 
Conſequence of ſuch a ſudden unhoped-for 
Meeting, interrupted the moving Scene with 
their Congratulations. But Mrs. Villars (no 
longer Mrs. Ru/tich) recollecting her Diſorder, 
ſcemed, notwithſtanding, very uneaſy, and 
begged Mrs. Traffc+ would retire with her till 
ſhe was recovered from the Agitation of Spi- 
rits ſhe had undergone. When they were alone, 
ſhe, with the utmoſt Confuſion, mentioned 
her Marriage with Mr. Ru/tic#, and in Agony 
conſeſſed how much it ſhocked her. But Mrs, 
7;-o#1& ſoothed and tried to calm her Paſſion, 
telling ker, that when her Huſband had in- 
formed Mr. /i//ar; of her whole Conduct, he 
could not diſapprove it. This was immediately 
done, and Mr. Traffick, in the moſt friendly 
Terms, gave Mr. Villars an exact Detail of 
Mrs. Villars's Sufterings, from the Time of his 
ſuppoſed Death, to the preſent Inſtant, ac- 
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quainting him with the Villainy of his Bro- 
ther, and the Straits to which ſhe was reduced, 


Mr. Villars was exaſperated at the Treatment 


the had met with; but with a Reſolution 
truly noble, bore the Recital of her ſecond 
Marriage, blaming alone that Severity of her 
Fortune, that had reduced her to fuch a Pro- 
ceeding, but begged he might inſtantly fee her, 
to diſſipate her Concern on that Account. 
When Mrs. Villars ſaw him enter, ſhe threw 
herſelf at his Feet, and aſked Forgiveneſs : he 
tenderly raiſed her, and with the utmoſt Com- 
placency and Affection, deſired her to forget, 
as he did, any Jhing that would give her 
Pain. Every Thing thus concurring to the ge- 
neral Satisfaction, Mr. Traſſict begged he would 
favour them with an Account of his becoming 
a Slave, which Mr. Villars readily conſented 
to. I had not been, ſaid he, out of Sight of 
Land two Hours, when a moſt violent Storm 
of Wind aroſe, which continued fo long, and 
with ſuch Violence, that we expected every 
Moment to be ſwallowed up. At laſt, finding 
all our Eftorts uſeleſs, we let the Veſſel drive, 
and in a few Moments ſhe foundered : I, by 
good Fortune, among the floating Timbers of 
the Wreck, gained a Plank, upon which I 
continued the Sport of every Wave, till at 
0 length 
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length the Wind ſubſided, and I, was taken up 
by a Portugueſe Ship bound from Cor+ to 
Liſbon. The Captain of her treated me with 
the greateſt Humanity ; but unfortunately, as 
we were off the Rock of Liſbon, an Algerine 
chaſed us, and we being deep laden, ſhe ſoon 
came up with us, and boarded us. The Com- 
mander of the Corſair immediately ordered us 
on board his Veflel, and I had the Precau- 
tion to equip myſelf with a Sailor's Jacket and 
Trowſers, as knowing that according to the 
Appearance Captives make, they uſually rate 
their Ranſom. The Corſair cruiſed for a Month 
longer, and then ſailed for Algiers, We were 
all loaded with Chains, and at our Arrival 
there, were drove to the Market like Cattle 
to be fold. It was my Fortune to be bought by 
an old o at a very low Price; with him I went 
Home, where he examined me as to my Birth 
and Qualifications, I entertained him with a 
fictitious Story how I was of but mean Parents, 
who could barely afford me common Education, 
that I had ſerved as a common Soldier in the 
Army, and in going for England to ſee my 
Friends, I had met with the Misfortune that had 
been the Occaſion of my falling into his Hands, 
In his Service J did only common Drudgery, 
being chiefly employed at his Country Houſe, 
which 
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which was a few Miles diſtant from Algiers, 
where I attended his Garden, in Company with 
many more unhappy Creatures in the ſame Cir- 
cumſtances. 

My Maſter had a Son, a young Man of good 
Addreſs and Perſon : He was wont frequently 
familiarly to converſe with us; and inquire into 
the Manners and Cuſtoms of our different Na- 
tions. He ſeemed particularly pleaſed with the 
Deſcription I gave him of my own Country, 
and wiſhed it had been his Lot to live amongſt 
ſuch a happy People. His Friendſhip to me much 
ſoftened the Severity of my Servitude. At length, 
he told me, that, he believed, he might place 
a Confidence in me, eſpecially where I myſelf 
was concerned in the Succeſs of what he pro- 
poſed. I readily promiſed my Obedience to his 
Commands, in Hopes it might be a Means of 
regaining my Liberty. He then diſcloſed him- 
ſelf to me, and informed me, that he had ſeen one 
of the Daughters of the Dey, and had fallen in 
Love with her ; that he, having diſguiſed him- 
ſelf, found an Opportunity of delivering her a 
Letter, and diſcovering himſelf to her; and, 
notwithſtanding the Vigilance of the Perſons 
employed in the Dey's Seraglio, he had fre- 
quently found Means to fee her; and had, at 
length, prevailed on her to make her Eſcape 
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with him, and go to ſome Kingdom in Europe. 
Now, continued he, I am contriving how wo 
carry her off, and quit a Country, which, tho? 
my native one, I cannot abide to live in. I 
have provided a ſmall Xebecque, and intend to 
man it, with one half of the Crew Moors, and 
the reſt Chriſtian Slaves, whom J intend pri- 
vately to arm ; and, when we get out to Sea, 
confine the former, and fail for the firſt Port 
we can. All I require of you is Secreſy and 
Fidelity, in executing what I ſhall entruſt to 
your Conduct; as I ſhall, from time to time, 
let you know what you are to do. Immediately 
after this Converſation, he went. to his Father, 
and begged of him to give me to him: This. 
Requeſt was ſoon granted by the indulgent Pa- 
rent; and he reſigned me to his Son, who, 
though he did not formerly give me my Free- 
dom, yet did he treat me with a Humanity and 
Friendſhip that was foreign to the natural Diſ- 
poſition of that People ; and which ſhall make 
me ever lament his unhappy Cataſtrophe. 

I had already engaged about twelve Slaves in 
our Enterprize ; and, having completed every 
Thing neceſſary, we only waited my Maſter's 
Orders, when an unexpected Accident put an 
End to our Project, and my Hopes of Freedom: 


One Evening, as he was in the Seraglio, where 
he 
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he was admitted, diſguiſed as a Woman who 
had ſome Trinkets to fell; and was in clofe 
Conference with the Dey's Daughter; her Fa- 
ther entered unperceived of any Body; and, 
liſtening for ſome time, heard as much as con- 
vinced him of my Maſter's Deſign : Whercupon 
he advanced; and, before this unfortunate 
young Man could recover his Surprize, he 
ſheathed his Dagger in his Boſom, and ordered 
his Body to be impaled, not ſatisfied, with de- 
priving him of Life, but baſely extending his 
Revenge to the inanimate Carcaſe. This me- 
lancholy Affair was ſoon made pblic, and his 
Father was almoſt diſtracted. But as his Son 
had always ſhewn a Regard for me in particu- 
lar, he took me again in his Service, but would 
not ſuffer me to do any Work. I could not 
bear the Thoughts of the dead Body's re- 
maining expoſed and unburied ; and, at Night, 
at the Hazard of ſuffering the moſt cruel Tor- 
tures, which would have been inflited on me, 
had I been diſcovered, I boldly ventured, took 
down the Corps, and buried it. This Action 
endeared me to my Maſter, who immediately 
gave me my Freedom ; but, unhappily for him, 
the Dey ſeized all his Effects ; and he narrowly 
eſcaped with his Life, being ſuſpected of having 
taken down the Body of his Son. I, though 
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free, was conſidered as Part of his Eſtate; and 
accordingly was once more a Slave in the Dey's 
Service. I continued till the Fathers of Re- 
demption came to Algiers ; when the unfortu- 
nate Jew, ſtill grateful for my Affection to his 
Son, found Means to get me recommended 
to them. And thus have I regained my Free- 
dom, to enjoy, I hope, with my beloved Wife 
and Daughter, a Happineſs that will make 
amends for all my paſt Sufferings. 

Mr. Villars concluded his ſhort Recital; and, 
having reſted a few Days longer at Marſeillet, 
they ſet out for England, enjoying all the Hap- 
pineſs imaginable, for Perſons who had been ſo 
long ſeparated. And the Marriage, between 
Charlotte and young Trafjick, being intirely 
agreed upon, nothing remained to. be done, 
but the Recovery of the Eſtate ; the Loſs of 
which had been the immediate Cauſe of their 
Diſtreſſes. 

They arrived ſafe at Links, without meet- 
ing with any Accident to obſtruct them; and, 
having reſted from the Fatigue of ſo long a 
Journey, Mr. /7!/ars deſired his Wife to ſend a 
Meſſage to his Brother, as if ſhe had ſomething 
of Importance to communicate to him, He 
immediately came; and, as Mr. Villars's Ar- 


rival was kept ſecret, he could not ſuſpect the 
Reaſon 
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Reaſon of her Requeſt. When he came to Mr. 
Traffict's, he was ſhewn into the Parlour, where 
Mrs. Villars ſoon came to him; and told him, 
that the Occaſion of her ſe.iding for him was» 
that though he had, by Courſe of Law, gotten 
the Poſſeſſion of his Brother's Eſtate, yet, as 
her Daughter was going to be married to a Per- 
ſon, whoſe Fortune would enable him to ap- 
peal to Parliament, he might not there meet 
with the ſame Succeſs, as in a Court of Judica- 
ture; however, ſhe hoped, that, out of a Re- 
gard to her Huſband's Memory, he would con- 
tribute ſomething towards Charlottes Portion. 
As to that, Madam, ſaid the Lawyer, I have 
been at ſufficient Expences already ; but, if you 
and my Niece will ſign me a general Releaſe, I 
will give her Five hundred Pounds as an Addi— 
tion; though I think myſelf ſufficiently ſecured 
from any Attempt to diſpoſſeſs me. At theſe 
Words, Mr. Villars came out of a Cloſet, and, 
advancing to the Lawyer, with a Look of An- 
ger and Reſentment, Villain, ſaid he! whom I 
bluſh to call my Brother! where is your boaſt- 
ed Aſſurance now? Thou Shame to thy Pro- 
ſeſion! nothing but the Horror of being guilty 
of a Crime {hould prevent me from waſhing 
away the Diſgrace of my Family with your 
Blood, His Brother, who, upon his firſt Ap- 
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pearance, was ſhocked with conſcious Guilt 
and Fear, now recollected himſelf; and, throw- 
ing himſelf on his Knees, in the moſt abject 
Manner intreated Forgiveneſs. 

Mr. Traffick and his Wife entered the Room, 
and, joining with Mrs. Villars in Favour of the 
Supplicant, with much Difficulty obtained his 
Pardon, and they were reconciled : With which 
the Lawyer thought himſelf ſo happy, that he 
promiſed to give Charlotte as many thouſand 
Pounds as he had propoſed giving Hundreds; 
and, as he had no Children of his own, in Ac- 
knowlegement of his Brother's Goodneſs to 
him, would ſettle what he was poſleſſed of, on 
her after his Deceaſe. Thus every thing con- 
tributed to a general Satisfaction; and every 
Preparation neceſſary was now made for the 
Solemnization of young Traffick's Wedding with 
Miſs Villars, her Father intending to go to Ire- 
land, and take the new-married Couple with 
him there for ſome Time; and receive the Con- 
gratulations of his Friends, whom the Reco- 
very of a loſt dear Acquaintance muſt have af- 
fected with the warmeſt Raptures. 

At length the Day came, in which Mr. Traf- 
fick was to be made happy ; and the Marriage 
was folemnized with all thoſe Demonſtrations of 
Joy, that could be expected in a Company ſo 

intirely 
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intirely happy. The old Merchant, after the 
Ceremony was over, made the Bride a Preſent 
of a rich Sett of Jewels; and told his Syn, that 
he now intended to retire from i ſtneſ, and 
would give him Twenty thouſ.! Coins, 10 
enable him to keep up the ſame Couric does 
Days were ſpent with an uninterrupted Rouna 
of Pleaſure on this happy Occaſion, when Mr. 
Villirs, impatient to reviſit his Eſtate, haſtened 
his Departure; and ſet out with his Wife and 
the young Couple for Ireland, where they were 
received by his Tenants, in a Manner expreſ- 
five of their Love and Regard; and Mr. Traf- 
fick was fo well pleaſed with the Happineſs they 
ſcemed to enjoy there, that he determined, if 
Succeſs ſhould attend him in Trade, he would 
retire thither. Heaven ſeconded his Endeavours 
in that Reſpect; and he lived to enjoy his 
Wilhes, inheriting, in an uninterrupted 'I'ran- 
quillity with his beloved Wife, the Fruits of 
his Induſtry ; znd Peace, the Bleſſing of a vir- 
tuous Mind, | 
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BOOKS juft printed and fold by Stanley 
Crowder, and Henry Woodgate, 
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I, HE HIST OR Y of BARBAROSO and 

POLLYANA, containing many intereſt- 
ing Incidents not occurring in the common Courſe 
of Life; intermixed with Reflections and Inſtruc- 
tions. Addreſſed to ſuch Parents and Guardians, 
who deſtroy the Peace and Happineſs of their Chil- 
dren, by compelling them to marry where Love is 
not the ſole Motive. With an Eflay on the Great 
Contraſt between the two important Scenes of Life, 
VIE, 


COURTSHIP and MARRIAGE. 


Love, like War, has noble Fires; 

Lowe, like War, the Brave inſpires ; 
Love, like War, has killing Darts; 
War takes Towns, but Love takes Hearts. 


In one Volume Octavo, Price 5s. bound, 


2. LETTERS toa young Prince from his 
GOVERNOR. Tranſlated from the Sweaifp. 
N. B. Theſe Letters were written by Count 
Teſin, Governor to this preſent Prince Royal of 
Sabeden, for his Inſtruction, when the Governor was 
abſent from Court, on Acconnt of his ill State of 
Health, and publiſhed by Order of her Majeſty the 
Queen of Sweden, and for their Excellency is tran- 
ſlated in moſt of the European Languages, and the 
Character of theſe Letters is ſeen in all the Foreign 
Journals of Literature, and in the Monthly Review 
of September laſt, Sd dd 31 E 
# | Neceſlary 
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Neceſſary for all FAMILIES; 


As alſo @ proper Preſent for Servant Maids ; 
Being the plaineſt and cheapeſt Book of the Kind, 
Neatly printed, on a fine Paper and new Letter, 

197) Price 1s 6d bound, 
The SECOND EDITION, vlch large and uſeful 
Additions. 


Among a great Variety, too numerous to mention, 
are the following Particulars, viz. Several newCuts, 
which at one View ſhew regular and eaſy Forms 
of placing the different Diſhes, from two to nine 
in a Courſe, either in the middling or in the gen- 
teeleſt Manner; with a Cut of thirteen Diſhes, 
ſhewing how to ſet off a long Table in a com- 
mon Way, or after the modern Taſte—Not in any 
other Book extant. — Dr. Mead's Account of a 
Perſon bit by a mad Dog ; and his infallible Cure. 
The Negro Cæſar's Cure for Poiſon, and likewiſe 
for the Bite of a Rattle-Snake. To dreſs a Turtle, 
Tables, ready caſt up, from one Farthing to 
Ten Shillings ; very uſeful for Marketting, and 
adapted to the loweſt Capacity; 


3. The DIRECTOR; or YOUNG WO- 
MAN's BEST COMPANION: Contain- 
ing above Three Hundred eaſy Receipts in Cook- 
ery, Paſtry, Preſerving, Candying, Pickling, Collar- 
ing, Phyſic, and Surgery. To which are added, 
plain and eaſy Inſtructions for chooſing Beef, Mut- 
ton, Veal, Fiſh, Fowl, and all other Eatables : Alſo 
Directions for Carving, and Made Wines: Likewiſe 
Bills of Fare for every Month in the Year, With a 
compleat Index to the whole. 


By SARAH JACKSON. 


Colle&ed for the Uſe of her own Family, and prin- 
ted at the Requeſt of her Friends. The whole 
makes a complete Family Cook and Phyſician. 
„The great Demand for this Book is a ſuffi- 

cient Proof of its Merit, more than 10,000 having 

been ſold of the former Edition in a few Months. 


4. A 


a. A Voyage to the WORLD in the Center of 
the EARIT II. Giving an Account of the Manners, 
Cuſtoms, Laws, Government and Religion of the 
Inhabitants, their Perſons and Habits deſcribed, with 
ſeveral other Particulars. In which is introduced, 
The Hiſtory of an Inhabitant of the Air, written by 
Himſelf, With ſome Account of the Planetary 
Worlds. Price 3 5. 


A New EDITION, with large and uſeful Ad- 
ditions, Price neatly bound in Red, 25. 

e. The Compleat LETTER WRITER ; or, 
New and Compleat Egli SEcrtETarY : Contain- 
ing Directions to write Letters on all Occaſions, in 
a polite, eaſy, and proper Manner ; with a great 
Variety of Examples, from the beſt Authors, on 
Bufine!s, Duty, Amuſement, Affection, Courtſhip, 
Love, and Friendſhip, &. To which is prefixed, A 
Plain and and Compendious Eug/i/> Grammar, with 
Inſtructions how to addreſs Perſons of all Ranks, 
either in Writing or Diſcourſe; and at the End, ſome 
elegant poctical Epiltles, and neceſſary orthographi- 
cal Directions, with a Spelling Dictionary of ſuch 
Words as ate alike in Sound, but different in Senſe, 
very uſeful to the Eng/i/h5 Scholar. 


Neatly Printed (Price bound Three Shillings) 

6. A New Theory f HUMAN NATURE, 
with a correſpondent Syſtem of EDUCATION: 
Together with a Hreface. 

By Counſciior BAUMGARTEN. 
Tranſlated from the GERMAN. 


Tranſlated from the FRENCH, 
(Now acting in Paris with great Applauſe) 
Price one Shilling, 
7. The FRENCHMAN in LONDON: 
A COMEDY. 
Wrote by Monfieur DE BOISSY. 
In 2 Volumes in Duodecimo, Price Gs. 


8. The MOCK MONAR CHS: Or, the 
Benefits of High Blood, N 


